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Tiny Portion of Wild Lands Studied by Bureau

Recommended for Preservation

By Jim Eaton

The Bureau of Land Management has
released wildemess recommendations for
eight Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in
California. In keeping with the anti-wilder-
ness bias of the agency, less than 16 percent
of nearly 11,000 acres of wild lands is
recommended for preservation.

Public hearings have been scheduled
for December 1 in Cedarville, December 2
in Ukiah, and December 9 in Bakersfield,
although notice of the hearings was almost
non-existent. Written comments will be ac-
cepted until February 15, 1988.

The lands currently under review had
been dropped from study by former Interior
Secretary James Watt in December of 1982.

Six major environmental groups and the
late Rep. Phillip Burton challenged Watt’s
decision in court. In April of 1985 U.S.
District Court Judge Lawrence Karlton
ruled that Watt had not properly exercised
his legal authority in opening these lands to
development.

The WS As in this study all are adjacent
to designated or proposed wilderness areas.
They range in size from 80 to 4,500 acres.
The eight areas are: .

South Warner Contiguous
WSA—This WSA consists of nine sepa-
rate parcels totaling 4,500 acres located
along the east face of Modoc County’s
Warmer Mountains. They are adjacent tothe
70,385-acre South Warner Wildemess
managed by the U.S. Forest Service. BLM

By Stephanie Mandel

Donn Furman is out of a job but he
doesn’t mind a bit. The Committee to Save
the Kings River has met its goal: the Kings
River, along with the Merced and Kem
Rivers, was designated as ' Wild and Scenic
in early November.

Furman was the Director of the Com-
mittee to Save the Kings River, a group that
has been active in the Fresno area since
1972. To celebrate, “we’re planning a big
dedication ceremony and barbeque in the
spring,” he said. _

Also celebrating victory is the Merced
Canyon Committee (MCC), a group of resi-
dents of El Portal and Mariposa, California,
thathas sen tie lead O saving the Merced
River since 1984, as well as Friends of the
River (FOR). Since early 1985 FOR has
been focusing on its Three Rivers Cam-
paign, which encompassed the Kings, Mer-
ced, and Kern Rivers. FOR’s letter writing
campaigns génerated thousands of letters of
supportfrom people all over the state. Susan
LeFever, director of the campaign, said that
when the Wild and Scenic bills were signed
into law “we drank a toast to the rivers. FOR
is also having a big celebration dance in San
Francisco on January 23,” she added.

There’s Still Preserving
Work To Be Done

is recommending that 1,187 acres (26 per-
cent) of this WSA be added to the existing
wilderness area.

Big Butte WSA—When. Congress

enlarged the Yolla Bolly-Middle Eel Wil-
derness in 1984, mostof the Big Butte WSA
was added to the much larger Forest Service
wilderness to the east. The 2,311 acresnow
under study is that portion of the WSA
which did not become designated wilder-
ness in 1984. BLM is recommending none
of the land as suitable for wilderness desig-

‘nation.

Yolla Bolly WSA—This 640-acre
parcel of land is on the east side of the Yolla
Bolly-Middle Eel Wildemess. If it were to
become wilderness, BLM says that “while
developments in support of activities such

RIVERS GO WILD (& SCENIC)!

Merced River
Now protected are 71 miles of the main

- stem of the Merced and 43 miles of the

South Fork.

For the Merced Canyon Committee,
the next step is “rolling up our sleeves and
getting to work on the lowerriver,” accord-
ing to Ron Stork, a board member and
former director of the MCC. He refers to
eight miles of the main stem river, down-
stream from Briceburg to Lake McClure,
that were designated a “Study River.” The
U.S. Bureau of Land Management and
Department of the Interior have up to three
years to make a recommendation to Con-
gress about permanent designation. From
now until three years after the recommen-

- dation is made, the river wiil have all the

protections of a Wild and Scenic river.
Stork is “cautiously optimistic” that the
MCC can overcome the opposition of water
developers to protect this portion.

Kings River

81 miles of the Kings River was in-
cluded in the Wild and Scenic bill.

The lower eleven miles of the Kings
River were designated part of the Kings
River Special Management Area, rather
than Wild-and Scenic. Conservationists,
including Friends of the River and the
Committee to Save the Kings, are still

...continued on p. 2

as recreational ORV [Off-Road Vehicle]
use, mining, and grazing would be prohib-
ited, these activities currently do not occur

...continued on p. 5
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Truth Twisted by Timber Industy to
Justify Faster Salvage Cutting

By Jay Watson

In an attempt to legitimize it’s zeal to
maximize salvage logging in our national
forests, the timber industry is resorting to a
gross simplification of what is,-in fact, a
complex situation.

The focus of the industry’s argument is
the exaggerated threat of pest infestation and
wood deterioration. The flaw with the
industry’s “reasoning” is that it ignores bio-
logical reality and the physical properties of
trees. It also runs counter to the official
Forest Service position on these threats.

Conifer species differ widely in their
capacity. to fight deterioration. Tree species,
trees size, and burn inter:sity are all important
factors that must be taken into account before
estimating deteriorationrates. Referto Table
I for a summary of deterioration information
and salvability periods of important com-
mercial species. |

- As for pest infestation, the implication
of the industry’s arguments is that all 1.5
billion board feet of the estimated salvage-
able timber is immediately at risk of insect
attack. Forest Service research has shown
that insects preferentially attack trees in
burned areas, concentrating on islands of
moderately damaged trees within a.bum

zone or along the edges of a burn zone.

A second pest-related claim is that
burned areas will act as reservoirs for insects,
from which insects eventually will spread to
undamaged trees outside burn areas. The
Forest Service has refuted this statement in
its salvage guidance packets to the individual
forests. An October 9, 1987 packet contains
the following statement:

“We do not believe that the recent fire
siege significantly increases the potential for
major bark beetle problems in undamaged
stands outside the burns in 1988 or 1989.”

Certain trees or groups of trees are at
risk. Due to two years of relative drought,
trees are moisture stressed, and this factor
complicates the situation. However, the
timber industry is misrepresenting the grav-
ity of the situation in an attempt to mask its
eagerness to salvage every “stick” possible,
in as short a period of time as possible. Their
arguments are alot of bark — don’t buy ‘em.

Jay Watson is Regional Associate
Jor California and Nevada for The
Wilderness Society and a member of
the Board of Directors of the Califor-
nia Wilderness Coalition.
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UPDATES
Forest Service Asks for Cash & Muscle

Operation Pheonix is the name of a program soliciting money and volunteer labor from
the public to restore fire-damaged lands. In an unprecedented call for help, the Forest Service
(FS) and the California Department of Forestry are asking Californians to make contributions
to supplement regular and emergency funding for fire recovery efforts.

Most recovery efforts that volunteers can help with require physical labor, such as
planting trees, repairing trails, or restoring streams. Most of the work will not begin until
spring and summer, and will probably continue for several seasons.

Monetary donations can be tied to a specific use, such as planting new trees, restoring
streams and wildlife habitat, or repairing trails and recreation areas.

“Nature will eventually restore these lands,” said Paul Barker, FS’s Pacific Southwest
regional forester. “However, to speed the process up, and minimize further damage from
erosion and other problems, we would like to give nature a boost.”

ANOTHER WAY TO HELP THE FORESTS

Another suggestion of how labor and money can be used to give nature a boost was given
by Jim Eaton of the California Wilderness Coalition (CWC): “Stop°the unwise timber
harvests that are more destructive than fires.” Individuals and groups are working all over
the state to monitor post-fire timber salvage practices. “The CWC will help anyone find out
what’s going on in their favorite forest,” Eaton offered.

Mountain Lions Saved Again!!

A court ruling may spell the end for the mountain lion hunting season this year. A
Superior Court Judge ruled as insufficient acumulative impact finding that was submitted by
the State Department of Fish and Game (DFG).

Judge McCabe called the finding a “churning” of previous material, and said it failed to
address such importantissues as the impact of recent forest fires and plans for futurekills. The
finding was produced rapidly in response to Judge Lucy McCabe’s earlier ruling that delayed
the hunting season, which was originally to have begun in October.

State Deputy Attorney General Dennis Smaage, whorepresented the DFG, said he would
urge the Fish and Game Commission to appeal the decision but said the ruling probably will
prevent any hunting this year,

The hunt would have been Calitornia’s first in 16 years.

Table | Wood Deterioration Rates and Salvability Periods

Species Blue- Sapwood Heartwood Salvage Period

stain Aive & Large Trees
WE = vexythick, rapiddecay rapid decay 1-2 A4years
PP/JP + thidk, slowdecay thin, slowdecay 2-3 Syears
SP + thin, slowdecay thick, slovdeay >5 10years
DF = thin, slavdscay thick, slovdecay >10 20years
WE': whitefir
FP/JP: porkrosa pine/Rffreypire
SP: Suar pine
DE: Daglas fir Same: Uhited States Forest Service

Save thisdate: Qctdeer 19 22, 1989 is the Califormia Wi ldermess Conference!
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trying to protect these miles of river. They have asked the Forest Service, as part of its plan
forthe Management Area, to make arecommendation on whether the 11 miles, plus the single
unprotected mile above the reservoir, should be Wild and Scenic.

While further planning takes place on the lower section, Congress specifically prohib-
ited building a dam, and Furman is confident that a dam will never be built on the river. The
Committee to Save the King’s original goals were to stop the dam and to get recognition for
the river. Although the Committee never pushed for it, 49,000 acres of the canyon’s
wildemness were also protected.

In the long term, the group would like to see the expansion of Kings Canyon National
Park. “There’s lots of de facto wilderness around the river,” Furman pointed out.

‘Kern_River

A total of 78.5 miles of the North Fork Kem and 72.5 miles of the South Fork were
designated Wild and Scenic.

A management plan for the river will be put together by the Sequoia National Forest. Part
of this plan the classification of segments of the river as wild, scenic, orrecreational. The uses
that are allowed and prohibited on a
river segment depend on its classifi-
cation. Friends oftheRiver, thelead group
that worked on the Kem protection,
plans to oversee the Forest Service’s
classifications on the South Fork of

S the Kern, but otherwise in-
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pens to the river. “Most of it (the
management plan) is going to be up
to the local people,” said Susan LeFe-
¢ ver.
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The major controvesy is ex-
pected to be in Monache Meadows
along the South Fork, where conser-
vationists fighting to add this land to
the South Sierra Wilderness want to
see the river designated as “wild.”

The Lower Kern, below Lake
Isabella, is not affected by the recent
designation.
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Klamath, Stanislaus Forest Plans Delayed

As the Forest Service bureaucracy continued to work on cranking out the forest plans
called for by the 1976 National Forest Management Act, nature threw a monkeywrench in
the schedule. The 1987 fires substantially altered forests, and different resources call for
different plans.

Does the forest planning process take into account the possiblity of catastrophic events?
Conservationists have asked Regional Forester (head Forest Service honcho in California)
Paul Barker to see that fires, floods, and windstorms be fully evaluated and factored into
calculations providing for a sustained yield of timber in national forest plans.

The state of planning in four of the most charred national forests is summarized below.

Six Rivers National Forest— Due to the small size of the burned area (outside of the
Yolla Bolly-Middle Eel Wildemess Area, which had the biggest fire), the Forest Service is
not planning to make any significant changes in the forest plan that currently is being put
together. Outside of the wilderness area 2,000 acres were burned. The draft plan comment
period closed in May 1987, with 8,700 responses received. The final report is due to be
released late in 1988.

Stanislaus National Forest— It was ready for printing, but due to extensive burning the
final forest plan has been delayed at least a year. By late fall of 1988 either a new draft or
a supplement will be released for public comment. Of the 147,095 burned acres, over sixty
percent were hit by moderate- to high-intensity fires. This change in the resource base will
substantially alter timber cutting plans, according to the Forest Service.

Klamath National Forest— Originally due in mid to late 1988, the draft plan has been
delayed for an unknown period. Over 280,000 acres burned in the Klamath.

Shasta-Trinity National Forest— The revised draft forest plan is due to be released late
next summer. The Forest Service is updating its database and the plan will take into account
changes on the 92,000 acres that were burmned.
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A View of Fire Suppression

by Jim Eaton

In mid-October a group of us, including
Sierra Club Northern California Rep. Sally
Kabisch, her assistant Frannie Waid, and
northcoast activist Lynn Ryan, spent a few
days wandering around the King Range. The
King Range National Conservation Area,
managed by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) is part of the Lost Coast of
southern Humboldt and northern Mendocino
counties.

This trip had been planned for months,
but just, prior to our jaunt an interesting se-
quence of events occurred:

1) BLM sent us notice that in order to be
better able to fight fire, they intended to build

seven helispots (helicopter landing pads)
inside the Wildemess Study Area (WSA);

2) the California Wilderness Coalition
and The Wilderness Society protested this
decision, stating that the environmental
analysis of the project did not justify this
action in a proposed wilderness area;

3) a “freak” lightning storm in early
October ignited two small fires in the King
Range; and

4) three helispots, several safety clear-
ings, and miles of fire line were cut in the
WSA. The fires went out without reaching
the fire lines.

Our group hiked around the devastated
area, and wondered why so much vegetation
was cut to suppress two small fires thatnever

spread out the canyon they were in. I began
to get paranoid about whether or not light-
ning really did set these fires in the first place.

When I returned home, I got a phone call
from BIM asking if I would participate in a
field trip to look at the clearings and to
discuss why these actions were taken. Never
being one to turn down an opportunity to visit
a wild place, I accepted.

In mid-November I joined Patty Schif-
ferle (The Wilderness Society), Don Falk
(Desert Survivors), and Susie Van Kirk
(Sierra Club) on a tour with BLM and Cali-
fornia Department of Forestry [CDF] offi-
cials. We drove to the scene of the fires.
Unfortunately, the mountains were cloaked
with a dense mist which turned into heavier
and heavier rain as the day went on. I was
glad thatI had seen the fire lines and clearing

on a sunny day.
Despite the cloudy atmosphere, I must
admit I learned a lot. I was pleasantly sur-

_prised at how candid the BLM and CDF

employees were. Their main concern about
a fire in the WSA is that it might spread to
private property and structures outside the
public lands. They agreed that fire was a
natural and beneficial event in the wilder-
ness.

- Patty and I questioned the wisdom of
plunking down firefighters by helicopter in
steep chaparral country. We were told that
this would be done only under very calm
conditions to stop a fire before it spread.

1 wondered about how successful a fire
line could be, considering the dense chapar-
ral and forest in this area. We were told that

...continued on p. 7
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State's Right to Regulate Mining in National Forest Upheld

By Lora Moerwald

Few parents are ever in total agreement
about decisions regarding their children.
Mom says yes. Dad says no, There are no
formal “rules” regarding resolution of con-
flicts like these, since these are private family
matters. But what happens when federal and
state governments disagree about decisions
regarding management of federal public
lands? Both governmental caretakers share
the same critical “dual regulation” of public
land as parents do for their children. What
happens when the U.S. Forest Service says
yes, and the California Coastal Commission
saysno? Early in March of this year, the U.S.

their locations,” if he or she complies with
the requirements of the Mining Act and other
related regulations.

In 1980, Granite Rock submitted to the
U.S. Forest Service a detailed five-year plan
of operations for the removal of substantial
amounts of limestone from the area. Shortly
after the Forest Service prepared, modified,
and approved the environmental assessment
of the plan, Granite Rock began operations in
the area.

The State of Californiabecame involved
in Granite Creek’s five year plan because
under the California Coastal Act, any person

Strengthened Endangered Species
Act Awaits Votes on the House &
Senate Floor

By Terry Callahan and Mark Palmer

Under the Reagan administration, protection of endangered species has suf-
fered due to lack of commitment and uncertain funding. Environmentalists are
seeking to reverse this trend by adding strengthening ‘amendments and higher
funding authorization ceilings to the Endangered Species Act (ESA), which is
currently up for reauthorization by Congress.

The Sierra Club and other environmental groups have gained améndtnents '

increasing protection for endangered plants, listed species in foreign countries, and
candidate species awaiting listing. Another change would allow recovery of
damages from those who violate the act.

Environmentalists are hoping to avoid a replay of last year, when reauthoriza-
tion efforts were stalled by several senators who hoped to force through weakening
amendments by holding up a floor vote on the legislation. One such threat, which
apparently is being repeated this session, is a proposal by Senator Alan Simpson (R-
WY) that would overturn a court victory by the Sierra Club and allow increased
hunting of such threatened predators such as gray wolves and grizzly bears. Envi-
ronmentalists are refusing to compromise on this issue and pushing for a showdown
on the Senate floor by February. Supporters are asked to 1) ask their Senators to co-
sponsor the bill, and 2) ask Senate leaders for a floor vote.

A House floor vote is tentatively scheduled for December 8.

New ESA provisions that have been won in both houses of Congress are:

A gap in the ESA is the minimal protection provided for endangered plants.
This provision would forbid vandalism of plants on federal lands. The intentional
damage or removal of listed plants on private property in violation of state laws
forbidding trespass or theft would become a federal offense.

Over 80 species have become extinct while waiting to be placed on the
Endangered Species List. This provision would require closer monitoring of the
nearly one thousand candidate species known to be heading for extinction but not
yetlisted. The US Fish & Wildlife Service would have to use existing emergency
powers in the act to list a species if there was an imminent threat to its existence.
Such a system would help set priorities for listing, determine when emergency
listing is warranted, and prevent species from becoming extinct while waiting for
paperwork to be processed.

The House bill adds an ammendment championed by Rep. Claudine Schneider
(R-RI) that would raise fines levied against those who harm endangered species.

Many endangered species are not being adequately protected because of
insufficient funding. The current reauthorization bills will set funding limits for
implementation of the act through fiscal year 1992. Congress is required not to
budget monies for endangered species programs in excess of these ceilings. The
current bills would setlimits of $55 million in fiscal year 1988 and about $10 million
more by fiscal year 1992. The next president would be limited by these amounts.

Terry Callahan and Mark Palmer serve on the Sierra Club Wildlife

ﬁ

\ Committee.

Z

undertaking any development (including
mining) in California’s coastal zone must
obtain a permit from the California Coastal
Commission (CCC). The CCC implements
and enforces the state’s coastal zone manage-
ment program in accordance with the federal
Coastal Zone Management Act. In 1983, the

"Granite Rock...argued that the Cali-
fornia Coastal Commission’s permit
requirement was preempted — or
overruled — by federal law."

CCC instructed Granite Rock to obtain a
coastal development permit for its operations
in the Big Sur region.

Unhappy with CCC’s permit require-
ment, Granite Rock took the issue to court.
The company argued that the California
Coastal Commission’s permit requirement
was preempted — or overruled — by federal
law (the Mining Act and the Coastal Zone
Management Act). The U.S. Supreme Court
disagreed, and determined that the State of
California could regulate mining in a na-
tional forest located along the California
coastal zone.

The Supreme Court responded to Gran-
ite Rock’s three allegations. Granite Rock
first alleged was that the federal
government’s environmental regulation of
mining claims in national forests demon-
strated an intent to preempt any state regula-
tion. According to former court decisions,
when Congress clearly demonstrates an in-
tent to dominate regulation in a given area,
federal law will preempt all state laws in that
area. The Supreme Court found that the
Forest Service regulations not only lacked
specific expression of Congressional inten-
tion to preempt state law, but also seemed to
imply that whoever submitted a plan of op-

By Supreme Court

erations would also comply with any related
state law as well.

Granite Rock also alleged that the
CCC’s permit requirement was “an imper-
missible state land use regulation” because
Congress intended to serve a purely advisory
role in management decisions regarding
public lands. The Supreme Court again dis-
agreed, holding that the CCC’s permit re-
quirement was an act of environmental regu-
lation of development activities, not a land
use planning activity.

Finally Granite Rock alleged that the
Coastal Zone Management Act was proof of
legislative intent that federal lands be ex-
cluded from all state coastal zone regulations
because the act excluded federal lands from
its definition of “coastal zone.” The Supreme
Court found no preemptive intent in the
Coastal Zone Management Act, nor in the
Mining Act of 1872. i

The Granite Rock case joins not more
than a handful of other cases questioning

"when Congress clearly demon-
strates an intent to dominate regula-
tion in a given area, federal law will
preempt all state laws in that area."”

dual state and federal regulation of public
land. The relatively small number of deci-
sions is attributed to several factors. The
federal government’s original mission as
proprietor of the public lands was to distrib-
ute the lands to states and individuals. Only
relatively recently has the federal govem-
ment become a public lands manager. Its
prime mission now is to manage the re-
sources and maintain the ownership of the
public lands. This more active proprietary

...continued on p. 5

2 Mark S. Fisher

Lt FISHERL




November/December, 1987

Wilderness Record

Page 5

A hiker pulls a raft along the Sespe "corridor,” near the river's West Fork. This

O

section, between Alder Creek and Devil's Gate, runs through a condor

sanctuary.

New MEMBER PROFILE

"Keep The Sespe Wild" Group Works to Save

Hiking & Hot Springs

Willow branches tum colors in the win-
ter, and there are house-sized purple boul-
ders. “It’s one of the most spectacular places
I’ve seen,” photographer Timothy Teague
says of the Sespe River.

The Sespe runs wild and free for 51
miles in the rugged backcountry of Ventura
County, California. From its source high
among the pines, it flows south and east

_through spectacular scenery, accessible only
on foot or by horseback, its pools offering
bountiful trout for fishing. Past ancient
Chumash Indian sites and the popular Sespe
hotsprings, the river turns to the south and,
swelling with winter rains, surges into the
Condor Sanctuary. There it rqars through a
colorful gorge reminiscent of a Southwest
canyon, strewn with smooth twenty foot
boulders, until it finally emerges into the
flatlands of civilization.

The Sespe is one of the last free flowing
rivers in Southern California. The unspoiled
quality of the Sespe watershed provided
habitat for the California Condor and the last
spawning grounds in the area for native rain-
bow trout. The river can be explored all the

"The Sespe is one of the
last free flowing rivers
in Southern California.”

way on foot and some of the way on horse-
back, providing an outstanding wilderness
recreation experience. Archaeologically, the
whole length of the river shows evidence of
prehistoric settlements and rock art sites.

A core of ten or so Ventura County
residents has been working together as Keep
the Sespe Wild (KSW). The organization is
non-heirarchal, with each member working
in their area of expertise. Timothy Teague,
an active member, explained that one person
who has a computer keeps a mailing list,
another takes photographs, and another, who

Photo by Timothy Teague/Ron Seba

Near L.A.

is good at details, keeps details. They’re also
low-budget, working out of their homes.
Financial support has come from Lost Arrow
Corp/Patagonia founder and owner Yvon
Chouinard, who rates the Sespe as “one of
the best whitewater streams in California.”
Chouinard covered over 30 miles of the
Sespe on akayak during high water in April.

The group faces opponents such as the
California Farm Bureau, county water dis-

tricts, and several city councils, who reacted *

against the draft Los Padres Forest Plan.
That plan recommended that 25 miles of the
Sespe, from Lion’s Campground to Devil’s
Gate in Fillmore, be designated wild and
scenic. KSW would like to see 41 miles of
the river remain wild.

Although no concrete plans for dams
have emerged, members of the KSW have
attended private meetings at which dam sites

werediscussed. VenturaCounty is oneof the -

fastest growing counties in the state, and
Teague is convinced that the Sespe water is
targeted to support urban growth in the agri-
cultural county.

The group is focusing its efforts on get-
ting letters written to Congressional repre-
sentatives. They show their slide show to
groups of people and have distributed hun-

dreds of their photo-packed brochures.

They’re also planning to train budding Sespe
activists to give letter-writing talks. Teague
hopes that with enough public support a
Congressperson will take an interest in the
area and carry a wild and scenic bill.

To get to the Sespe River, take Highway
33 to the Rose Valley turnoff, and thento the
locked gates at Lion Campground. Hike
down the paved road until you reach the
water, then downstream along the bank or the
trail. Twelve miles downstreamis WilletHot
Springs, 18 miles down is Sespe Hot Springs,
the hottest natural springs in the state. A
quicker route to the springs is to drive
through Fillmore to the Old Condor Obser-
vatory at Doe Flat, and then follow a well
marked trail 12 miles to Sespe Hot Springs.

helispots
continued from p.3

aline would be of use only if a back fire could
be set to burn towards the wild fire. Setting
such a back fire would only be possible under
wind conditions that are probably rare in this
region.

We also asked if putting out these fires
under mild conditions would lead to a
buildup of chaparral that could help lead to a
major fire that could not be stopped. Their
answer? Yes.

Now that was interesting. I’ve always
felt that in many parts of California, when
conditions are right, fires are going to burn.
Andburn. And they won’tbe putout until the
weather conditions change. After all, fires
have jumped the penultimate fire line, Inter-
state 5, when the hot winds were blowing
hard. Here were the CDF and BLM fire
fighters agreeing with me! Their chargeisto
contain wild fires, and they believe that the
King Range is so narrow that they cannot
allow fires to burn there. So, they will con-
tinue to put out the small fires here until the
big one roars out to consume nearby Shelter
Cove or the farms along the Mattole River.

SohowdoIfeelnow abouthelispots and
the way the October fires were fought?

The King Range is a unique place. Not
many parts of California get 100+ inches of
rain a year, and the scars made by the fire
fighters will not remain apparent for long.
This especially is true since BLM Area
Manager John Lloyd intsisted that bulldozers
notbe used in the WSA, so the fire lines were
cut by crews with hand tools. We saw evi-
dence of the land’s healing process while on
a hike on nearby Chemise Mountain, the
scene of a major fire a decade ago that is
mostly obscured by the dense chaparral that
has returned.

I still am not convinced, however, that

helispots are needed in anticipation of future -

fires. It seems to me that most of the fires that
start will not do so under the calm conditions

A hiker In the Sespe River Corridor.

needed for these pads to be used. Andif such
conditions do exist, clearings can be made at
that time.

If seven helispots will help prevent fires
from spreading, why wouldn’t seventy or
seven hundred be that much better? How
about fire lines along all the ridges? Can’twe
convert the chaparral to grass or some other
plant that won’t burn as hot?

At some point the land ceases to be
wilderness and becomes a manipulated land-
scape. I am not sure where that threshold is,
but I do think it is better to err on the side of
preservation. We either are going to keep
some of California’s lands natural, fire dan-
ger or not, or we are going to resign to land
managers mucking around with our native
ecosystems with unknown results,

I vote for the wilderness option.

Jim Eaton is the Executive Direc-
tor of the California Wilderness Coa-
lition.

Wilderness Quiz
- Question

by Jim Eaton

What California
Wilderness Area was
signed into law twice?

Photo by Tim Teague/Ron Seba
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Great Gray Owils

By Justin Teequarden

With vision a million times better and
hearing a hundred times better than ours, the
great gray owl glides effortlessly and sound-
lessly through the cool night air, searching
the darkened meadow below for prey. A
mysterious and rarely seen bird, the Califor-
nia population of the great grays is the most
southernly in the world. The owl’s popula-
tion has been dwindling in California as a
result of timber harvesting and grazing prac-
tices on U.S. Forest Service land, and it was
placed on the state’s endangered species list
in 1980.

Standing 22 inches high and having a
wingspan of S feet, the great gray owl is an
impressive bird. In California the owl lives
in the band of forest between 4,500 feet and
8,000 feet in elevation, the meadows therein
being their primary hunting grounds. Start-
ing at dusk, the owls hunt into the night,
feeding on mice and pocket gophers. The

A great gray owl.

owls nest within 200 to 300 yards of the
meadow in which they hunt, utilizing dead
trees with flat broken off tops, or snags, for
nesting sites. Eggs are usually laid by the last
week in April. The young hatch in late May
and are flying by the end of June. -

The series of wildfires that raged
throughout California early this fall probably
did not affect this year’s brood of owls,
according to biologist John Winter. Winter
has beentracking greatgray owls for 20 years
and is senior project researcher of a team
from the University of California at Davis
which has been studying the great grays in
Yosemite. He explained that the big fires
came in August, well after young owls are
flying in June.

The fires, however, may cause problems
for the owls in subsequent years. Fire may
reduce the populations of the owls’ rodent
prey. Also, the fire may have killed trees in
the owls’ primary nesting habitat. This in
itself poses two problems, said Winter. First,
the death of the trees means that the natural

production of snags, on which the owls nest,
would be reduced. Another problem is that
with the loss of trees, the forest will warm up
inthe nesting area. Whileincubating, mother
owls may be forced to leave the nest to cool
off, leaving the nest vulnerable to attack.
The current status of the great gray owl
in California is somewhat precarious. The
largest concentration of the owls is in
Y osemite National Park. The actual number
of birds in Yosemite and California is not
agreed upon. Winter, who conducted a back
country census of the owls in Yosemite this
summer, estimates the park’s population at
between 75 and 100. Based on an extrapola-
tion of this population, he estimates the Cali-
fornia population of the owl to be near 300.
Winter and the research team continue
to count the owls in Yosemite Park. They are
also working to determine where the birds
live and how they use space. To learn about

-
Photo

the range of the owls’ feeding, nesting, and
roosting areas, a method called telemetry is
used, which involves putting radio collars on
some owls. Another area of research is to
study day roost characteristics to find out
whether heat stress limits the owls’ latitu-
dinal range.

by Mason Reid

Justin Teeguarden is studying Bio-
chemistry at the University of Califonria,
Dayis.

f

wild study areas
continued from p. 1

in the WSA and are not anticipated in the

future.” Nevertheless, BLM -is proposing

that no wilderness be designated here.
Domeland WSA—The 2,209 acres in

this WSA adjoin the Domeland Wildemess .

managed by the Forest Service. The land is
located in Kern County, just across the South
Fork of the Kern River from the community
of Onyx. BLM opposes wilderness here be-
cause “Sequoia National Forest expressed
concern about the potential for increasing
trespass vulnerability to the USFS Domeland
Wilderness Area should the WSA be desig-
nated wilderness” (what does this mean?)
and because “the steep, rocky slopes do not
add to or enhance the wilderness character of
the Domeland Wilderness Area.”

Rockhouse WSA—BLM is not rec-
ommending any of the 130 acres in this WSA
for wilderness designation. It is part of a
much larger Rockhouse WSA previously
studied by BLM; all of the lands are adjacent
to the Domeland Wilderness.

Carson-Iceberg WSA—This is the
only area being recommended in its entirety
for wilderness by BLM — all 550 acres of it.
This Alpine County WSA is adjacent to the
154,000-acre Carson-Iceberg Wilderness
managed by the Forest Service. A mile and
a half of the East Fork of the Carson River
meanders through the WSA.

Garcia Mountain WSA—AIlthough
this WSA consists of 494 acres in five par-
cels, BLM is only reviewing two parcels of
40 acres each adjacent to the proposed Garcia
Mountain Wilderness in Los Padres National
Forest. The other parcels are adjacent to
Forest Service land not being recommended
for wilderness designation. Regardless of
this distinction, BLM is not proposing any
land at all for preservation.

Machesna WSA—Part of this WSA
was included in the Machesna Mountain
Wildemess that was establishedin 1984. The
remaining 80-acre piece is adjacent to the
wilderness. BLM is not proposing any wil-
derness here, partly because it would block a
route of the Hi Mountain Enduro motorcycle
race.

Comments on the wilderness recom-
mendations will be accepted by BLM until
February 15, 1988. The California Wilder-
ness Coalition will be mailing a Wilderness
Alert to activists who have indicated a will-
ingness to write letters on their wilderness
questionnaire. Comments should be sent to:

Ed Hastey, State Director

Bureau of Land Management

California State Office

2800 Cottage Way

Sacramento, CA 95825

A view that includes the Machesna Wilderness Study Area, adjacent to the Los

Padres National Forest and the Machesna Wilderness Area.

The Bureau of

Land Management. recommends that this area not be designated as wilderness.
Photo courtesy of Bureau of Land Management
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Book REVIEW

Lorax Teaches Kids About the Environment
By Sherry Studley

The Lorax,

Random I

Anyone who thinks you can’t talk politics to young children should talk to Dr. Seuss.
Seuss’ book The Lorax describes how pollution affects the environment. '

Written in Seuss’ fanciful thymes, the story tells of the Once-ler, an old hermitliving atop
arickety house in a dark, dirty place where nothing much grows. For a price, he tells a young
boy of a time long ago when the sky was blue, the air and water were clean, and plants and
animals flourished. It was in this environment that the Once-ler arrived to set up a garment
factory.

The Once-ler used the tufts of truffula trees to make all-purpose garments called thneeds.
He was confronted at once by the Lorax, a small, brownish, bossy creature who speaks for
the trees. The Lorax clearly believes that the trees are far more important than any thneed.
The Once-ler did not heed the Lorax, but went on enlarging his factory.

Seuss goes on to present the classic conflict between industrialist and environmentalist.
As one protests, the other gets more defensive. Finally, the factory begins to change the
environment. First, the Bar-ba-loots leave, because there aren’t enough truffula fruits
anymore. Then the Swamee-swans fly away because the air is too polluted. Then the fish
leave because the factory has dumped too much brown goo in the water. Finally, the last tree
is cut down, and with a sad look back, the Lorax leaves through a hole in the smog. The Once-
ler is left alone with an empty factory and a place where nothing will grow.

Finished with his story, the Once-ler presents the boy with the very last truffula tree seed.
Nothing will get better unless someone cares, someone who will grow the seed and start a
forest; someone who will protect the environment.

The first graders I read this book to were visibly affected by the story. On one hand, they
understood that without a clean environment we cannot live. On the other hand, they like toys,
clothes, cars, and other things whose manufacturing helps cause pollution. They were able
to come up with several ways we can preserve the world we live in. .

If you know any young children, read this book to them. They can help us save our
environment.

Sherry Studley is a student teacher of the first grade, enrolled in the
teacher credential program at California State University, Sacramento. She
has been a political activist for 10 years.

The Cantest isOn  Entera T-chirt Design forthe
GiC and You May Win Fabulous Prizes! !

The California Wilderness Coalition is seeking a new T-

shirt design. Send in your original artwork by January 30,
1988.

In the meantime, you can order our old design of black moun-
tains beneath a blue sky, with yellow sand dunes in the foreground.
KEEP IT WILD rings the top of the logo, with CALIFORNIA
WILDERNESS COALITION beneath.

T-shirts are 100 percent double knit cotton. Regular T-shirts are
available in white, tan, blue, and yellow in small, medium, large, and
extra-large. A limited number of French-cut style T-shirts are avail-
able in white and pink.

T-shirts are $8.00 for CWC members and $10.00 for non-mem-
bers sales tax included.) Use the order form on Page 8. Clearly
indicate if you want regular or French-cut, and a substitute color.
Please add $1.25 postage and 75 cents for each additional T-shirt.
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Granite Rock

continued from p. 4

role is more likely to conflict with state
resources management than did the previous
more passive federal management role.

The states also have become more active
in managing the resources within their
boundaries. Before 1970 state governments
rarely attempted to manage public lands
more stringently -than the federal govem-
ment. Since 1970 the states and divisions of
the state (cities, counties, etc.) have enacted
a wide variety of environmental regulations.
Some, as in the Granite Rock case, are appli-
cable to public lands under the federal
government’s jurisdiction.

Finally, few public lands preemptive
regulation cases have been decided because
public land management agencies often try
toresolve conflicts between resource manag-
ers and users internally.

Itis not at all clear that the Granite Rock
decision will have a significant impact on
other federal-state dual public land regula-
tion disputes. At the least, Granite Rock
illustrates that conflicts between state and
federal regulation of public land will not
always be resolved in favor of the federal
government. The agency with the bigger
hand does not automatically win.

Lora Moerwald is finishing her
B.S. in Environmental Policy Analy-
sis & Planning at the University of
California, Davis. She works as a
technical editor for an environmental
consulting firm in Sacramento.

(

Trivia
Answer:

- The Point Reyes Wilderness (now renamed
Wilderness the Phillip Burton Wilderness) was signed into law
twice in October 1976. The proposal was partof a
national parks omnibus billincluding wilderness for
Joshua Tree and Pinnacles national monuments.
When passage of the omnibus bill seemed in
doubt, Representative John Burton pushed the Pt.
Reyes bill through Congress separately. The
parks bill did pass a few days later, however, and
both bills were signed by President Ford. Fortu-
nately, both Pt. Reyes wilderness bills were iden-
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CWC BUSINESS SPONSORS
Like many citizen organiza-  Baldwin's Forestry Services Echo, The Wilderness Company Jacobs Construction Quality Sew-Ups
tions, the California Wilderness P.O. Box 22 i 6529 Telegraph Avenue 1130 N. Heritage Drive 21613 Talisman Street
Coalition depends upon sponsor- Douglas City, CA 96024 Oakland, CA 94609 Ridgecrest, CA 93555 Torrance, CA 90503
ship and support. The organiza- : v : A .
tion is grateful tohave the follow-  Kathy Blankenship-Photography  John B. Frailing - Richard Karem, M.D. Recreational Equipment, Inc.
ing businesses that have recog- 402 Lago Place Froba, Frailing, & Rockwell 1290 West Street 1338 San Pablo Ave.
nized the need to preserve the Davis, CA 95616 1025 15th Street Redding, CA 96001 Berkeley, CA 94702
wildemess of California. Modesto, CA 95354 .and
: Creative Sound Recording David B. Kelley 9 City Boulevard West
agAccess Michael W. Nolasco Genny Smith Books Consulting Soil Scientist The City, Store #44
603 4th Street 6412 Cerromar Court P.O. Box 1060 216 F Street, #51 Orange, CA 92668
Davis, CA 95616 Orangevale, CA 95662 Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 Davis, CA 95616
Renewed Resources
Alpine West Daybell Nursery Gorman & Waltner Mike McWherter Art Derby
130 G Street 55 N.E. Street 1419 Broadway, Suite 419 Writing and Photography 555 Chapman Place
Davis, CA 95616 Porterville, CA 93257 Oakland, CA 94612 1231 Bottlebrush Pl. Campbell, CA 95008
Oxnard, CA 93030 _ _
Antelope Camping Eq. Man. Co.  David B. Devine Hibbert Lumber Company Ridge Builders Group
21740 Granada Avenue * 447 Sutter 500 G Street The Naturalist 123 C Street
Cupertino, CA 95014 San Francisco, CA 94115 Davis, CA 95616 . 219 E Street Davis, CA 95616
Davis, CA 95616
Bob Rutemoeller, CFP
The North Face Certified Financial Planner
1234 Fifth Street P.O. Box 7472
COALITION MEMBER GROUPS Berkeley, CA 94710 Stockton, CA 95207
Ouz%l Zoyages S& §6E1\1}Iterprise; ;
i ; ; 14 West 14th Street orcom Place
Acorn Alliance Golden Gate Envir. Law Society Chico, CA 95928 Oakland, CA 94619

American Alpine Club
Angeles Chapter, Sierra Club
Back Country Horsemen of Calif.
Bay Chapter, Sierra Club
Butte Environmental Council
Cahto Coalition
California Alpine Club
California Native Plant Society
Camp Unalayee Association
Citizens Comm. to Save Our Public Lands
Citizens for Mojave National Park
Committee for Green Foothills
Committee to Save the Kings River
Concerned Citizens of Calaveras Co.
Conejo Valley Audubon Society
Conservation Call
Covelo Wildlands Association

" Davis Audubon Society
Defenders of Wildlife
Desert Protective Council
Ecology Center of So. California
El Dorado Audubon Society
Environmental Protection Info. Center
Forest Alliance
Friends Aware of Wildlife Needs
Friends of Plumas Wilderness
Friends of the Earth
Friends of the River
Friends of the River Foundation
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Granite Chief Task Force
Greenpeace

Ishi Task Force

Kaweah Group, Sierra Club
Keep the Sespe Wild Committee
Kern Audubon Society -

Kern Plateau Association

_Kern River Valley Audubon Society

Kern River Valley Wildlife Association
Knapsack Sec., Bay Ch., Sierra Club
Lake Tahoe Audubon Society

Loma Prieta Chapter, Sierra Club
Los Angeles Audubon Society
Marble Mountain Audubon Society
Marin Audubon Society

Marin Conservation League
Mendocino Environment Center
Merced Canyon Committee

Mono Lake Committee

Monterey Peninsula Audubon Society
Morro Coast Audubon Saociety

Mt. Shasta Audubon Society

Mt. Shasta Recreation Council
Natural Resources Defense Council
NCRCC Sierra Club

Northcoast Environmental Center
N.E. Californians for Wilderness
Orange County Sierra Singles
Pasadena Audubon Society

Peppermint Alert

Placer County Conser. Task Force
Planning and Conservation League
Pomona Valley Audubon Society
Porterville Area Environmental Council
Redwood Chapter; Sierra Club

The Red Mountain Association
Salmon Trollers Marketing Assn.

San Diego Chapter, Sierra Club

San Francisco Ecology Center

San Joaquin Wilderness Association
Sea & Sage Audubon Society

Sierra Association for Environment
Sierra Treks

Sinkyone Council

Siskiyou Mountains Resource Council
South Fk Trinity Watershed Association
South Fork Watershed Association
Stockton Audubon Society

Trinity Alps Group

Tulare County Audubon Society

Tule River Indian Health Project

U.C. Davis Environmental Law Society
The Wilderness Society

Wintu Audubon Society

San Francisco Travel Service
407 Jackson St., Ste. 205
San Francisco, 94111

Siskiyou Forestry Consultants
P.O. Box 241
Arcata, CA 95521

Christopher P. Valle-Riestra
Attorney at Law
2626 Harrison Street
Oakland, CA 94612

Brock Wagstaff Architect
2200 Bridgeway:
Sausalito, CA 94965

Wilderness Press
2440 Bancroft Way
Berkeley, CA 94704

Wildflower Farms Native Plant
Nursery
1831 Terrace Place
Delano, CA 93215

Yes Electric
22 Claus Circle
Fairfax, CA 94930

Zoo-Ink Screen Print
2415 St, # 270
San Francisco, CA 94107

0 -Shirt Order Form O Yes! |wish to become a member of Annual Dyes;
§{Tiem Size'® Color Amount the California Wilderness Coalition. Individual $ 15.00
Enclosed is $ for first-year Low-income Individual $ 750
membership dues. Sustaining Individual $ 25.00
Here is a special contribution of Patron $ 500.00
$_ to help the Coalition's work.
Non-profit Organization $ 30.00
NAME Business Sponsor $ 30.00
Subtotal ADDRESS 1 tax deductible
Mail to:
Shipping California Wilderness Coalition
2655 Portage Bay East, Suite 5
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