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Dedeckera Canyon
bulldozed

By Bob Ellis and Lucy Rosenau

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has brought suit against a
miner who bulldozed his way through a remote desert canyon in the Saline
Valley Wilderness Study Area (WSA) en route to his pumice claim in Saline
Valley. The BLM, which has recommended wilderness designation for this

_ portion of the Saline Valley WSA, hopes the court will require the miner to
" rehabilitate the area damaged, the “narrows” of Dedeckera Canyon.

Inlate October 1991, aranger from the BLM's Ridgecrest Resource Area
noticed bulldozer tracks leading from Eureka Dunes along the Steele Pass
jeep route toward Saline Valley. The ranger followed the tracks and came
upon the miner just as he was about to complete construction of a gravel
road through the narrows of Dedeckera Canyon, a site known for several
‘endangered plant species (and named for a rare one, Dedeckera eurckensis).

Although the miner was stopped, there are now tons of loose gravel
filling more than a hundred yards of the narrows. More seriously, perhaps,
what was once a nearly impassable route has been widened, making
Dedeckera Canyon, and the desert plateau beyond, more accessible to off-
road vehicles.

According to Lee Delaney, Ridgecrest Resource Area Manager, the
miner has a valid claim. Because the claim was filed after the 1976 passage
of the Federal Land Policy Management Act, however, only existing access

W'.' d & S c e n '0 c Tr'.n ’.ty routes to the claim may?eused,. jhenﬁnerhasthe ﬂghz;:;:’nuea;n;:izzg tehg
plan is a flop

By Steve Evans

Before: The “narrows” of Dedeckera Canyon in Saline Valley WSA were nearly impassable.
Photos by Jon Harman

Conservationists have until March 24 to submit comments on the
draft South Fork Trinity Wild and Scenic River Management Plan recently
published by the U.S. Forest Service. The South Fork drains the west side
of the Shasta-Trinity National Forest in northwestern California. Approxi-
mately 90 miles of the river were added to the National Wild and Scenic
River System in 1981 by Interior Secretary Andrus in the waning hours of
the Carter administration. .

A federal lawsuit originally filed by conservationists in 1989 prompted
the Forest Service to develop a Wild and Scenic River management plan.
None of the so-called “Andrus” rivers (including the South Fork Trinity, the
main stem Trinity, Smith, Klamath, Eel, and lower American) has such a
plani due to the unique method by which the rivers were added to the
system (see “The Andrus Decision” on page 4).

The South Fork Trinity was designated as Wild and Scenic in part to
protect its outstanding chinook salmon and steelhead trout fishery. But
the river's chinook population has declined in the last 30 years from
thousands of fish to just seven in 1989, The river’s steelhead fishery is in
only slightly better shape. The Forest Service claims that the flood of 1964
was responsible for the decline, but many other north coast rivers have i
since recovered—the South Fork Trinity has not. After: The narrows (from a greater distance). The Bureau of Land Management intervened

' ' : continued on page 4 before a miner could finish bulldozing a road through the narrows to his Saline Valley mineral claim.
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Letters

Dear Editor:

Archie Logsdon said it very well in his letter last
month (January 1992). Iseethis quickness to point fingers
and blame in the Sierra Club. In western Colorado, where
I grew up, environmentalists are blamed just as quickly
and unthinkingly. It seems to have become an issue of
“our team” versus “their team,” a sort of sport where
competition between teams is axiomatic. On the environ-
mental side I see the tendency exacerbated by the currently
fashionable taste for political correctness, with its incred-
ible self-assurance and its unwillingness to grant any
respect or credence whatsoever to “the opposition.” No
gray areas, nocompromise—just certainty and conviction.

I'm glad to hear that CWC will be taking a fresh look
at how we're going, and with whom.

Yours truly,
Cress Kearny
Oakland

The Forest Service is cracking down on sales
of t-shirts bearing this copyrighted design on the
grounds that the design constitutes an illegal
reproduction of the agency logo.

Use “Line 50”
To Help California’s
Endangered Species.

/il

There are more than 280 Cali-
fornia wildlife species facing the
threat of extinction. You can
help them survive by filling in
“Line 50" on your State Tax
Return. Even a little helps a lot,
so please do what you can.

Pictured here: San Joaquin Kit Fox

Corrections

The McCabe Flat campground,
located in the Merced River Wilderness
Study Area, was misidentified in our
February issue. We regret the error.
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By Herb Klarer

In a county best-known for its vineyards are 5,875 wild
acres where black bears stillroam. Few trails penetratethe area,
and few people visit, This is Cedar Roughs, protected now by
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) as a wilderness study
area (WSA), an area of critical environmental concern (ACEC),
and a research natural area. But the BLM considers Cedar
Roughs not “special” enough for inclusion in the National
Wildemess Preservation System. Herb Klarer disagrees.

A unique geological and biological site in northeast-
ern Napa County (see map), Cedar Roughs is a fine ex-
ample of California coastal mountain wilderness. The
WSA is composed of a large serpentine mound about five
miles long running northwest to southeast; Iron Moun-
tain at the southern extremity risesto an elevation of 2,287
feet. The area is drained on the east by Trout and Smittle
creeks and on the west by Hardin and Pope creeks.

Harsh growing conditions imposed by the serpentine
soils have caused the development of unusual plant com-
munities. Dense stands of Sargent cypress (Cupressus
sargentii, the “cedars” for which the area is named) blanket
the higher elevations. The spring and early summer bring
many wildflowers, smaller here than their counterparts
which grow on richer soils. Manzanita, leather oak, and
foothill pine appear in the north and on the periphery;
valley oak, blue oak, and chemise in the southwest. Scat-
tered in the southern and eastern areas of the WSA are oak
woodlands.

The cypress grow to heights of fifty feet or more at the
northern end of the mound, but there is much variety in
the growth. In some places the ground is covered with
close-growing cypress, perhaps only ten feet tall, with a
fairly thick canopy overhead. Hikers can make their way

Pope Cree /))z
*8%%
. : &
o((;
Sor
Cedar Roughs
WSA
L L[
B
/I’Q
0 S 1 2 3
: Scale in miles

"\ Reservoir

through this pygmy forest, butit
is possible to lose one’s bearings.
Additional variation of cypress
growth is seen where fires,
pushedby prevailing winds, have
made their way over the mound,
leavingbands of differently-aged
stands of trees.

Cedar Roughs’ community
of Sargent cypress is botanically
significant because itis very large
(2,800 acres) and shows no sign
of hybridization with McNab
cypress as is the case with other
stands further north. It was for
the benefit of the cypress (and
the black bears) that the BLM
designated Cedar Roughs as an
ACEC.

Blackbearsbreed here. Deer,
squirrels, coyote, and other wild-"
life species flourish. Rainbow

trout may be found in Trout
Creek, but the habitat is limited.

The WSA: may be reached
over government land from the
county road which follows Pope

A hiker in the pine and oak woodlands of southeastern Cedar Roughs WSA.

Photo by Herb Klarer

Creek. While there is no formal
trail system in Cedar Roughs, a steep but useful trail does
help to get out of the gorge of Pope Creek. Hiking through
therocky, head-high chaparral is very arduous, but sweep-
ing distant vistas of northern Napa County reward the
hiker’s persistence. Views to the north and west are
impressive, and picturesque glimpses
of Lake Berryessa to the east are com-

mon.

Cedar Roughs is one of many WSAs
about which there is little question in
Berryessa the minds of local activists that it de-
serves wilderness designation. This
conclusion is not difficult to reach us-
ing the criteria set forth in the Wilder-
ness Act. Cedar Roughs shows little
5 imprint of man’s work and has out-
& standing opportunities for solitude and

primitive recreation. It contains numerous features of
ecological, geological, scientific, oreducational value. The
areaisan easy two-hour trip from several large cities, being
about forty miles over good roads from the county seat of
Napa and another fifty miles from San Francisco.

Population increases in the Vallejo-Sacramento corri-
doralready have produced heavy recreational use at nearby
Lake Berryessa. Land speculators to the south have large
holdings and are nearly certain to become more aggressive
regarding development as the population pressures inten-
sify. Because the only really secure land designation is
wilderness, Cedar Roughs will be in jeopardy until it is so
protected.

Herb Klarer first visited Cedar Roughs in 1982. Heis active
in the Napa group of the Sierra Club’s Redwood Chapter and a
CWC memiber.

74

The Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) has completed its study of po-
tential wilderness areas in Nevada and
has released a statewide wilderness re-
port which contains the agency’s rec-
ommendations and rationale. Three of
the 110 wilderness study areas (WSAs)
addressed by the report overlap the
Nevada-California state line and in-
clude acreage within California. Four
other Nevada WSAs adjoin publiclands
in the California desert.

The BLM recommends wilderness
designation for almost two million
N acres, less than environmentalists had
hoped, and non-wilderness manage-
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Map by Jim Eaton

ment for three and a quarter million

Nevada wilderness study released

acres. In general, Nevada environmentalists consider that
the BLM did a good job categorizing WSAs.

In the Eagle Lake-Cedarville Resource Area encom-
passing northwest Nevada and northeast California are
three WSAs that cross state lines: Buffalo Hills, Dry Valley
Rim, and Twin Peaks. The BLM report recommends that

- all of the Buffalo Hills WSA be designated non-wilderness

because “wilderness qualities, while present, donot dlstm-
guish the WSA from much of the surrounding area.” For
Dry Valley Rim WSA, the BLM recommends 52,000 acres
(including 7,000 in California) for wilderness. Another
7,000 acres in California (and 47,000 in Nevada) in Twin
Peaks WSA are recommended for wilderness protection.

To receive a copy of the statewide wilderness report,
write to: Bureau of Land Management, Nevada State
Office, 850 Harvard Way, P, O. Box 12000, Reno, NV
89520-0006.
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Watershed decline ignored in Trinity plan

continued from page 1

The real culprit in the
decline of the river’s fishery is
the vast acreage in the South
Fork watershed that has been
roaded and logged by the For-
est Service over the last three
decades. As a result, erosion
andsedimentation havefilled
in critical salmon spawning
areas and changed the hydrol-
ogy of the river. The level of
development in what was
once one of the least devel-
opedriver basinsin California
has prompted one expert hy-
drologist to claim that the
South Fork is far beyond its
reasonable capacity tosustain
any further watershed distur-
bance.

This critical issue is virtu-
ally ignored in the draft Wild
and Scenic plan for the South
Fork. The primary issues ad-
dressed by the plan are how
wide the Wild and Scenic
corridor will beand what kind
of development will be al-
lowed adjacenttothe corridor.
Five alternatives are
considered in termsof corridor

e watershed and limits or
3R . ‘ prohibits all disturbance
3 can accomplish this.

Many other values are
also at stake. Under sev-
eral alternatives, theriver’s
once vast roadless areas
would be largely roaded
and logged. In addition,
the watershed's ancient
forests, which provide
critical habitat for the
threatened northern spot-
ted owl and rare Pacific
fisher, would be deci-
mated.

The Forest Service is
soliticing public
comments on the draft
plan until March 24, 1992.
Concerned conservation-
ists are urged to write a
letter by that date to Karyn
Wood, Hayfork District
Ranger, U.S. Forest Service,
P.O.Box 159, Hayfork, CA
96041. In your letter, op-
pose the limited corridors
outlined in the plan and
support expansion of the
corridor to protectthe en-

size, ranging from an alterna-
tive which limits the corridor
to theriver’s high water mark
(encompassing only 1,248
acres of public land) to one  ¢heq
which includes many areas

TheTrinity River’s outstanding salmon runs may become
extinct if intensive logging continues in its senstive water-

tire South Fork Trinity
watershed. Note that this
-is needed to meet the
Wild and Scenic Act’s
mandate to protect the

Photo by Tim Palmer
y river’s anadromous fish-

beyond the standard quarter-

mile study corridor (encompassing 26,575 acres).
Although the alternative which protects the mostland

isobviously preferable, none of the alternatives in the plan

meets the mandate of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to

protect the South Fork’s outstandingly remarkable fishery.

Only an alternative which encompasses the river’s entire

ery as well as to protect

critical habitat for threatened and endangered species. At

a minimum, support protection of all existing roadless

areas, prohibition of roads and logging in the standard

quarter-mile corridor, and restricted road building and
logging throughout the watershed.

Steve Evans is a member of the CWC's Board of Directors.

The Andrus
Decmon

Most rivers are added to the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System by an actof Congress. Butin the
waning hours of the Carter administration, Interior
Secretary Cecil Andrus found a new way to protect
the South Fork Trinity and five other rivers in
California from the ravages of dam builders.

Utilizing a little-known and never-used section
of the Wild and Scenic Act, Andrus was able toadd all
theriversdesignatedin 1972 as state Wild and Scenic
Rivers to the federal system in 1981, Section 2(2)(ii)
of the federal act allows state riversto be added to the
federal system simply upon request from the state’s
governor (then Jerry Brown) and approval by the
interior Secretary.

As a result, the state and federal government’s
long-standing dreams of bullding a series of massive
dams on north coast rivers and diverting most of the
waterto Central Valley agribusiness and thirsty south-
ern cities were foiled. The dam builders howled, the
timber industry wailed, but to no avail—the rivers
were permanently added to the systemin 1982 when
the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a lawsuit
challenging the Andrus decision.

Since thedecision, little has been done toreduce
the ravages of intensive logging along the rivers.
Nevertheless, conservationists have been trying. The
entire Smith River watershed was designated a Na-
tional Recreation Area in 1990, effectively limiting
logging in that watershed. In addition, a federal
court judge is about to rule on a conservationist
lawsuit which may permanently restrict intensive
logging in the South Fork Trinity watershed.

Norie of this would have been possible without
the political audacityand coutage of}erry Brown and
Cecll Andrus.

~Steve Evans

Absurdities abound in Sequoia NF logging plan

By Jim Eaton

Timber planners speak a different language. From my
jaded perspective, it often seems that the language they use
is intended as camouflage. A prime example is Sequoia
National Forest’s Red Hill Planning Area Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS). This is a plan to log 12 million
board feet of trees from 2,000 acres of the Slate Mountain
Roadless Area.

The statement of purpose for the EIS includes the
following: “In response to providing wood fiber, the Se-
quoia National Forest proposes to harvest timber.”. (Trans-
lation: In order to meet their inflated timber quotas, the Forest
Service plans to log a roadless area.)

This is not the only obfuscation in the EIS. As a service
to readers, I have selected some sentences from the docu-
ment and offer my suggestions as to what theyreally mean.

“Many trees in the sale area exhibit their intolerance
to insects, disease, drought stress, and fire. Standing dead
and dying trees will eventually fall to the forest floor and
add to the existing ground fuel.” (Translation: This is a
natural forest with trees that grow old and die, replenishing the
mulch on the forest floor.)

“The majority of the planning area is accessible only
by helicopter and has never been harvested....Much of the
area contains heavy decadence, pockets of dwarf mistletoe
infection, and stagnation within the stands....Timber
growing sites are low...” (Translation: This is a really steep
area with old trees and is not a good place to log.)

“Logging operations...may impact the trails through
disturbance- of the trail tread and blocking by logging
slash. Use of the trails by visitors will be unsafe during the
course of the sale and clean-up operations.” (Translation:
Even the presence of a National Recreation Trail will not deter
us from logging.)

“Openings greater than one acre could result in a
Modification Future Visual Condition.” (I reallydon’t have
a clue to what this means, but it does sound serious.)

“Forest management and associated road building in
the steep, rugged terrain of forested mountains have long
been recognized as sources of non-point water quality
pollution. Non-pointpollutioniscontrolled by containing
the pollutant at its source, thereby precluding delivery to
surface water.” (Translation: Logging and road building
cause erosion; conversely, leaving the area alone keeps the
creeks clear.)

“Only high risk, sanitation trees will be harvested
from 1,100 acres of unsuitable spotted owl habitat this
entry. Salvage trees will be harvested from 900 acres of
suitable owl habitat this entry.” (Translation: When it
comes to logging, it doesn’t matter if it is spotted owl habitat or
not.)

Perhaps the most entertaining section of the EIS
advances the theory that since thisis a helicopter sale, “the
roadless characteristics of the Slate Mountain Roadless
Area will be maintained.” While Imust concede that there
will be no roads built, I do maintain that logging of old-
growth trees will affect the natural integrity of the area.

So what are the values of Slate Mountain? California
condors used to roost here and may again. The area is
habitat for the California spotted owl. Goshawks are
known in the vicinity. There are positive sightings of
fisher and wolverine.

With such marginal timber values and so many rare
species depending upon the area, the Forest Service should
abandon its foolish plan to log Slate Mountain.

To comment or obtain a copy of the EIS, write the Tule
River Ranger District, 32588 Hwy. 190, Springville, CA
93265. The deadline for comment is-March 30, 1992.
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A place of petroglyphs and pumice spires

By Jon Harman

I first visited this canyon in December 1984 while
campingin Saline Valley, aremote desert valley northwest
of Death Valley. Fellow campers had told me about a
petroglyph site about ten miles from my camp. My
Volkswagen had no chance to make it up the very rugged
road which led near the site, so I determined to do the 20-
mile round trip as a day hike. Iwas assured thatIcouldn't
miss the canyon as there was a brand new road going
almost to its mouth.

I started out very early the next morning in threaten-
ing weather. I hiked up a
huge wash for what seemed
forever. The sequence of can-
yons slowly progressed as the
hours wore on. I was follow-
ing what is called the motor
vehicle corridor between Sa-
line and Eureka valleys. Some
years it is more a theoretical
route than a road, but this
year it was definitely a road,
freshly bladed. The weather
closed in. A low cloud came
within a hundred feet of the ground. A cold rain began. I
feared that I would soon be in such dense fog that finding
the canyon would be impossible.

But I was wrong. Sure enough there was a brand
spanking new road leading off from the main wash up the
middle of the:fan to a:canyon mouth. Beneath the fog I
could just make out a white patch on the mountains near
the mouth. This was my goal, and after another hour of
walking I was there. Waves of relief flowed over me as I saw
thefirst petroglyph site: the exhausting hike had not been
in vain!

Relief turned to pure joy as I saw more and more sites.
This was a fantastic place with fabulous petroglyphs. 1
managed to fit in a few hours of frenzied exploration and
photography before beginning the long trudge back to-
camp in the dark.

When Ireturned to camp I learned more of the recent
history of the canyon from others there. The-road was
illegal. In a theatrical display the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) had helicoptered in to stop a miner just as he
neared the canyon mouth. The “CAT” used to blade the

A beautiful and rare bird figure about four feet high

The pumice walls vary in shade from
pure white to a delicate pink. Black basalt
boulders washed in from above contrast
strikingly with the pumice. In some places
the pumice has been formed into fantastic
shapes. | call one area the alien village...

road was parked near the camp. It had been sabotaged by
persons unknown, threatening the livelihood of its owner
who had only leased it to the miner. Miners in the camp
were incensed over what had happened. They could not
comprehend why there was a fuss over some old graffiti;

some local Piutes they had hired to help them with their
claim thought nothing of the petroglyphs and in fact
made a few of their own just for fun.

The miners subsequently. were forced to restore the
area damaged by the newroad to its natural state, but they
later found another way
into the canyon along a
wash that they claimed
was an existing route.
They proceeded to dig
into a pumice deposit.
This damage was iso-
lated and relatively mi-
nor but scarred the can-
yon forever with obvi-
ous evidence of modern
intrusion.
¢ The canyon has no
name on any map that I have. I call it “White Cliffs
Canyon” since Isaw that name scratched on a cliff near the
canyon mouth. The canyon cuts through a beautiful
white pumice deposit; the petroglyphs are carved in the
soft pumice walls. There are five different petroglyph areas
and dozens of petroglyphs, many of which are distinctive
and unusual. The drawings included with this article will
give you some idea of the type of petroglyphs found there.
They cannot convey the special beauty of this canyon

The first petroglyph area in the canyon consists of
dozens of these figures, associated perhaps with fertility
rites. Drawings by Jon Harman

ties Act would protect the petroglyphs and that WSA status
would prevent any new roads, but he told me that valid
existing claims would be exempt from wilderness protec-
tion. I think, despite the Antiquities Act and despite
wilderness study status, there are miners out there who are
intent on destroying White Cliffs Canyon. What they are
doing is nothing more than vandalism. The extreme
remoteness of the canyon makes any pumice deposit of

continued on page 6

The pumice walls vary in shade from pure white
to a delicate pink. Black basalt boulders washed
in from above contrast strikingly with the pum-
ice. In some places the pumice has been formed
into fantastic shapes. I call one area the alien
village. It is reached by climbing up a narrow
slot side canyon cut through dazzling white
pumice. At the top the pumice has been shaped
intobaroque turrets riddled with dozens of small
shallow caves.

There can be a trickle of water in the canyon
in the spring, and there is no other water for
miles in any direction. Archaeological sites
abound in the vicinity. Inside the canyon are
several rock circles perhaps used as hunting
blinds. There are habitation sitesin rock shelters
not far from the canyon mouth and some ex-
tremely fragile rock alignments and groups of
cairns nearby.

I have visited this canyon many times over
the years. For years after my first visit the canyon
remained relatively undisturbed. I had hoped
that its inclusion in a BLM wilderness study area
(Saline Valley WSA) and proposed inclusion in
the Death Valley National Park would protect
the canyon. So I was shocked to see a new set of
location markers in the canyon with new dam-
age when 1 visited it over the Thanksgiving
holiday 1991. There was new damage to the
pumice walls of the canyon: a yard-long chunk
had been drilled out just yards from a petroglyph
site.

When Ireturned to the Bay Area I called Lee
Delaney, the area manager for the BLM at this
location (Ridgecrest Resource Area). He knew
about the previous history of the canyon but not
about the latest claim. He felt that the Antiqui-

California’s Iegacy
of prehistoric art

~ Despite belng protected by the federal Antiqulties Act,

~ ournational heritage of prehistoricart isbeing vandalized. |

Petroglyphs are being defaced and carried off as souve-
nirs—a developer even used them in fireplace mantels in
Southern California. Almost all known intaglio sites have
been cross-cut by vehicle tracks, sometimes intentionally.
Three kinds of prehistoric art—petroglyphs, pictographs,
and intaglios—are at risk in California.

Petroglyphs (from the Greek petros, stone, and ghyphe,
carving) ate chipped, scratched, or incised figures or de-
signs on boulders, rock outcrops, or:rock shelters. Fre-
guently they are found associated with camps or villages.
Older petroglyphs are darkened with “desert varnish,” a
blue-black or chocolate-colored patina that requires at
least 1,500 to 2,000 years to form.

Pictographs are painted figures or designs seen most
frequently on the walls of sheltered caves, boulders, or
outcrops. The most frequent colors are red black, and
white, although other colors such as orange, brown, yel-
low, and green also were used.

Intaglios are large ground figures, abstract or animal
or human in form, that were produced by removing the
darker-colored desert pavement to expose the underlying
lighter-colored soils. The rarest form of prehistoric att,
intaglios are found along the Colorado River and in the
Yuha Desert where an effigy figure 489 feetlongandamazc
two miles in diameter are found.
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Defending a canyon with

continued from page 5
marginal commercial value. I think it may be mainly a
grudge fight by the miners. I am very worried that the
petroglyphs could be greatly damaged. Even if there were
no petroglyphs, this canyon should be protected due to its
unique natural beauty.

Iam trying to find out

despite low staffing and the remoteness of thearea, the BLM can
protect the canyon’s natural and cultural resources.

The valid mineral claim Harman refers to as a pumice
claim is in fact a pozzalan claim. Pozzalan, found in volcanic
rock, is used as a hardening agent for cement.

no name

White Cliffs Canyon, like Dedeckera Canyon (see article
on page 1), lies within the portion of Saline Valley WSA that the
BLM has recommended for wilderness protection. The Desert
Bill passed by the House also would protect this area, as part of
a Death Valley National Park managed not by the BLM but by
the National Park Service. —Ed.

what can be done to help
preserve this canyon. I
don’t want to wait for the
Desert Bill to pass; too
much damage could be
done in the meantime.
This canyon is a national
treasure.

Reprinted from the
Winter 1991/92issueof The
Survivor, journal of the
Desert Survivors.

Earlier this year in
response to Jon Harman’s
concerns, the BLM examined
the damage to “White Cliffs
Canyon.” Manager Lee
Delaney arranged for the
Ridgecrest Resource Area’s
wilderness specialist, who is
familiar with the canyon, to
inspect the site. The special-
ist concluded that the dam-
age spotted by Harman is six
or seven years old; no new

Dedeckera
Canyon ‘dozed

continued from page 1
existing route, but that maintenance may not alter the
width or grade of the route. Delaney previously had
notified the miner of the limitations to his right of
access.

The Saline Valley pumice claim has long troubled
conservationists because of its proximity to an impor-
tant petroglyph site. Petroglyphs often are found
carved in soft rock like pumice (see related articles on
page 5) and may be damaged by mining operations.
The Antiquities Act was designed by Congress to pro-
tect cultural resources like petroglyphs, but the
remoteness of desert sites makes oversight and enforce-
ment difficult.

Bob Ellis is Communications Director for Desert Survi-

-evidence of damage was

found. Delaney asserts that, ) i
The “Alien Village” of White Cliffs Canyon

CWC celebrates the wild

Photo by Jon Harman

vors.

Fundraiser nets CWC $5,000

Thanks to the generosity of our members, sponsors, performers,
and volunteers, this year’s fundraiser was the most successful ever.

Special thanks to Peter Coyote and Gary Snyder, super volunteer
Bill Waid, and the sponsors of the event:

AgAccess © John Amodio ¢ The Avid Reader ® David Behar of The Bay
Institute © Ben & Jerry’s ® Bob Black & Patty Vernelson ® Alan Carlton
o Wendy Cohen & Jim Eaton © Mike Eaton © Gruenich, Ellison &
Schneider ¢ Vicky Hoover * Bill Julian & Robin Kulakow © Tom
Lumbrazo © Kelley & Associates Environmental Sciences, Inc. ® Bob
McLaughlin & Theresa Rumjahn * Mother Lode Chapter, Sierra Club
® Noble Pies ® Trent Orr ® John Ott ® Ridge Builders Group ® Nobby
Riedy * Anne & Bob Schneider * Mary Scoonover ® Rob & Lacey
Thayer © Toot Sweets ® Luke Watkins & Shoshana Zatz © John
Whitcombe  Whole Foods Market ® Wilderness Press ¢ Women'’s
Health Associates

We are grateful also for donations of food from the Davis Food Co-
op, Eddie’s Liquors, Steve Evans and Jeanette Colbert, Grace Baking,
Hudson Bay Beans, Leaven & Earth Bakery, and Mary Scoonover.

Some 200 people came to the California Wilderness Coalition’s annual
fundraiser to hear actor Peter Coyote (left) and poet Gary Snyder read from
their works. The evening was a big success, netting $5,000 for the CWC'’s

coffers.

Photo by Mark Bullard, courtesy of the Davis Enterprise.
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Book review

50-year-old guide to future
Death Valley National Park

Death Valley: The 1938 WPA Travelers Guide, Updated
By Cheri Rae, ed., Olympus Press, Santa Barbara, 1991, $10.95.

This pleasant volume is a very handy companion for
auto touring in the Death Valley region. The original text,
over fifty years old but surprisingly up-to-date, discusses
points of interest along the many roads of the Death Valley
National Monument (including some no longer accessible
since the establishment of the China Lake Naval Weapons
Preserve). Not only major tourist routes, but also many
four-wheel-drive trips are described; some of the attrac-
tions (still there) are not mentioned in present park

literature, so this guide offers some unique information to’

the traveler.

The WPA Guide series was begun almost 60 years ago
during the depression as a means of employing writers;
some of the major authors of the twentieth century found
anonymous employment writing these manuals. The text
is enjoyable to read, and the updates provide information
about important changes without being intrusive on the
original.

If you are planning a trip to the future Death Valley
National Park, this slim, 160-page paperbound volume
will enhance your enjoyment of this lovely area.

—George Clark

Fit for survivors:
CWC t-shirts

‘Bob models our six-tone anniversary
shirt which comes in light blue, yellow, light
green, or peach for $15. The animal design
Karen wears is by Bay Area cartoonist Phil
Frank; it comes in beige or light gray for
$12. All the shirts are 100 percent double
knit cotton. To order, use the form on the

back'page.”™

DATES TO
REMEMBER

March 20-April 15 PUBLIC
WORKSHOPS on the future of the Sierra,
sponsored by the Sierra Summit Steering
Committee. Tentative dates are: March
20 in Quincy; March 21 in Placerville;
April 8 in Mariposa; April 9 in Visalia;
April 15 in Bishop. For more informa-
tion, call (916) 653-5656.

March 24 COMMENTS DUE on the
Draft Management Plan and Environ-
mental Impact Statement for the South
Fork of the Trinity Wild & Scenic River.
For more information, contact Roger
Jaegel, Project Team Leader, at the
Hayfork Ranger District, P.O. Box 159,
Hayfork, CA 96041 or (916) 628-5227.
Address comments to: Karyn Wood,
District Ranger, Hayfork Ranger District,
ATTN: Wild & Scenic River, P.O. Box
159, Hayfork, CA 96041. (See article on
pages 1 and 4.)

March 30 COMMENTS DUE on the
Sequoia National Forest's draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement for logging in
the Slate Mountain Roadless Area. Send
to: Tule River Ranger District, 32588
Highway 190, Springville, CA 93265.

(See‘article on page 4.)
@ _ w
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American Alpine Club; El Cerrito

Ancient Forest Defense Fund; Branscomb

Angeles Chapter, Sierra Club; Los Angeles

Back Country Horsemen of CA; Springville

Bay Chapter, Sierra Club; Oakland

Butte Environmental Council; Chico

California Alpine Club; San Francisco

Califomia Native Plant Society; Sacramento

Citizens Comm. to Save Our Public Lands;
Willits

Citizens for Better Forestry; Hayfork

Citizens for Mojave National Park; Barstow

Citizens for a Vehicle Free Nipomo Dunes;

~ Nipomo

Committee to Save the Kings River; Fresno

Conservation Call; Santa Rosa

Davis Audubon Society; Davis

Defenders of Wildlife; Sacramento

Desert Protective Council; Palm Springs

Desert Survivors; Oakland

Eastern Sierra Audubon Society; Bishop

Ecology Center of Southern Calif.; L. A.

El Dorado Audubon Society; Long Beach

Environmental Protection Information Center;
Garberville

Friends Aware of Wildlife Needs; Georgetown

Friends of Chinquapin, Oakiand

Friends of Plumas Wildemess; Quincy

Friends of the Inyo; Lone Pine

Friends of the River; San Francisco

Coalition Member Groups

-
Fund for Animals; San Francisco
Hands Off Wild Lands!; Davis
High Sierra Hikers Association; Truckee
Inner City Outings Rafting Chapter, Bay Chapter,
Sierra Club; San Francisco
Kaweah Flyfishers; Visalia
Keep the Sespe Wild Committee; Ojai
Kem Audubon Society; Bakersfield
Kem River Valley Audubon Society; Bakersfield
Kem R. Valley Wildlife Association; Lake Isabella
Kem-Kaweah Chapter, Sierra Club; Bakersfield

Loma Prieta Chapter Sierra Club; Palo Alto
Los Angeles Audubon Society

Lost Coast League; Arcata

Madrone Audubon Society; Santa Rosa
Marble Mountain Audubon Society; Greenview
Marin Conservation League; San Rafael
Mendocino Environmental Center; Ukiah
Mono Lake Committee; Lee Vining
Monterey Peninsula Audubon Soc.; Carmel
Morro Coast Audubon Society; Morro Bay
Mt. Shasta Audubon Society; Mt. Shasta
Mt. Shasta Recreation Council

Mountain Lion Foundation; Sacramento

Natural Resources Defense Council; S.F.

Focus

Audubon isn’t just for the birds any-
more. The Eastern Sierra chapter, 300
strong, is a group of down-to-earth envi-
ronmentalists concerned with issues rang-
ing from pupfish habitat to water wars.
From Mono Lake in the north to the dusty
expanses of Owens Lake, the- chapter is
building boardwalks, patrolling public
lands, and sponsoring field trips. And, of
course, they still count birds.

Eastern Sierra Audubon adopted Fish
Slough to help preserve fragile wetlands
imperiled by off-road vehicle use and graz-

Eastern Sierra Audubon

ing. The chapter’s task is complicated by
the multiplicity of agencies involved: the
City of Los Angeles owns the wetlands, the
Bureau of Land Management controls ad-
joining lands, and the state Department of
Fish and Game manages the fish.

Bureaucratic difficulties are nothing
new for the chapter, which has partici-
pated in the sometimes arduous planning
process for the Inyo National Forest and
the long-standing water wars of the Owens
Valley. And still, every Christmas, they
count birds.

NCRCC Sierra Club; Santa Rosa

People for Nipomo Dunes Natl. Seashore;
Nipomo

Nordic Voice; Livermore

Northcoast Environmental Center; Arcata

Pasadena Audubon Society

Peppermint Alert; Porterville _

Placer County Cons. Task Force; Newcastle

Planning & Conservation League; Sacra-
mento

Porterville Area Environmental Council

Redwood Chapter, Sierra Club; Santa Rosa

The Red Mountain Association; Leggett

Salmon Trollers Marketing Ass'n.; Fort Bragg

San Diego Chapter, Sierra Club

San Fernando Valley Audubon Society; Van
Nuys

Save Our Ancient Forest Ecology; Modesto

Sea & Sage Audubon Society; Santa Ana

Sequoia Forest Alliance; Kemville

Sierra Ass'n. for the Environment; Fresno

Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund; S. F.

Sierra Treks; Ashland, OR

Siskiyou Mtns. Resource Council; Arcata

Soda Mtn. Wilderness Council; Ashland, OR

South Fork Watershed Ass'n.; Porterville

South Yuba R. Citizens League; Nevada City

Tulare County Audubon Society; Visalia

U.C. Davis Environmental Law Society

W. States Endurance Run; San Francisco

The Wildermess Society; San Francisco

Wintu Audubon Society; Redding

Yolano Group, Sierra Club; Davis

CWC Business Sponsors

Hurricane Wind C.B. Maisel, C.P.A. William P. Schaefer, Ph.D. Bradlee S. Welton,
Sculptures 1331 B St.-Box 433 %aozgrisito Des} 5 ;‘i\;tzolmoey at Lag:r .
Like many citizen organizations, the California. Wilderness Z/Seggt:;;’gt{:fﬁ:- Hayward, CA 94543 Pasadenn, CAL 61107 Berkele;?gc(:’x A
Coalition depends upon sponsorship and support. We are gr'atefpl N. San Juan, CA 95960 The Naturalist
to the following businesses that have recognized the need to Ao 2D19iE S&ee9tS616 Sisk&%g lﬁct);gsttsry gﬂgeggzsr gfrte% >
i ia' i avis, CA- )
preserve California's wilderness. Ilmc‘g;1 . u?{m , Software ,1;' o Bo’é‘i 4915521 Berkeley, CA 9470
P.O. Box 1359 Robert Newcomb, MD Icata,
Acom) A tra e e 4 e Goleta, CA 93116 610 Euclid Ave, #201 Wilderness Trek
17300 E. 1760 J-236  Davis, CA 95616 1419 Broadway Ste.419 National City, CA 91950 Solano Press Books 8304 Foothill Blvd.
Tustin, CA 92680 i ) Oekland, CA 04815 Michael R. Jones, DDS Warren W. Jones, Prop.  Sunland, CA 91040
5 Come Together e General Dentistry Patagonia, Inc. P.O. Box 773
Ascent Technolo ¢/o Ga G ich. Elli & 6 Governors lane 259 W. Santa Clara St. Point Arena, CA 95468 Wildflower Farm
Robert J. Ra Box 1415 G M Chico, CA 95926 Ventura, CA 93001 Native Plant Nursery
obert J. Rajews OX Schneider Toot Sweets Delano, CA 93215 -

P.O. Box 4137
Sonora, CA 95370

California Federation

for Animal Leg'tion.

9 Agoura Court
Sacramento, CA 95838

California Native 150 Spear St., #1500 Mike Honig 635 Anderson Rd., #18
Landscapes San Francisco, CA 94105 Merrill Lynch Lipsey Plumbing Bob Rutemoeller, CFP, EA Chuck Watson, Davis, CA 95616

c/o Steve Henson P.O. Box 22320 2130 Folsom St. Cert. Financial Planner Env. Consultant

188 N. 13th St. Genny Smith Books Carmel, CA 93922 SanFrancisco, CA 94110  P.O. Box 587 1022 S Street Zoo-Ink Screen Print

San Jose, CA 95112

Ukiah, CA 95482

Echo, The Wilderness Co.

6529 Telegraph Ave.
Oakland, 94609

Russell Faure-Brac
EIP Associates

23100 Via Esplendor
Villa 44
Cupertino, CA 95014

50 California St., #800 Recreational Equipment, 1277 Gilman St.

San Francisco, CA 94111 hard Karem, M.D. oo, A e Berkeley, CA 94706 Wilson's Eastside
20640 Homestead Road : Sports

Willam Gustafson, R G T Cupertino, CA 95014 Christopher P. Valle- Jamegowuwn

Attorney at Law David B. Kelley, Riestra, 206 North Main

111 W. St. John, 6th Fl. Consulting Soil Scientist
St GRS 2655 Portage Bay East
Davis, CA 95616

Rldgge Builders Group
129 C Street .
Davis, CA 95616

Gualala, CA 95445

Attorney .at Law
5500 Redwood Road
Oakland, CA 94619

Sacramento, 95814

Bishop, CA 93514

Women's Health Assoc.

707 Army Street
San Francisco, CA 94124

| _ : T-Shi .

I DO Yes! 1wish to become a member of the California Annual Dues: ' RalikOrders I
]  Wilderness Coalition. Enclosed is $ for first- Individual $ 20.00 1. landscape design in light blue (no sm.), pale |
| Yearmembershipdues. Low-income Individual $- 10.00 3 2”,‘:;:,(2;’_":})[" ﬁ'ib:’z:‘: r’:‘e::';:drﬂfa il i
0 O nge |s_a_sp'ec1al contribution of $ to Sustaining Individual* $ 35.00 Tl 9 9 -) or gray: i
] help the Coalition's work. Benefactor* $ 100.00 Design _Size(s, m, 1, x)) Color Amount I
| NAME Patron* $ 500.00 |
i Non-profit Organization $ 30.00 |
I ADDRESS Business Sponsor* $ 50.00 : |
| t tax deductible Subtotal $ |
l Mail to: Shipping $ S T :
I California Wilderness Coalition (311-§°t +|-75 f°'§“h additional shirt) ||
| 2655 Portage Bay East, Suite 5 ota |

CITY STATE — ZIP ¢
I Davls, California 95616 g * At this level you may purchase either shirt for $10 Jl




