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Salvation for

San Joaquin!

But threat of salvage logging
still looms over rest of inyo NF

By Sally Miller

In response to overwhelming public opposition, the Inyo Na-

tional Forest announced in February that it has dropped its plans to
salvage log the San Joaquin Roadless Area adjacent to the Ansel Adams
Wilderness on the east side of the Sierra (see article in December 1993
WR). The Forest Service received more than 300 letters from concerned
citizens in California and throughout the country who opposed the
agency’s plans, plans which would have destroyed the integrity of the
unique red fir and mixed conifer ancient forest found within the
roadless area’s boundaries. “The credit for this victory clearly goes to
the public,” said east side activist James Wilson. “The Forest Service
proffered a bad plan, the public told them loud and clear that it was
unacceptable, and they dropped it.”

Though activists are thankful that the roadless area is, at least
temporarily, spared the saw, the threat of salvage logging remains. The
Forest Service is proceeding with plans to reduce fuels build-up and
address the “health” of forested lands adjacent to and near the roadless
area. Activists strongly oppose any salvage loggingin the Inyo and ask
instead that the agency consider a program of prescribed fire toremedy

The ancient forests around Glass Creek Meadow in the San Joaquin Roadless

Area are safe, for the time being, from salvage logging. Photo by Sally Miller

the impacts of fire suppression and intensive logging.

What's in store for the forests?

Clinton plan heralds big changes, but much remains in doubt

By Ryan Henson

With little fanfare, President Clinton’s recovery strat-
egy for the threatened northern spotted owl (more com-
monly known as Option 9) was released in its final form in
March. There was little surprise in the final provisions
since the more controversial changes in the plan had been
leaked to the press and public weeks in advance. Justasthe
president predicted, the plan was not received warmly by
either side of the old-growth debate.

Despite conservationists’ general dissatisfaction with
the plan, Option 9 is undoubtedly one of the most impor-
tant public-land reform measures since the passage of the
National Forest Management Act in 1976. Under Option
9, millions of acres of federal land in the Pacific Northwest
would be removed from the suitable timber base, resulting
in an estimated 60 to 70 percent decrease in loggingin the
national forests and Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
holdings in the region. And perhaps most importantly,
federal land management in large parts of the Pacific
Northwest would begin to shift from a narrow focus on
commodities in the direction of ecosystem protection and
rehabilitation.

The Clinton administration expects Option 9 to be
approved by the secretaries of Agriculture and Interior on
April 14, The plan then goes toJudge William Dwyer, who

must approve Option 9 before logging can resumein areas
covered by his injunction (see chronology on page 5).
First, the good news

The plan’s biggest departure from past practicesis the
creation of late-successional reserves where the protection
and rehabilitation of old-growth habitat are paramount.
In California, over 1.5 million acres of these reserves,
containing approximately 43 percent of the old-growth
remaining on federal lands within the owl’s range, would
beestablished. Within the reserves, stands of trees that are
less than 80 years old could be thinned, but old-growth
groves could not be logged except as part of a salvage sale
(see chart on page 4).

Equally important is Option 9's creation of riparian
reserves alongevery federally managed streamcourse within
the range of the northern spotted owl. These reserves,
ranging in size from 200 feet across for ephemeral and
intermittent streams to 600 feet across for permanently
flowing fish-bearing streams, would protect another
798,900 acres in northwestern California alone and would
contain nearly 8 percent of its old-growth forest. Though
ordinary timber sales could not take place within the
reserves, roadside “hazard tree” felling and salvagelogging
would be allowed, as would the attendant road construc-
tion if “no feasible alternative” exists.

continued on page 4

What course the agency takes will depend on the
outcome of an environmental review. California Wilder-
ness Coalition executive director Jim Eaton says conserva-

" tionists will insist on a full environmental impact state-

ment instead of the less thorough environmental assess-
ment. And any analysis will have to consider not just the
project itself but the cumulative effects on the region and
any indirect impacts to the roadless area.

Sally Miller is a Friends of the Inyo activist and a director
of the California Wilderness Coalition.
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Coalition news

Wilderness Record

‘_ _Even when there mn’t meetings there are
many other projects filling our lives. My last two
weekends have been devoted to repainting the
house, a long-neglected enterprise that is sure to
please the neighbors. Those neighbors were off
bicycling to Calistoga, camping at Joshua Tree, or
hot-spring hopping down the east side of the Sierra,
but then they had already painted their houses.

Understanding the unavailability of weekends,
Wendy made me commit months ago to taking off
in March to spend time in the snow. Three days
were marked on the sacred calendar that schedules
our lives and declared inviolate to other meetings,
events, or activities. We had enjoyed staying at
Sorenson'’s in Hope Valley last year, so we planned
a repeat performance.

‘cuss wildemess m

evenlng meeting at our cabin.

great to get away and wander about on snowshoes,

: thedmnghtweaxeiadngagainﬂusyear

__sodden wet or bone dry yean are the norm, wlth
e looldngforatimeln_ 5 ’

-~ efforts to avoid it are.
~ ‘Actually, | couldn’tavoid a meeting thatweek 7
__end, since Bill Worf of Wilderness Watch was out  ized licence plates of passing cars, trying to decl-
from Montana and wanted to get together to dis-
ent. But I arranged for
Canyon Fred and a friend to bring Bill up for an:

. Normally I prefer camping out to staying in a._;r -
_cabin, but the owners of Sorenson's are strong
~_environmentalists, the cabin is rustic (and allows
- dogs), andsuowcamplngcan be rather cold. Itwas

Fenvironmental engineer.” [ still have the plates
‘was assigned when I bought my truck; I think they

: esia Galaxy, = 0 s

- butthe experience hammered home the severity of )
~ them. Whoelse has license plates with an environ- S
lnDavlswe’vehadaboutGOpementofnormal o 7
‘suppose 1 was expecting something
ie Sierra. 1 was not prepared for bare

average rainfall fairly rare. :
Idon’tknow what pmof I have for this hypoth-
esis, except that last week former CWC employee
Nancy Kang related to me the flood and drought
reproductive strategies of meadowfoam, arare plant
found in vernal pools. Meadowfoam empioys dif-
ferent means of multiplying depending on the
capricious California winters. It appears to have
adapted to the vagaries of Mother Nature.
Nevertheless, | expect we will hearmore clamor
for new dams (which are supposed to magically
create more water by their very presence), see less
water for endangered wildlife, and face concern
about summer wildfires. As I drove back from
Sorenson’s through the area burned by the Cleve-
land fire, I thought about how fire is & natural and
important part of California and how futile our

I then amused myself puzzling over personal
pher their messages. The game continued when
Steve Evansdroveover thisweekend with KPITWLD
plates on his truck. Wendy has ANCTFOR on.her
Honda, having falled to get any abbreviation for
may be the catalog number forasmrln the Androm-

For many years Ike Livermore has had SESPE
and Bob Barnes SF KERN for places near and dear to

mcntalmesage? e

By llm Eaton

Letters

In the “Spots on our Record” item on page 2 of the
March 1issue, 1893 is given as the correct date of the
founding of the Sierra Club. It doesn’t give me any
pleasure to point out that you now have a blotch on top of
the spot—the correct date is actually 1892.

I'have enclosed part of an article on the founding of
the Sierra Club from a 1917 issue of the Sierra Club Bulletin.
As you will see on page 139, June 4, 1892 should be
considered the day the club was founded. And just for the
record, if you have the space, it would be interesting to
note that although John Muir was the first president and
most prominent member of the Sierra Club, it was actually
Prof. J. H. Senger who originated the idea of such a club.

Peter Browning
Lafayette

“Film stunt in Inyos has conservationists seeing red”
[February 1994 WR] is a very misleading story. Bottom
line, not all conservationists are seeing red, and in spite of
the almost overwhelming temptation to trash the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM), I do not believe that in this
case the BLM deserves condemnation.

------------------------

What is not in the story is that, very early in the
permitting process, local conservationists in Ridgecrest
(the event was permitted out of the Ridgecrest Resource
Area office) were made aware of the request for the permit.
We commented, both in person and in writing, on what
we thought appropriate action would be. We personally
know that the BLM was very concerned about the permit
and did consider not issuing it. However, filming is a very
important economic activity in Ridgecrest. The BLM had
already been very heavily criticized in the local press and
by local business for delaying or denying film permits.
We, as what we hope are reasonable conservationists,
ultimately supported issuing the permit because we be-
lieved that the conditions were in place to prevent damage
to the wilderness study areas (WSAs) and the land in
general, and because we don’t want to be tarred as unrea-
sonable obstructionists over an issue that is not worth
fighting. Itis also worth repeating, asstated in your article,
that the Interior Board of Land Appeals agreed with our,
and the BLM’s, position that the permit conditions were
adequate.

continued on page 7
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A ranged match

The Range of Light Group, an association of the Mono
and Inyo County members of the Toiyabe Chapter of the
Sierra Club, has joined the California Wilderness Coali-
tion. Asthe group’s name suggests, its focus is the Sierra—
in particular, the wildernesses and roadless areas of the
Inyo National Forest.

The group currently is working to protect the Sherwin
and San Joaquin roadless areas from development (ski
resorts have been proposed for both areas). Development
of another kind threatens the ghost town of Bodie; the
group s fighting a proposal to reopen the Galactic mine at
Bodie for commercial gold mining.

Monitoring logging plans and protecting Mono Lake
round out the group’s activities.

Formore information about the Range of Light Group,
call Bette Goodrich, conservation chair, at (619) 935-4568.

An alliance

An alliance of conservation groups working to pre-
serve California’s biological diversity has formed, and the
California Wilderness Coalition is taking part.

The California Biodiversity Alliance will coordinate a
statewide effort to preserve California’s native diversity of
plants and animals.

The CWC's decision to join the new alliance reflects
our realization that biodiversity and wilderness are inex-
tricably linked.

A mystery

Who is this man? Why is he
- wearing shades? And what is he
doing in the Wildemess Record?
See page 7 for answers.

And thanks

California has lost a wilderness supporter, but thanks
to the generosity of Jack Francis’ friends, the California
Wilderness Coalition will continue to protect the state’s
wildlands. We received donations in Jack’s honor from
Mary Bavaro, Irene and Ed Case, Dr. and Mrs. Cedric
Dempsey and family, Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Luke, and Ray
and Joette Stick.

We are grateful also to Bill McGuire, who donated a
slide projector, screen, and carousels.

(o )
Wilderness TrMa Qulz ~
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It's wild, it’'s remote, and we bet you’ve never heard of |t
It's the Smoke Creek Desert Wilderness

By Jim Eaton

In days past, bison roamed here. Remnant bands of
pronghorn still do. Gray wolves once stalked through the
mountains. Today, coyotes are the largest predator.

This is not a description of the Great Plains or the
Rocky Mountains. This is the Smoke Creek Desert Wilder-
ness of northeastern California and northwestern Nevada,
but few residents of either state know its wild beauty.

The inhospitable volcanic uplands guarding the west-
ern flank of the Smoke Creek Desert have seen a lot of
history. Explorers John Charles Frémont and Kit Carson,
searching for an easy route across the Sierra, passed this
way in the winter of 1843. Emigrants avoided its rugged
terrain by trekking to the east and south. And James and
Jennifer Stolpa found the lands to the north a formidable
barrier in the winter of 1992-93.

On October 13, 1843, Frémont introduced the term
that is now used to characterize much of this region:

“The Great Basin—a term which I apply to the inter-
mediate region between the Rocky mountains and the
next range [the Sierra Nevada], containing many lakes,
with their own system of rivers and creeks, (of which the
Great Salt Lake is the principal) and which have no
connection with the ocean, or the great rivers which flow
into it.”

The Smoke Creek Desert Wilderness lies at the junc-
tion of three major geologic provinces—the Cascades, the
Sierra Nevada, and the Great Basin. The higher mountains
to the west wring the moisture from the prevailing storms,
leaving this region in a rain shadow. The few streams flow
into the Smoke Creek Desert Honey Lake, or the Madeline
Plains.

The desertis not without vegetation, however. On the
¢ontrary, Frémont’s expedition “entered a region where
the sagebrush resembled small trees. The trunks were a
foot in diameter, and the highest limbs were as much as
eight feet above the ground.”? One biologist has calcu-
lated that the standing biomass of Great Basin sagebrush

California
Nevada

Map by |im Eaton

actually exceeds that of
coastal redwoods.

This is volcanic coun-
try, and most of the rocks
were extruded during the
past 10 million years when
the earth'’s crust was break-
ingalongfaultsintothelarge
blocks that form today’s
basin valleys and mountain
ranges. Many of the moun-
tains exhibit horizontal
black stripes of basalt over-
laid by deposits. of white
volcanic ash. :

Some 14,000 years ago
Honey Lake was part of co-
lossal Lake Lahontan, the
Great Basin’s second-largest
Ice Age lake. At its maxi-
mum, Lake Lahontan-was
900 feet deep and covered
8,665 square miles, an area
that includes the modern
Pyramid and Walker lakes,
the Humboldt-Carson Sink,
and the Black Rock and

Skedaddle WSA.

A hiker enjoys the view from Hot Springs Peak,

Photo by Pete Yamagata

Smoke Creek deserts. Evi-
dence of thisenormous lake persists in terraces etched into
the slopes of the mountains by ancient waves.

More recently, Northern Paiutes inhabited this Jand
and left behind numerous petroglyph panels, habitation
caves, and hunting blinds.

Today the Smoke Creek Desert is home to mule deer,
wild horses, feral burros, and the ubiquitous cattle. They
share the range with the fastest land mammal in North
America, a species second only to the cheetah in swift-
ness—the pronghorn. Though once misidentified as an
antelope, the pronghorn is in a family, Antilocapridae,
unique to the North American continent. Pronghomrn
have been clocked at speeds over 55 miles an hour, and
these remarkable animals can maintain a speed of 45 miles
an hour for over four miles.

The desert also supports sage grouse, a characteristic
Great Basin species. The grouse gather in communal
strutting grounds on the sagebrush flats of Smoke Creek
Desert, while prairie falcons, golden eagles, red-tailed
hawks, and long-eared and great horned owls soar over-
head.

The Wilderness Proposal

Wild as it is, Smoke Creek Desert is not yet wilderness.
Indeed, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), which
oversees these lands, cannot see the wilderness for the
roads. In The Big Outside, Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke
call for the establishment of a million-acre Smoke Creek
Desert Wilderness in Nevada and California.- The BLM
broke this country up into numerous wilderness study
areas (WSAs) separated only by seldom-traveled dirt roads.
Five of the WSAs, which cover 350,000 acres, are within or
partly in California (see map).

The names of the WSAs are alluring: Skedaddle
Mountain, Dry Valley Rim, Five Springs, Twin Peaks, and
Buffalo Hills. And wouldn’t you like to visit Antelope
Basin, Buffalo Creek, Shinn Canyon, Chimney Rock, Eagle
Head, and Hole-in-the-Ground?

From the 7,680-foot summit of the Skedaddle Moun-
tains to the 200-foot deep volcanic caldera known as Hole-
in-the-Ground, there are expansive vistas of the Smoke
Creek Desert. Dry Valley Rim is a 17-mile fault block that
steeply rises to 1,500 feet above adjacent terrain. Through-
out the region, black and brown layered rimrock is high-

lighted by colorful green-yellow and orange lichens.

The BLM seems less than enamored with these “unin-
teresting landscapes,” however. The agency described
Five Springs WSA as “typical of rock-strewn, low, moun-
tainous sagebrush grassland found throughout the Great
Basin... [It] is best characterized as common and uninter-
esting without any particularly interesting or unique fea-
tures that would make it a good addition to the National
Wildemess Preservation System.”

Toits credit, the BLM recommended portions of three
WSAs, about forty percent of the total WSA acreage, for
wilderness designation. The agency fails to see the poten-
tial for a truly significant wilderness, however, and instead
chooses to avoid the possibility of conflicts with ranchers,
hunters, and off-read vehicle users by recommending
non-contiguous islands of wilderness.

The BLM recommendation was developed by a “tech-
nical review team” of local ranchers, hunters, off-road
vehicle users, and a few conservationists. Toreach consen-
sus, the team chose the higher, more inaccessible lands for
their wilderness proposal, leaving the lower slopes open to
vehicular traffic. Although they failed to propose a vision-
ary wilderness, it is significant that this group of local
residents did recommend more wilderness than was ex-
pected to be proposed by the BLM.

But the justifications for not recommending wilder-
ness were ludicrous. Some lands wereleft out to accommo-
date a particularly recalcitrant inholder. The Five Springs
WSA was rejected because the group already had sup-
ported a “wilderness suitability recommendation in four
of the six other WSAs under study.” And many lower
slopes were eliminated from consideration for lacking
solitude, despite the fact that few people visit the region.

On the whole, the recommendations of the technical
review team and the BLM reflect an antiquated view that
values wilderness primarily for its recreation potential.
The team saw the WSAs as a large pie to be divided among
competing interests. What emerged from the process was
a top-of-the-mountain proposal of wilderness islands,
akin to the rock and ice wilderness in the Sierra.

Just like the fragmented wilderness elsewhere in the
state, these isolated areas must be connected if the needs

continued on page 7
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Option 9: new hope...

continued from page 1

Also included in Option 9 are administratively-with-
drawn larids that would be designated by individual na-
tional forests and BLM districts to protect areas of scien-
tific, ecological, or recreational value. Though the four
national forests of northwestern California have yet to
complete their list of proposed withdrawals, more than
495,000 acres of federal land (over 7 percent of the state’s
old-growth) already have been withdrawn by the BLM,
Forest Service, and National Park Service. No logging of
any kind is allowed in most of these areas.

The last of Option 9’s large-scale land allocations,
adaptive management areas, are an experiment in local
involvement in forest management and in the develop-
ment of innovative techniques for logging and watershed
rehabilitation. These lands
would comprise over 565,000
acres of northwestern Califor-
nia in the Shasta-Trinity, Six
Rivers, and Klamath national
forests. How these areas will
bemanagedisamatterof great
concern to conservationists,
especially since several
roadless areas (and- nearly 6
percent of northwestern
California’s old-growth forest) lie within adaptive man-
agement units. Fortunately, the watershed protection
reforms included in Option 9 would apply to adaptive
management areas, as they do to all the lands affected by
the plan. :

Together, the late-successional reserves, riparian re-
serves, and administratively-withdrawn lands protect to
varying degrees almost 2.9 million of the 4.5 million acres
of now-unprotected federalland in north-
western California—the land not in-

When the Option 9 designations
are added, between 75 and 85 per-
cent of northwestern California’s
federally managed old-growth forest
will be protected. .

Option 9 also includes an aquatic conservation strat-
egy that prohibits activities that degrade watersheds.
Activities to be regulated and possibly eliminated include
logging, road construction, road maintenance, off-road
vehicle (ORV) use, and grazing. If aquatic conservation is
taken seriously by the agencies, even the most established
grazing allotments, ORV routes, and roads may be subject
to closure if they undermine the health of riparian and
aquatic ecosystems.

Now for the bad news
Despite the many reforms in Option 9, the final
version of the plan is not without serious flaws. Option 9
projects that 224 million board feet can be logged annu-
ally from northwestern California’s four national forests.
This projection strikes conservationists and even many
Forest Service employ-
eesasinconsistent with
the plan’s land alloca-

. tions, which seem to
requirea smaller annual
cut. ‘

Another problemis
that none of the re-
serves established by
Option 9 would be com-
pletelyoff-limits toeco-

nomic development, including logging, road construc-
tion, reservoir construction, and other activities at odds
with the purpose of the reserve system. Even old-growth
groves within late-successional reserves would be subject
to salvage logging if they are “damaged” extensively and
over a large area by fire, windstorms, drought, and other
natural occurrences. The danger posed by this provision
is obvious. Given that road construction, miriing, ORV

use, grazing, reservoir construction, and ski resort devel-
opment also would be allowed within late-successional
reserves if approved by an interagency oversight commit-
tee, the future ecological health of the reserves remains in
doubt.

Equally disturbing is Option 9’s failure to adequately
protect the health of watersheds, especially those water-
sheds containing threatened fish. For example, though
minimum buffers for fish-bearing and other permanently
flowing streams are assured, agencies have leeway, pend-
ing the completion of watershed analyses, in deciding
how much of a buffer is needed for ephemeral and inter-
mittent streams. In the absence of a mandate, federal land

Jnanagers maydepart considerably from the recommended

200-foot buffer width for these streams.

Even worse, not all streams and rivers containing
threatened fish were identified as key watersheds. Indeed,
of the 94 federally managed watersheds in California
containing threatened fish, only 25 are identified in Op-
tion 9 as key watersheds, and even those 25 are not
protected adequately. Following watershed analysis, fed-
eral land managers are free to allow development in key
watershedsif the analysis shows that the development will
not cause undue harm. Permissible activities in key
watersheds could include logging, mining, grazing, resort
development, and all the other forms of “multiple use”
that degraded these watersheds in the first place. Road-
buiding can continue also: the plan not only permits
roads to remain open “where necessary” for recreation and
administration but also allows federal land managers to
construct one mile of new road for every mile they close
and rehabilitate.

Perhaps the biggest disappointment in Option 9 isits
failureto create habitat corridors between reserves, wilder-
ness areas, and other founts of
biodiversity. Although the plan addresses

cluded in wilderness areas and national
parks. When the Option 9 designations
are added, between 75 and 85 percent of
northwestern California’s federally man-

What Option 9 allows

GL HL St RL CT RC M

aged old-growth forest will be protected. Key watershed (KW)
A less protective but still important before watershed
provision of Option 9 would designate analysis (WA)
certain rivers and streams that contain
threatened fish or high quality water as KW after WA* ® = 8 88 8 8 »

key watersheds. No net increase in road
mileage would be allowed, and an exten-

Late-successional reserve

sive watershed analysis would have to be (LSR), young stands ® ® E
conducted before any logging or other

development could take place. Though LSR, old-growth E

logging would not be prohibited, reha-

bilitation of these watersheds through Riparian reserve ® 8 2 ® n

road closures and roadbed restoration is
givenahigh priority. Implementation of
this program would be left to individual

Administratively withdrawn
(AW) for recreation, science,

land management agencies, however. or sensitive species
For the nearly 1S percent of north-
western California’s ancient forests left Other AW % %
open to logging, Option 9 requires that
at Jeast some patches of old-growth be Roadless area (RA)
retained. Hundred-acre circles would be in KW before WA
preserved around spotted owl nesting
areas, and other old-growth fragments RA in KW after WA* ~ - ® ®
would be left for mollusks, bats,
arthropods, lichens, fungi, and sensitive RA outside of KW before WA

plant populations. In addition, all old-
growth groves in watersheds that con-
tain less than 15 percent old-growth
would have to be preserved. Though this
provision sounds paltry, it would effec-
tively protect nearly half of the isolated
groves of anclent forest left outside of
reserves in the Mendocino National For-
est alone.

RA outside of KW after WA* % ® .5 3 %$ N =8

* Watershed analyses may dictate that certain harmful activities be prohibited.
% allowed & discretionary GL green tree logging

SL salvage logging
RC road construction

HL helicopter logging
RL roadside “hazard tree” logging CT commercial thinning
M mining G grazing ORV off-road vehicle use

Chart by Ryan Henson

connectivity by requiring that small
patches of old-growth and riparian forest
be left generally untouched, the small
size and limited distribution of the
patches make them inadequate. If spe-
cies are unable to travel safely between
protected enclaves, the risk of their extir-
pation Increases dramatically.

Roadless areas partially spared

In northwestern California, roadless
areas and designated wilderness areas are
often the only remaining strongholds of
biological diversity in an otherwise frag-
mented landscape. Given Option 9's
failure to establish secure corridors be-
tween reserved areas, and since many of
the reserves designated by the plan al-
ready have been logged and laced with
® roads, the need to protect the natural
integrity of roadless areas is greater than
ever.

- Though it does not protect all
roadless areas in the region, Option 9
does provide some security for northern
California’s wildlands. Preliminary esti-
mates indicate that over 80 percent of
northwestern California’s roadless lands
may fall within a late-successional or
riparian reserve, an administratively-
withdrawn area, or a key watershed. As
for the BLM’s holdings in the region, not
only are all wilderness study areas ad-
ministratively withdrawn, but almost
every forested acre the agency manages
in northwestern California has been ei-
ther withdrawn or incorporated into a

late-successional reserve.
continued on page 5

G ORV

8
X 4

b 4
X ¢ ¢ o

11111111111111111111111

VALY U e g s e

~~~~~~

LD O N N o B ) e



SNV Y NN N Y E I, g LA ol Sl gl Tt il et 4

Apiil' 1994 AP AN ST TN M IIS T

Thatcher Roadless Area in the Mendocino National Forest is bordered by clearcuts.
Thatcher will receive three overlapping designations under Option 9: key watershed,

late-successional reserve, and administrative withdrawal.
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and new challenges

Optlon 9’s designation
of reserved and withdrawn
areas, many of which clus-
ter around designated wil-
derness .areas, means that
not only will the ecological
strangulation of wilderness
areas be slowed, it may even
bereversed. Though north-
western California’s wilder-
ness areasare not completely
surrounded by thesede facto
buffers, many of them will
benefit. The Trinity Alps,
Marble Mountains,
Siskiyou, and Yolla Bolly-
Middle Eel wilderness areas
are in an excellent position
to serve as regional wilder-
nessrecovery areasglven the
amount of reserved and
withdrawn lands proposed
around them. If nothing
else, many potential addi-
tions to these wilderness

continued from page 4

No roads may be built in “inventoried” (officially
recognized) roadless areas within key watersheds, but
logging by helicopter, balloon, or other alternative meth-
ods may be allowed. This loophole is especially serious
because most of the old-growth within roadiess areas in
key watersheds could be logged economically by helicop-
ter, according to Option 9. Since watershed restoration is
supposed to take precedence over commodity extraction
in key watersheds, however, logging within these sensitive
areas will be harder than ever for land management
agencles to justify.

Northwestern California’s roadless lands within late-
successional reserves (310,000 acres in all) alsomayreceive
some protection under Option 9. Thinning in reserves is
confined to youngstands of trees, so old-growth and other
fragile habitats may be spared the chainsaw. If, however,
a large portion of a reserved roadless aréa burns, it may be
subject to salvage logging.

Californla’s administratively-withdrawn roadless ar-
eas (163,000 acres) would be closed to both green tree and
salvage logging. In the past, withdrawn lands could be
exploited at will since the continuation of their with-
drawn status was discretionary. Now that withdrawn
lands have been incorporated into Option 9's recovery
strategy for the northern spotted owl, they are not likely to
be opened to development again in the near future.

The roadless wildlands outside of reserved and with-
drawn areas (over 256,000 acres in California) are afforded
a small degree of protection. No development would be
allowed in any roadless area within the range of the
northern spotted owl until a comprehensive watershed
analysis is completed. These expensive and labor-inten-
sive analyses typically take a year or more to complete and
from six months to a year to interpret, so some national
forests and BLM districts may choose tadelay or forgo the
process. In the Interim, they will have to leave their
roadless lands alone.

Wilderness areas, at long last, receive buffers

The gradual encroachment of roads and clearcuts
around designated wilderness areas is a grave concern
among conservationists. Over time, wilderness has be-
come ecologically isolated, threatening the well-being of
species dependant on large, undisturbed areas for their
survival.

areas will be more protected
Photo by Ryan H than ever, and the opportu-
ato\by RyanBenson nity for Congress to enlarge
northwestern California’s

wilderness areas will be preserved.

At present, Option 91s simply a collection of complex
documents containing a bewildering assortment of mea-
sures, rules, and guidelines ranging in intent from vision-
ary toregressive. If the day-to-day decisions of federalland
managers reflect the visionary side of Option 9, the eco-

. logical health of northwestern California may improve

dramatically. If, however, Option 9's loopholes are fully
and consistently exploited, then the fragmentation of our
remaining wildlands will continue apace. The conserva-
tion community will have to monitor Option 9’s imple-
mentation in the years to come to safeguard northwestern
California’s precious wildlands.

Ryan Henson is assistant conservation director of the
California Wilderness Coalition.

New plan should
have been called
LACKFISH

The Clinton administration released in March its
interim plan to protect the anadromous fish of California,
Idaho, Oregon, and Washington by enhancing habitat for
salmon, steelhead, and some cutthroat trout. Dubbed
PACFISH, the plan and its accompanying environmental
assessment were Issued in response toa precipitous decline
inanadromousfish populations. Public commentson the
PACFISH strategy will be accepted until May 9.

The new plan applies only to federally owned water-
sheds outside the range of the northern spotted owl;
watersheds in owl territory are covered by provisions of
Option 9, the administration’s owl recovery plan (see
article beginning on page 1). The PACFISH plan will be
replaced when more specific plans for each region are
developed.

According to an analysis by the Western Ancient
Forest Campaign, the administration’s preferred alterna-
tive would designate some key watersheds and establish
temporary riparian habitat conservation areas—variously
sized corridors or buffer zones around streams, ponds,

' continued on page 6

11986 Draft land and resource management plans for
_ ‘the Mendocino, Shasta-Trinity, Six Rivers, and Kla-
- math national forests establish guidelines that would

ard

- The document will be officially approved ;
departments of Interior and Agriculture on April 14.

Judge Dwyer has yet to approve the plan. —RH
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Another road bites the dust

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is planning
to “decommission” 3.5 miles of road in the King Range
Natlonal €onservation Area (see map). The dirt road is
inside the King Range Wilderness Study Area.

Heavy equipment will be used to put the road to bed
by removing dralnage structures, excavating fills at stream
crossings, and reshaping hillsides to their former con-
tours. The old roadbed will be converted into a three-foot
wide trail for hiking and horseback riding. Two wide areas
will be left for possible use as helicopter landing sites.

The California Wilderness Coalition and other groups
have argued for decades that the BLM should close roads
in theKing Range. The agency has stood by its decades-old
plans for the area, despite protests, appeals, and public
opposition. - In addition to allowing vehicles into the
proposed wilderness, the original plan called for cutting
35 million board feet of trees annually.

The decision to close the King Range Road and other
recent actions indicate that BLM officials now understand
that wilderness preservation and biodiversity protection
are more important than off-road vehicle use and com-
modity extraction in the King Range.

The King Range Road will be closed at the Lightning
Trailhead. Wilderness activists believe an additional four
miles of road could be rehabilitated by bringing the
trailhead farther out of the proposed wilderness, but this
is a good start.

The King Range Road has been known as The Road to
Nowhere and as the Hastey Highway, a mocking reference
to BLM State Director Ed Hastey who authorized construc-
tlon of the road in the 1970s with little public notice.

Sierra NF sued over
Dinkey Lakes
grazing

Conservation groups have sued the Forest Service over
grazing allotments in the Sierra National Forest that have
been reauthorized for decades without a single environ-
mental analysis. The suit, filed by the Sierra Club Legal
Defense Fund on behalf of American Wildlands, the Cali-
fornia Native Plant Society, and California Trout, con-
tends that by not preparing environmental analyses, the
Forest Service has violated the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), the 1970 law that mandated environ-
mental review of all activities on federal lands that have
the potential to cause environmental degradation.

Though none of the forest’s 35 grazing allotments is
in compliance with the NEPA mandate, the lawsuit re-
quests an Immediate infunction against grazing in only
one, the Dinkey Creek allotment. About one-quarter of
that allotment lies within the Dinkey Lakes Wilderness or
the adjacent Dinkey Lakes Roadless Area. The allotment
also contains critical habitat for the threatened Lahontan
cutthroat trout, a species native tothe east side of the Sierra
that has been transplanted to the Dinkey Lakes area. If
granted by the U. S. District Court, the injunction would

" remain in effect until the Forest Service complies with the
law by writing either an environmental analysis or an
environmental impact statement.

By ignoring its NEPA responsibilities for all these
years, the Forest Service has denied the public its opportu-
nity to participatein the planning for these Sierra National
Forest lands. As part of an environmental review, the
agency must consider alternative uses of the allotments
and solicit public input. The agency did initlate scoping,
the preliminary stage of the NEPA process, in 1992, but the
effort was dropped.
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Soda Mountain land
swap—a small step
toward wilderness

By Dave Willis

The Medford (Oregon) District of the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) is seeking to negotiate a land swap
with the Bolse Cascade Company to obtain 160 acres of
private forestland thatlies just north and east of Pilot Rock
in the Soda Mountain Wilderness Study Area, a 31,000-
acre wildland that straddles the California-Oregon border.
The property is part of a critical land bridge, the only
remaining natural link between the eastern edge of the
Siskiyou Mountains and the southern stretch of the Cas-
cade Range. The forest provides necessary habitat for
wildlife migrating between these two anclent mountain
ecosystems. A section of the Pacific Crest Trail also crosses
the property.

Boise Cascade plans to cut this forest when the snow
melts this spring, but the company is willing to trade the
property for BLM forest land of equal value elsewhere.
Local BLM officials are prepared to move ahead with the
trade, but the Oregon state director of the agency has yet
to grant authorization.

Letters needed now

Letters from activists urging the BLM to proceed
swiftly on the trade can help. Please write a brief letter to
Rich Drehobl, Ashland Area Resource Manager, BLM
Medford District, 3040 Biddle Road, Medford, OR 97504.
Send a copy of your letter to Dean Bibles, BLM Oregon
State Director, P. O. Box 2965, Portland, OR 97208,

continued on page 7

PACFISH

continued from page 5

1eservoirs, and wetlands. The plan would not impose new
restrictions on logging, however, and it provides no new
protection for roadless areas or old-growth forests. .

To obtain a copy of the plan and environmental
assessment, call (202) 205-0957. For more information,
call the Forest Service’s San Francisco office at (415) 705-
1158 or the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in Sacra-
mento at (916) 978-4720. National forests and BLM
districts also should have information. For a copy of the
Western Ancient Forest Campaign’s analysis, write to
them at 1400 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 or
call (202) 939-3324.

. Comments should be mailed by May 9 to: PACFISH
EA, Forest Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, P. O.
Box 96090, Washington, DC 20090-6090.

Lawsuit to protect
steelhead is an
upstream battle

By Ryan Henson

Few species of fish appear more resilient, determined,
and just plain tough than Oncorhynchus mykiss, the steel-
head trout. These fierce-looking fish have survived for
millennia despite droughts, predators, landslides, storms,
and a constant flux in streamcourse conditions. Like
salmon, steelhead once crowded hundreds of Pacific Coast
streams as they fought their way upstream to spawn.

Despite the steelhead'’s tenacity and adaptability, the
speciesis threatened across its entire range, from Washing-
ton to southern California, as a result of decades of habitat
loss and degradation. Indeed, as a result of logging,
overfishing, and dam construction, more than 75 percent
of all steelhead runs are now extinct. If habitat loss
continues, the remaining 178 runs may soon meet the
same fate as their kin.

To halt and perhaps even reverse the sharp decline in
steelhead, the Oregon Natural Resources Council (ONRC)
recently petitioned the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMES) to list all steelhead runs from Washington to
southern California under the Endangered Species Act.
Each run is a distinct population of fish that return to the
same stream each year.

The ONRC decided to petition for the listing of all
steelhead rather than individual runs since the agency has
rejected narrower petitions in the past by arguing that not
all individual runs qualify as “evolutionarily significant

‘units” (ESUs), or, to putit another way, that not all runs are

distinct subspecies requiring specialized protection. By
submitting.a cornprehensive petition, the ONRC hopes to
avoid the ESU issue entirely and force the agency to
address the substance of the petition.

If the petition is approved and the steelhead trout is
listed as either threatened, sensitive, or endangered, many
of the activities currently destroying the riparian habitat
of Pacific Coast streams will have to be curtailed. This
could have a profound effect on California: - of the 178
steelhead runs remaining, 82 are in California, and they
occupy some of the state’s most important rivers and
streams, including the Sacramento, the Eel, and the Kla-
math.

Howbad is the steelhead's decline? Data gathered by
the California Department of Fish and Game show that
the number of adult steelhead returning to the Klamath
and its tributaries shrank from 1,677 in 1989 to 207 in
1992. .The Middle Fork Eel River’s summer steelhead
fishery—the largest in the state—has shrunk by 25 percent
just since 1991.

According to the ONRC petition, the NMFS may
choose to list summer and winter steelhead runs sepa-
rately, list all 178 runs individually, or list all runs collec-
tively as a single species. The agency would then prepare
a recovery plan for the species, or for individual runs, to
address long-term habitat needs. As with Option 9,
President Clinton'’s recovery plan for the northern spotted
owl, the details of a steelhead Tecovery plan are sure to be
controversial.

The NMFS has announced that it will decide some-
time in May whether to list the steelhead stocks of north-
ern California and southern Oregon. The agency wants
more time to study steelhead populations elsewhere. As
ONRC conservation director Andy Kerr and staff ecologist
Joy Belsky acknowledge, “The process of listing endan-
gered species is both biological and political,” so saving the
beleaguered steelhead will not be a simple task.
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CWC Fundraiser set for May 6

Join the California Wilderness Coalition
May 6 when we roast—and honor—Bob
Schneider. A founder and former president
of the Coalition, Bob is the first builder/
developer ever invited to serve on our
advisory board. His long history with the
CWC and his ability to campaign for native
oak protection even as he builds houses in
oak habitat make him eminently suited for
the roasting spit. The fun starts at 7:30 p.m.,
Friday, May 6, at the Veterans’ Memorial
Center, 203 East 14th Street, in Davis.
Tickets are $15 and can be purchased in
advance from the CWC at 2655 Portage Bay
East, Suite 5, Davis, CA 95616.

(Why the shades? It was the seventies, after all.)

Smoke Creek

continued from page 3

of wildlife are to be served. There is no need for separate
wildlife corridors here, however, because the WSAs are
contiguous. All thatis needed is the will to close some dirt
roads.

This part of the Great Basin needs an ambitious plan
like the million-acre wilderness suggested by Foreman and
Wolke. The first step to this goal can be taken by combin-
ing the five WSAs California shares with Nevada into a
350,000-acre Smoke Creek Desert Wilderness. That is
what the California Wilderness Coalition will propose.

1Ferol Egan, Frémont, Explorer for a Restless Nation,
University of Nevada Press, 1985, p. 189. -

Jim Eaton s executivedirectorofthe Califomia Wildemness
Coalition.

Soda Mountain

continued from page 6

In your letter, stress that this is an excellent opportu-
nity for amiable cooperation among citizens, industry,
and government to protect part of the critical, forested
land bridge that provides a much-needed wildlife corridor
between the Siskiyou and Cascade ranges. The legal
description of the parcel is: T41S, R2E, Sec. 2, including the
NW, NE, and SE quarters of the NW quarter, and the NE
quarter of the SW quarter.

Photo by Alan R. Houser

continued from page 2.

The stunt went bad, as has been amply documented.
The reason was that the film company did not measure
wind speed as required in the permit: As also stated in the
article, the site (and theimpact sites outside the WSA) have
been restored, and there was little actual damage anyway.
The film company has been cited. And, as.a result of this
incident and another filming incident near the Trona
Pinnacles which received practically no notice, the permit
requirements are being updated to prevent damage to
public lands in the future. As for the use fee, it is low, but
the fee for taking gold out of our public land is lower (i.e.
zero), and the fee for grazing is also somewhat low.

There is no “mess” left to clean up. This whole
incident is a tempest in a teapot. The BLM was not wrong
to issue the permit, as we on the ground see it. As we look
at it, the hullabaloo is a result of a personal conflict
between the film company location person, who was very
abrasive, and Desert Survivor representative Doug Kari,
and because the Disney company was involved. We,
conservationists and Desert Survivor members who deal
with this stuff, would really like to be consulted before you
go off half-cocked on insignificantissues, and we also wish
you could devote paper and ink to issues, such as the Off-
Road Vehicle Management Plan, mining law reform, graz-
ing reform, or many others, that deserve serious attention.

Page 7

DATES TO
REMEMBER

May 1 ACTIVISTS’ MEETING of the |
California Ancient Forest Alliance in Davis.
For details, call Jim Eaton at (916) 758-
0380.

May 6 FUNDRAISER for the California
Wilderness Coalition. See description at
left.

ness Coalition’s Board of Directors in
Davis. Call Jim Eaton at (916) 758-0380
for details.

,May 9 COMMENTS DUE on the
administration’s plan to improve habitat
for anadromous fish in the Pacific North-
west. Send comments to: PACFISH EA,
Forest Service, U. S. Department of
Agriculture, P. O. Box 96090, Washing-
ton, DC 20090-6090. (See article on
page 5.)

May 11 APPLICATION DEADLINE for the
Art of the Wild writers workshop in
Squaw Valley in July. For more informa-
tion, contact the Department of English
at U.C. Davis, Davis, CA 95616; (916)
752-1658. '

May 7 MEETING of the California Wilder-

| Wildernese Trivia
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Coalition Member Groups

Ancient Forest Defense Fund; Branscomb

Angeles Chapter, Sierra Club; Los Angeles

Back Country Horsemen of CA; Springville

Bay Chapter, Sierra Club; Oakland

Butte Environmental Council; Chico

California Alpine Club; San Francisco

Califomia Mule Deer Association; Lincoin

California Native Plant Society; Sacramento

Citizens for Better Forestry; Hayfork

Citizens for Mojave National Park; Barstow

Citizens for a Vehicle Free Nipomo Dunes;
Nipomo

Committee to Save the Kings River; Fresno

Conservation Call; Santa Rosa

Davis Audubon Society; Davis

Desert Protective Council; Palm Springs

Desert Survivors; Oakland

Eastern Sierra Audubon Society; Bishop

. Ecology Center of Southem Califomia; Los

Angeles
El Dorado Audubon Society; Long Beach

' Friends Aware of Wildlife Needs (FAWN);

Georgetown
Friends of Chinquapin, Oakland
Friends of Plumas Wildemess; Quincy
Friends of the Inyo; Lone Pine
Friends of the River; San Francisco
Fund for Animals; San Francisco

Wilderness Record

Marin Conservation League; San Rafael
Mendocino Environmental Center; Ukiah
Mono Lake Committee; Lee Vining

Monterey Peninsula Audubon Society; Carmel
Mt Shasta Area Audubon Society; Mt. Shasta
Mt Shasta Recreation Council

Mountain Lion Foundation; Sacramento
Native Species for Habitat; Sunnyvale

Natural Resources Defense Council; S'F.
NCRCC Sierra Club; Santa Rosa

Nordic Voice; Livermore

Northcoast Environmental Center; Arcata
Northem Coast Range Biodiversity Project;

Hands Off Witd Lands! (HOWL); Davis

High Sierra Hikers Association; Truckee
Kaweah Flyfishers; Visalia

Keep the Sespe Wild Committee; Ojai

Kemn Audubon Society; Bakersfield

Kem River Valley Audubon Society; Bakersfield
Kem-Kawesh Chapter, Sierra Club; Bakersfiek
Klamath Forest Alliance; Etna

League to Save Lake Tahoe; S. Lake Tahoe

Peppermint Alert; Porterville

Placer County Cons. Task Force; Newcastie

Planning & Conservation League; Sac.

Range of Light Group, Toiyabe Chapter,
Sierra Club; Mammoth Lakes

Redwood Chapter, Sierra Club; Santa Rosa

Redwood Coast Law Center; Mendocino

The Red Mountain Association; Leggett

Resource Renewal Institute; San Francisco

Rural Institute; Ukiah

Sacramento River Preservation Trust; Chico

Saimon Trollers Marketing Ass'n.; Fort Bragg

San Diego Chapter, Sierra Club; San Diego

Loma Prieta Chapter Sierra Club; Palo Alto Davis San Fernando Valley Audubon Society; Van
Lost Coast League; Arcata Pasadena Audubon Society Nuys

Madrone Audubon Society; Santa Rosa People for Nipomo Dunes Nat'l. Seashore; Save Our Ancient Forest Ecology (SAFE);
Marble Mountain Audubon Society; Greenview Nipomo ; : Modesto

“We generally prefer our national parks
to be ‘infested’ with animals, plants, and
”
large t’_'ees' —CWC executive director Jim Eaton,
in response to a Lassen National Park
proposal to remove “infestations” of
vegetation and burrowing animals
from the site of Manzanita dam.

Sea & Sage Audubon Society; Santa Ana
Sequoia Forest Alliance; Kemville

Sierra Ass'n. for the Environment; Fresno
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund; S. F.
Sierra Treks; Ashland, OR

Soda Mtn. Wildemess Council; Ashland, OR
South.Fork Watershed Ass'n.; Porterville
South Yuba R. Citizens League; Nevada City
Tulare County Audubon Society; Visalia
U.C. Davis Environmental Law Society

W. States Endurance Run; San Francisco
The Wildemess Society; San Francisco
Wintu Audubon Society; Redding

Yolano Group, Sierra Club; Davis

Yolo Environmental Resource Center; Davis
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How to use this guide

California has a wealth of wildemess areas—so many
that sometimes the most difficult part of planning a trip is
narrowing down the possibilities. Whether you want to
take a three-week trek or a weekend hike, planning your
trip starts with the basics, and among other things, that
means knowing what is and isn’t allowed. To get you
started, wé surveyed the manag-

high, you may be required to have a campfire permit touse
a camp stove. Campfire permits are-available at ranger
stations and are valid anywhere in the state.

e If pets are allowed. Pets are prohibited from wilder-
ness areas In state and national parks. Where pets are
allowed, they must be under control, and in many wilder-

ness areas dogs must be leashed.

ers of the 64 state and federal
wilderness areas you can visit in
Californiaabout theregulations
in effect for 1994.

Some regulations are uni-
versal and well-known. Bicycles
and off-road vehicles (except
wheelchairs) are prohibited from
allwilderness areas, soyouwon't
find that information listed for
each entry.

What you wlll findis:

e Whether there's a quota
on the number of people al-
lowed into the wilderness each
day. Usually, the quota is in
effect only during the peak sum-
mer recreation season, butsome
wilderness areas have quotas
year-round. The quota may be
on overnight use only, or on
day and overnight use. The
quota may apply to the entire
wilderness or to just the most

ﬁfc\ North Coast
ﬁ/A\ Bay Area
[E\ Central Coast
/Elc\ South Coast

California Bioregions
MA\ Modoc Plateau
JA\ Sierra Nevada

» Whether any portion of the
wilderness is closed to recreational
use. Closures may be needed to
protect sensitive species or fragile
ecosystems.

* The office to contact for more
information. Because regulations
can change suddenly in response to
local conditions, contact the ranger
district (RD), national forest (NF) or
park office before you leave for your

trip. This is especially important
during fire season.

e A symbol indicating which
bioregion the wilderness is in (see
map)..

All wilderness managers now
recommend or require “leave no
trace” recreation. Among other
things, that means camping away
from water sources and trails, carry-

. Ingweed-free feed for stock, packing
out all litter, not shortcutting
switchbacks, and building campfires
only in existing rings or pits or,

. better still, not at all.-
In bear country, you may want

popular trails. [ED\ Colorado Desert
® Whether you need a per-
mit to enter the wilderness. Map by Jim Eaton
Some of the most popular areas
require permits for both day and

overnight use. Permits are free, but there may be a charge
to reserve a permit in areas that have quotas. If you are
found without a permit in an area where permits are
required, you can be cited.

« If there’s a party size limit on how many people and
pack or saddle stock can travel and camp together.

o If fires are allowed. You must have a state campfire
permit, obtainable at any ranger station or park office, to
have a fire on public land. Note that possession of a
campfire permit does not authorize you to have a fire in an
area where fires are restricted. Where the risk of wildfire is

Agua Tibla /5\

Quota: no Permit: overnight Party size: 1S people, 8
stock Fires: no Pets: leashed ‘Closures: no Notes: carry
water; no overnight stock use; no target shooting or
plinking Contact: Palomar RD, Cleveland NF, 1634 Black
Canyon Road, Ramona, CA 92065; (619) 788-0250.

Ansel Adams /5N

Quota: overnight, late June-September 15 Permit:
overnight Party size: 1S people, 25 stock Fires: below
9,600 feet Pets: yes Closures: some areas closed to
campingor campfires Note: no target shootingor plinking
Contact: Mono Lake RD, Inyo NF, P.O. Box 429, Lee
Vining, CA 93541; (619) 647-3000 or Minarets RD, Sierra
NF, P. O. Box 10, North Fork, CA 93643; (209) 877-2218.

Anza-Borrego, /&o\

Quota: no Permit: no- Party size: no limit Fires: only
in enclosed container Pets: no Closures: no Notes: no
stock; backpackers should register at office before entering
wilderness Contact: Anza-Borrego State Park, P. O. Box
299, Borrego Springs, CA 92004; (619) 767-5311.

Boney Mountain /sc
Quota: no Permit: no Party size: no limit Fires: only
at designated sites Pets: no Closures: no Note: no
overnight or stock use Contact: Point Mugu State Park at
(818) 880-0350 or call (800) 533-PARK.

Bucks Lake AR\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: yes Pets: yes Closures: no Contact: Quincy RD,
Plumas NF, 39696 nghway 70, Quincy, CA 95971; (916)
283-0558. , . .

to carry your food in a bear-proof
canister. Canisters can be rented at
Sequoia-Kings and Yosemite national patks or purchased
from Garcia Machine, at (209) 732-378S. - ‘

You should assume that all water sources are contami-
nated with giardia or other microorganisms. Either boil
water for five minutes or use an approved fllter. Filters, as
well as guldebooks and maps, are widely avallable at stores
specializing in outdoor recreation.

Wilderness maps can be purchased from the Forest
Service and Park Service. Both agencles also have free
handouts that will help you plan, and enjoy, your trip.
Call, write, or visit one of the offices listed as contacts.

Caribou MM

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25
stock Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: yes Closures:
no Contact: Almanor RD, Lassen NF, P.O. Box 767,
Chester, CA 96020; (916) 258-2141.

Carson-Iceberg AR\

. Quota: no Permit: overnight, April 1-November
30 Party size: 1S people, 25 stock Fires: yes Pets: yes
Closures: no Note: no target shooting or plinking
Contact: Calaveras RD, Stanislaus NF, P. O.Box 500,
Hathaway Pines, CA 95233; (209) 795-1381 or Sum-
mit RD, Stanislaus NF, #1 Pinecrest Lake Rd.,
Pinecrest, CA 95364; (209) 965-3434 or Carson RD,
Toiyabe NF, 1536 S. Carson St., Carson City,
89701; (702) 882-2766.

Castle Crags A\

‘Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25
stock Fires: yes, but not recommended Pets: yes
Closures: no Notes: climbers prohibited from plac-
ing new bolts; pets not allowed in Castle Crags State
Park Contact: Mount Shasta RD, Shasta-Trinity NF,
204 West Alma Street, Mount Shasta, CA 96067;
(916) 926-4511.

Chanchelulla R\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25
stock Fires: permit required April-October Pets:
leashed Closures: no Notes: few trails; scarce water
Contact: Yolla Bolly RD, Shasta-Trinity NF, HCO1
Box 400, Platina, CA 96076; (916) 352-4211.

Chumash /&

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: leashed Closures: no
Note: camping restricted to designated sites Contact:
Mount Pinos RD, Los Padres NF, HC1 Box 400, Frazier Park,
CA 93225; (805) 245-3731.

Cucamonga 3\

Quota: no Permit: day and overnight Party size: 12
people, 25 stock Fires: no Pets:leashed Closures: no Note:
stock use not advised because terrain is very steep Contact:
Cajon RD, San Bernardino NF, 1209 Lytle Creek, Lytle
Creek, CA 92358; (909) 887-2576 or Mt. Baldy RD, Angeles
NF, 110 North Wabash Ave., Glendora, CA 91764; (818)
335-1251.

Cuyamaca Rancho A\

Quota:no Permit: no Party size: depends on campsite
Fires: no Pets: no Closures: no Contact: Cuyamaca
Rancho State Park, 12551 Highway 79, Descanso, CA
91916; (619) 765-0755.

Desolation AN\

Quota: overnight, June 15-Labor Day Permit: day and
overnight, year-round Partysize: 15 people, 25 stock Fires:
no Pets: leashed Closures: no Contact: Eldorado Visitor
Center, Eldorado NF, 3070 Camino Heights Dr., Camino,
CA 95709; (916) 644-6048 or Lake Tahoe Basin Manage-
ment Unit, 870 Emerald Bay Road, Suite 1, South Lake
Tahoe, CA 96150; (916) 573-2600.

Dick Smith /&Q

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: yes Closures: yes, in fire
season Note: camping restricted to designated sites Con-
tact: Santa Barbara RD, Los Padres NF, Star Route, Santa
Barbara, CA 93105; (805) 967-3481 or Mount Pinos RD,
Los Padres NF, HC1 Box 400, Frazier Park, CA 93225; (805)

245-3731.
Dinkey Lakes AR\

Quota: no Permit: overnight Party size: 1S people, 25
stock Fires: yes Pets: yes Closures: no Note: no target
shooting or plinking Contact: Pineridge RD, Sierra NF, P.
O. Box 300, Shaver Lake, CA 93664; (209) 841-3311 or
Kings River RD, Sierra NF, 34849 Maxon Road, Sanger. CA
93657; (209) 855-8321.

Dome Land /AR\

Quota: no Permit: no Party sizé: 15 people, 15 stock
Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: yes ‘Closures: no Contact:
Cannell Meadow RD, Sequoia NF, P. O. Box 6, Kernville,
CA 93238; (619) 376-3781.

", .Bitterroot



Emigrant /AN 4
Quota: no Permit: overnight, April 1-November 30
Party size: 15 people, 25 stock Fires: below 9,000 feet; no
firesat Emigrant Lake Pets: yes Closures: some lakes closed
to stock Notes: no target shooting or plinking; new
wilderness plan being developed Contact: Summit RD,
Stanislaus NF, #1 Pinecrest Lake Road, Pinecrest, CA 95364;
(209) 965-3434.

Garda /&

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: yes Pets: yes Closures:no Contact: Santa Lucia RD,
Los Padres NF, 1616 North Carlotti Dr., Santa Maria, CA
93454; (805) 925-9538.

Golden Trout /iﬁ\

Quota: overnight, for some trails Permit: overnight,

“for some trails Party size: 1S people, 15-25 stock Fires:

seasonally restricted Pets: yes Closures: no Contact:
Mount Whitney RD, Inyo NF, P. O. Box 8, Lone Pine, CA
9354S; (619) 876-6200 or Cannell Meadow RD, Sequoia
NF, P. O. Box 6, Kernville, CA 93238; (619) 376-3781.

Granite Chief /AN\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 12 people, 8 stock
(overnight) or 12 stock (day use) Fires: yes Pets: yes, but
restricted from fawning habitat May 15-July 15 Closures:
Five Lakes Basin closed to camping, fires, and stock; Little
Needleand Mildred lakes closed tostock Contact: Truckee
RD, Tahoe NF, 10342 Highway 89 North, Truckee, CA
96161; (916) 587-3558 or Foresthill RD, Tahoe NF, 22830
Auburn Foresthill Rd., Foresthill, CA 95631; (916) 367-

2224, A -
'- Hauser /3c\

Quota: no Permit: day and overnight Party size: 15
people, 15 stock Fires: no Pets: yes Closures: no Note:
carry water Contact: Descanso RD, Cleveland NF, 3348
Alpine Blvd., Alpine, CA 91901; (619) 445-6235.

Henry Coe /iA\

Quota: yes Permit: overnight Party size: 8 people, no
limit on stock Fires: no Pets: no Closures: no Note: one
weekend a year (Aprll 23-24, this year) thereis accessto the
wilderness from Highway 152 at Bell Station Contact:
Henry Coe State Park, P. O. Box 846, Morgan Hill, CA
95038; (408) 779-2728.

Hoover /SJN\

Quota: late June-September 15 Permit: overnight
Party size: 15 people, 25 stock except in Sawtooth Zone
Fires: yes, except in Sawtooth Zone and Twenty Lakes
Basin Pets: yes Closures: Red and Blue lakes closed to
camping Note: no target shooting or plinking Contact:
Bridgeport RD, Tolyabe NF, P. O. Box 595, Bridgeport, CA
93517; (619) 932-7070 or Mono Lake RD, Inyo NF, P. O.
Box 429, Lee Vining, CA 93541; (619) 647-3000.

ishi MR

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: yes Closures:no Contact:
Almanor RD, Lassen NF, P.O. Box 767, Chester, CA 96020;
(916) 258-2141.

Jennie Lakes AN
Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 15 people, 25 stock
Fires: yes Pets: leashed Closures: no Contact: Hume Lake
RD, Sequoia NF, 35860 E. Kings Canyon Rd., Dunlap, CA
93621; (209) 338-2251.

John Muir /s"N\

Quota: overnight Permit: overnight Party size: de-
pends on location Fires: depends on location Pets: yes,
except in bighorn habitat Closures: stock excluded from
Mt. Whitney; no camping at Golden Trout Lake Note: no
target shooting or plinking Contact: Pineridge RD, Sierra
NF, P. O. Box 300, Shaver Lake, CA 93664; (209) 841-3311
or Mount Whitney RD, Inyo NF, P. O. Box 8, Lone Pine, CA
93545; (619) 876-6200. -

Joshua Tree /2\

Quota: no Permit: overnight Party size:nolimit Fires:
no Pets: no Closures: water sites closed to camping Note:
stock allowed only on Black Rock Canyon-Ryan trail
Contact: Visitor Center, Joshua Tree National Monument,
74485 National Monument Dr Twentynine Palms, CA
92277; (619) 367-7511.

Kaiser AN\

Quota: overnight Permit: overnight Party size: 15
people, 25 stock Fires: yes Pets: yes Closures: no Note:no
target shooting or plinking Contact: Pineridge RD, Sierra
NF, P.O. Box 300, Shaver Lake, CA 93664; (209) 841-3311.

Lassen AR\

Quota: no Permit: overnight and stock use Party size:
10people, 15 stock Fires: no Pets: no Closures: some areas
closed to camping or stock Notes: no overnight stock use;
regulations may changein 1994 Contact: Lassen Volcanic
National Park, P. O. Box 100, Mineral, CA 96063; (916)

595.4444.
'Lava Beds MM

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 12 people and stock
combined Fires: no Pets: no Closures: caves closed to
camping Note: carry water Contact: Lava Beds National
Monument, P. O. Box 867, Tulelake,CA96l34 (916) 667-
2282,

Sedum rosea

Machesna Mountain /"c'c\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: yes Pets: yes Closures: no Note: access from
American Canyon is limited, so call ahead Contact: Santa
Lucia RD, Los Padres NF, 1616 Carlotti Dr., Santa Maria,
CA 93454; (805) 925-9538.

Marble Mountain Ac\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: yes, but not recom-
mended Closures: no Note: large bear population Con-
tact: Happy Camp RD, Klamath NF, P. O. Box 377, Happy
Camp, CA 96039; (916) 493-2243 or Salmon River RD,
Klamath NF, P.O. Box 280, Etna, CA 96027; (916) 467-
5757 or Scott River RD, Klamath NF, 11263 Hwy 3, Fort
Jones, CA 96032; (916) 468-5351 or Ukonom RD, Klamath
NF; P. O. Drawer 410, Orleans, CA 95556; (916) 627-3291.

Matillja /&

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: leashed; 2 dogs per party
Closures: no Contact: Ojai RD, Los Padres NF, 1190 East
Ojal Ave., Ojai, CA 93023; (805) 646-4348.

Mokelumne AR\

Quota: no Permit: overnight, April 1-November 30
Party size: 1S people, 25 stock Fires: yes, except in Carson
Pass Restricted Area Pets: leashed Closures: lower
Mokelumne Canyon Contact: Amador RD, Eldorado NF,
26820 Silver Drive & Hwy. 88, Pioneer, CA 95666; (209)
295-4251 or Eldorado Visitor Center, 3070 Camino Heights
Dr., Camino, CA 95709; (916) 644-6048 or Calaveras RD,
Stanislaus NF, P. O. Box 500 Hathaway Pines, CA 95233
(209) 795-1381. o

Monarch AW\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 15 people, 25 stock
Fires: yes Pets: yes Closures: no Contact: Hume Lake RD,
Sequola NF, 35860 E. Kings Canyon Rd., Dunlap, CA
93621; (209) 338-2251.

Mount San Jacinto /.fl/c\

Quota: overnight Permit: day and overnight Party
size: 15 people, no limit on stock Fires: no Pets: no
Closures: use of Hidden Lake discouraged Notes: carry
water; no smoking on trails Contact: Mt. San Jacinto State
Park, P. O. Box 308, Idyliwild, CA 92549; (714) 659-2607.

Mount Shasta
Quota: no Permit: day and overnight Party size: 10
people, 10stock Fires: no Pets: no Closures: no Notes: no
ovemnight stock use; regs for Lake Helen may change this
year; no target shooting or plinking Contact: Mount
Shasta RD, Shasta-Trinity NF, 204 West Alma Street, Mount
Shasta, CA 96067; (916) 926-4511.

North Fork /ﬁ’\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: yes Closures: no Contact:
Mad River RD, Six Rivers NF, Star Route, Box 300, Bridgeville,
CA 95526; (707) 574-6233.

Phillip Burton A

Quota: overnight Permit: overnight Party size: de-
pends on campsite Fires: only below tide line with drift-
wood Pets: no Closures: no Note: camping allowed only
in designated sites Contact: Point Reyes National Sea-
shore, Point Reyes Station, CA 94956; (415) 663-1092.

Pine Creek /5c\

Quota: no Permit: day and overnight Party size: 15
people, 15 stock Fires: no Pets: yes Closures: no Note:
carry water Contact: Descanso RD, Cleveland NF, 3348
Alpine Blvd., Alpine, CA 91901; (619) 445-6235.

Pinnacles /&\

Quota: no Permit: yes Party size: no limit Fires: no
Pets: no Closures: climbing banned February-June near
raptor nesting sites Notes: no camping or stock use; no
smoking on trails during fire season Contact: Pinnacles
National Monument, Paicines, CA 95043; (408) 389-4485.

Red Buttes

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 8 people, 12 stock.

Fires: yes Pets: leashed Closures: no Notes: carry water;
Azalea Lake has segregated campsites for hikers and stock
users Contact: Rogue River NF, P.O. Box 520, Medford, OR
97501; (503) 776-3600.

Russian /ﬂ’c\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 20-25 people, 25
stock Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: yes Closures: no
Note: Taylor Lake is wheelchair-accessible with an able
partner Contact: Salmon River RD, Klamath NF, P.O. Box
280, Etna, CA 96027; (916) 467-5757 or Scott River RD,
Klamath NF, 11263 South Highway 3, Fort Jones, CA
96032; (916) 468-5351.

San Gabriel /50\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: seasonally restricted . Pets: leashed Closures: no
Contact: Mt. Baldy RD, Angeles NF, 110 North Wabash
Ave., Glendora, CA 91764; (818) 335-1251.

San Gorgonio /5c\

" Quota: day and overnight Permit: day and overnight
Party size: 15 people, 15 stock Fires: depends on location
Pets: leashed Closures: no Note: Regs may change in 1994
Contact:San Gorgonio RD, San Bernardino NF, 34701 Mill
Creek Road, Mentone, CA 92359; (714) 794-1123.

san Jacinto /50\

Quota day use, Devil’s Slide Trail Permit: day and
overnight Party size: 15 people, 25 stock Fires: only at
designated sites Pets: leashed and only in NF portion of
wilderness Closures: no Notes: no grazing of stock; regs
may change in 1994 Contact: Idyllwild Ranger Station,
San Bernardino NF, P. O. Box 518, Idyllwild, CA 92549;
(909) 659-2117.

San Mateo Canyon i\

Quota: no Permit: overnight Party size: 15 people, 25
stock Fires: no Pets: yes Closures: no Note: some trails
damagedby fire Contact: Trabuco RD, Cleveland NF, 1147
E. Sixth St., Corona, CA 91719; (909) 736-1811.



San Rafael /& :
Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: yes Pets: yes Closures: condor sanctuary and some

archaeological sites Note: campers encouraged to use .

designated campsites Contact: Santa Lucia RD, Los Padres
NF, 1616 Carlotti Dr., Santa Maria, CA 93454; (805) 925-

9538,
Santa Lucia /Z\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: yes Pets: yes Closures:no Note: campers encouraged
to use designated campsites ‘Contact: Santa Lucia RD, Los
Padres NF, 1616 Carlotti Dr., Santa Maria, CA 93454; (805)

9259538,
santa Rosa /5C\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 15 people, 15 stock
Fires: only at designated sites Pets: leashed Closures: no
Notes: no grazing of stock; regs may change in 1994
Contact: Idyllwild Ranger Station, San Bernardino NF, P.
O. Box 518, Idyllwild, CA 92549; (909) 659-2117.

Sequoia—Kings Canyon AN
Quota: yes Permit: overnight Party size: 15 people, 25
stock Fires: depends on location Pets: no' Closures: some
lakes closed to camping Note: park publishes Backcountry
Basics, a free trip-planning guide Contact: Sequoia &

Kings Canyon Natlonal Parks, Wilderness Permit Office,-

Three Rivers, CA 93271; (209) 565-3708 for permits or

(209) 565-3761.
Sespe /&

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: leashed; 2 dogs per party

Closures: Sespe Condor Sanctuary Note: Wild & Scenic -

River program may entail additional restrictions Contact:
Ojai RD, Los Padres NF, 1190 East Ojai Ave., Ojai, CA
93023; (805) 646-4348 or Mount Pinos RD, Los Padres NF,
HC1 Box 400, Frazier Park, CA 93225; (805) 245-3731.

Sheep Mountain /50\

Quota: no Permit: only for East Fork Trailhead Party
size: 25 people, 25 stock Fires: seasonally restricted Pets:
leashed Closures: no Note: regs likely to change in 1994
Contact: Mt. Baldy RD, Angeles NF, 110 North Wabash
Ave., Glendora, CA 91764; (818) 335-1251.

Silver Peak /é0\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: yes Closures:no Contact:
Monterey RD, Los Padres NF, 406 South Mildred, King
City, CA 93930; (408) 385-5434.

Siskiyou AN\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: seasonal restrictions possible Pets: yes Closures: no
Note: terrain not amenable to stock use Contact: Happy
Camp RD, Klamath NF, P. O. Box 377, Happy Camp, CA
96039; (916) 493-2243 or Gasquet RD, Six Rivers NF, P. O.
Box 228, Gasquet, CA 95543; (707) 457-3131 or Orleans
RD, Six Rivers NF, Drawer B, Orleans, CA 95556; (916) 627-
3291.
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Snow Mountain A\
Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: yes Closures: no Note: no
camping on private lands within wilderness Contact:

" Stonyford RD, Mendocino NF, 5080 Ladoga Road,

Stonyford, CA 95979; (916) 963-3128 or Upper Lake RD,
Mendocino NF, P. O. Box 96, Upper Lake, CA 9548S; (707)

275-2361.
South Sierra /ARN\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 15 people, 25 stock
Fires: depends on location Pets: yes Closures: no Contact:
Mt. Whitney RD, Inyo NF, P. O. Box 8, Lone Pine, CA
93545; (619) 876-6200 or Cannell Meadow RD, Sequoia
NF, P. O. Box 6, Kernville, CA 93238; (619) 376-3781.

South Warner A\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: yes Pets: yes Closures: no Contact: Warner Moun-
tain RD, Modoc NF, P. O. Box 220, Cedarville, CA 96104;

(916) 279-6116.
Thousand Lakes /&’c\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 25 stock
Fires: yes Pets: yes Closures: no Contact: Hat Creek RD,
Lassen NF, P.O. Box 220, Fall River Mills, CA 96028; (916)

336-5521.
Trinity Alps N\

Quota: no Permit: day and overnight Party size: 25
people, 25 stock Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: yes
Closures: Stoddard Lake closed to overnight stock use
Contact: Big Bar RD, Shasta-Trinity NF, Route 1, Box 10,
Big Bar, CA 96010; (916) 623-6106 or Weaverville RD,
Shasta-Trinity NF, P. O. Box 1190, Weaverville, CA 96093;

(916) 623-2121.
Ventana /2

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 15 people, 25 stock
Fires: yes Pets:leashed Closures: seasonal closures possible
Contact: Monterey RD, Los Padres NF, 406 South Mildred,
King City, CA 93930; (408) 385-5434.

West Waddell /&

Quota: yes Permit: overnight Party size: 6 people per
campsite Fires: no Pets: no Closures: no Note: no stock
Contact: Big. Basin State Park, 21600 Big Basin Way,
Boulder Creek, CA 95006; (408) 338-6132.

Yolla Bolly-Middle Eel R\

Quota: no Permit: no Party size: 25 people, 15 stock
Fires: seasonally restricted Pets: yes Closures: no Note:
carry water Contact: Covelo RD, Mendocino NF, 78150
Covelo Road, Covelo, CA 95428; (707) 983-6118 or Corn-
ing RD, Mendocino NF, 1120 Solano St., Corning, CA
96021; (916) 824-5196 or Yolla Bolly RD, Shasta-Trinity
NF, Platina, CA 96076; (916) 352-4211 or Mad River RD,
Six Rivers NF, Star Route, Box 300, Bridgeville, CA 95526;

(707) 574-6233.
Yosemite /R\

Quota: yes Permit: overnight Paity size: 15 people, 25
stockon trails; 8 people, no stock cross-country Fires: only
in established sites below 9,600 feet Pets: no Closures:

\/SOme areas closed to camping Note: park publishes Keep

Wild, a free trip-planning guide Contact: Wilderness
Office, P. O. Box 577, Yosemite National Park, Yosemite,
CA 95389; (209) 372-0285 or (209) 372-0310 for permits.
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: Join the California Wilderness Coalition :
I O Yes! 1wish to become a member of the California Annual Dues: t 1
: Wildemessbfo;l.iti%n. Enclosed is $ for first- Individual s 20.00 |
ear memoersnip aues. . o
| i Here is a s%ecial contribution of $ to Low-|.n<.:ome Ir?d'lwdual e Al :
| help the Coalition's work. Sustaining Individual  § 35.00 ]
i Benefactor $ 100.00 1
oD aME Patron $ 500.00
i Non-profit Organization $ 30.00 i
j ADDRESS Business Sponsor $ 50.00 §
| Mail to: t tax deductible i
I California Wilderness Coalition I
i 2655 Portage Bay East, Suite 5 |
I ary STATE — ZIP Davis, California 95616 I

Leichtlin’s mariposa

What is the
California Wilderness Coalition?

The California Wilderness Coalition is an alliance of
individuals, businesses, and more than 70 environmental
groups committed to wilderness preservation. By joining
together in a coalition, small groups like Friends of Plumas
Wilderness can call on wilderness lovers around the state
when local wildlands are threatened, and national organi-
zations like The Wilderness Society can call on the perspec-
tive and experience of grassroots activists. For 18 years,
the Coalition has been a unified voice on behalf of the
state’s wildlands.

What do we do?

The California Wilderness Coalition protects wilderness
by campaigning for new wilderness areas, monitoring how
existing wilderness is managed, and defending threatened
wildlands until they-too can be designated wildemess.
Though California presently has 65 wilderness areas, most
of the state’s wildlands are still at risk of being developed,
logged, or polluted. And California needs all the wilder-
ness it can get: the state’s biological diversity is fast
disappearing as habitat is destroyed.

So we support new laws, like the California Desert
Protection Act that would designate large tracts of our
fragile desert as national parks and wilderness areas. And
we defend good laws, like the Endangered Species Act,
from being compromised.

We also work to persuade the agencies that manage
wilderness and wildlands in California—the Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management, and National Park Service—
to better protect the areas in their care. We do that by
participating in the development of wilderness manage-
ment plans and by monitoring their implementation.
When all else fails, we go to court.

None of these goals is possible without the support of
Californians. So we also publish a monthly newspaper
about California’s rich heritage of wilderness and the many
threats that will diminish that heritage if our vigilance
falters. The Wilderness Record and other CWC publications
are designed to help Californians help wilderness.

r-------------_--
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Californla Wilderness Coalition
2655 Portage Bay East, Sulte 5
Davis, California 95616
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