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3 ‘Wildlands 2000: |
Newy wildemess for the new millennium

“In wildness is the

] o 2N ”
preservation of the world’
—~Henry David Thoreau

ny backpacker who has visited (orattempted to
visit) a Sierra Nevada wilderness in the past

several years can tell you that the Golden
State’s wilderness areas are becoming increasingly
crowded. Despite California’s large extent of existing
wildemess, increased use of these areas illustrates the
demand for new wilderness. As California’s popula-
tion increases, so too does its pressure on wilderness.
Popular hiking areas and key habitat are thus put at-
risk. Species continue to slide towards extinction.
Development chips away at our last wild places. And
the problem will only get worse in coming years. The
only solution is to protect remaining wilderness.

Beyond providing spectacular places to enjoy na-
ture, wilderness areas are invaluable strongholds for
wildlife like salmon and the desert tortoise, sources of
high-quality drinking water for millions of Califor-
nians, and places of personal challenge and spiritual
reflection. But most of all, protecting all remaining
wilderness is a first step toward leaving a legacy for
future generations of the human race. Wilderness is
important to the human spirit; it is valuable for its
existence.

In this special edition of the Wilderness Record
(which will return to its monthly schedule in August),
we present Wildlands 2000—a campaign to protect
more California wilderness. Inside you'll find an over-
view of the campaign, photographs and descriptions
of potential wilderness areas, a map of California’s ®
unprotected wilderness, and information on how to A h f t t |
get involved in the campaign. This is a long-term s owcas e o o en Ia
effort that will eventually lead to the protection of ® ®
millions of acres of wild areas. We hope you enjoy this I d t h G I
special issue, and hope you'll join us as we work to WI ern ess In e o en a e

protect California’s last great places.
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The Skedaddle Wilderness Study Area in Lassen County. Spectacular rock formations and vast fields of native
grasslands characterize this area. Photo courtesy of the Eagle Lake Chapter of the Audubon Society.

o , he goal of Wildlands 2000 is ambitious. We are
California Wilderness Coalition Non-Profit Org. working to protect, through wilderness designa-
zDss_s Pgr}afge I_Ba); ;assité Ste. 5 U.S. Postage tion, as many pristine, wild lands as possible. Not

avis, California PAID surprisingly then, our proposal will include literally hun-

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED Davis, CA dreds of areas around the state, containing millions of
Permit No. 34 acres of public land.

Phil Farrell . You may not have heard of many of the places

883 Loma Verde Ave proposed for wilderness under the Wildlands 2000 cam-

Palo Alto, CA 94303-4116 paign. These obscure roadless wild lands include places

like the No Name Roadless Area in the Cleveland National
Forest, the Reister Canyon Roadless Area in the Mendo-
“IIIII|ll|ll"l”lllIl"lIIIIIIII“III”IIIIIIIIIIII”IIIIIII cino National Forest, and the Timbered Crater Wilder- *

continued on page 3
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Campaign Overview

Does Califomia have
enough wilderness?

tack. Each year, wild areas across the state are

threatened by logging, mining, off-road vehicles
and other forms of development. Current proposals
include: ;

3
( :alifomia’s unprotected wilderness is under at-

® A plan to clearcut and run power lines through the
heart of the Mount Hoffman Roadless Area in the Modoc
National Forest. The power lines are part of a massive
energy development project that 1s proposed for the
region.

® An attempt by the U.S. Army to expand its base at
Fort Irwin to provide additional practice grounds for tank
warfare. The proposal would eliminate thousands of
acres of potenual wilder-
ness in the California

lion acres. While some of these areas identified as poten-
tial wilderness have already been protected, many others
remain at risk. :

Currently, California still contains over 400 potential
wilderness areas, covering at least five million acres of
public land (see map inside for locations). Most are areas
you've never heard of: the Duncan Canyon potential
wilderness in the Tahoe National Forest, or the Eden
Valley potential wilderness in the Ukiah BLM District, for
example. Other areas are better known: the King Range
National Conservation Area, in the heart of the Lost
Coast, and the beautiful White Mountains, east of the
Sierra Nevada. What these areas all have in common is
that they contain much of the most pristine remaining

wildlands to be found any-
where in California.

desert, including the
Owlshead, Kingston Range,
Avawatz, South Avawatz
Mountains, and Soda
Mountains potential wil-
derness areas.

¢ An effort by the Kla-

“A wilderness, in contrast with
those areas where man and his
works dominate the landscape,

is hereby recognized as an area
where the earth and its commu-

Wildlands
2000:

_Continuing

the legacy of
wilderness

math National Forest to
clearcut ancient forests
within the Russian
Roadless Area. The area
could be added to the Rus-
sian Wilderness if it re-
mained intact.

The threats go on. In
the White Mountains, an
off-road vehicle route is proposed in the Soldier Canyon
Roadless Area. Potential additions to the Picacho Peak
Wilderness Area could be ravaged by a massive gold
mine. Without permanent protection, our last unpro-
tected wildlands will continue to be jeopardized—and
thére is still much at stake. '

What we've protected...

In 1964, Congress passed the Wilderness Act “to
secure for the American people of present and future
generations the benefits of an enduring resource of
wilderness.” The Act defined wilderness with an empha-
sis on an grea’s pristine nature and lack of human
influence. The Act started a National Wilderness Preser-
vation System, protecting critical wilderness areas, while
allowing Congress to add to the system in the future.

Since 1964, nearly a dozen separate bills have added
to the Wilderness Preservation System in California. The
California Wilderness Act of 1984 designated 1.8 million
acres of new California wilderness. A decade later, the
California Desert Protection Act designated 69 new wil-
derness areas and protected over seven million acres of
public land—nearly doubling the acreage of California’s
wilderness. Today, California contains about fourteen
million acres of wilderness.

...and what we haven’'t

Still, much remains unprotected. Both the United
States Forest Service and the BLM, who together manage
over a third of California’'s land base, have completed
comprehensive inventories of potential wilderness in
their jurisdiction. Together, the agencies identified nearly
600 potential wilderness areas, totaling almost 13.5 mil-

nity of life are untrammeled by
man, where man himself is a,
visitor who does not remain.

— 1964 Wilderness Act

The Wildlands 2000
campaign was initiated to
protect as wilderness
California’s last remaining
wild places. We are work-
ing to build on California’s
rich history of protecting
its wildlands by adding to
our state’s share of the National Wilderness Preservation
System. In short, we want to protect as wilderness each of
the state’s remaining potential wilderness areas. We also
aim to protect other small but significant tracts of roadless
lands and larger tracts of degraded wildlands.

The first step in this multi-year campaign is to under-
take an extensive inventory of the state’s remaining
wildlands. This inventory is now underway. Conserva-
tion organizations and citizens from across the state are
working to identify, survey, describe, and photograph
local wild areas. With over 400 potential wilderness areas
and thousands of smaller parcels scattered throughout
the state, this is a huge undertaking.

Citizens from around the state are currently writing
descriptions of local wild areas. Many of these people
were recruited and trained through CWC'’s Adopt-a-Wil-
derness program. Others may live far away from potential
wilderness lands, but have an interest in assuring that our
last wild areas are protected for future generations

Once the inventory is complete, we will draft a pro-
posal to protect the state’s last potenhal wilderness. This
proposal will form the basis of a long term campaign to
pass legislation that will protect California’s last wild
Pplaces.

We have been fighting defensive battles for too long.
Each timber sale, mine, or new road that threatens a
potential wilderness area underscores the need to perma-
nently protect remaining wildlands for the Earth’s—and
our own— future. The Wildlands 2000 campaign will do
just that.

By Paul Spitler
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A sampling of California’s wilderness yet-to-be

Continued from page 1

ness Study Area in the Bureau of Land Management's
(BLM) Susanville District. But there are also many “flag-
ship” areas, places that wilderness wanderers have dis-
covered and devoted themselves to protect. Ten of these
wild areas, both known-and unknown, are described
below. )

The Golden State is a paradise of biological diversity.
An important thing-to notice as you read the following
descriptions is that the word “wilderness,” at least as far
as the Wildlands 2000 campaign is concerned, should no

longer conjure up images of alpine peaks and glacial lakes
alone. Today, it is widely accepted that oak woodlands,
chaparral, grasslands, wetlands, ancient forest, and sage-
brush deserve wilderness protection just as much as high
peaks. While many of the areas we work to protect as part
of the Wildlands 2000 campaign are indeed alpine, most
are not. The rich abundance of life that characterizes
California’s wildlands depends on a diversity of habitats
to thrive. Wilderness areas representing the full array of
those diverse habitats offer the best chance for maintain-
ing and restoring healthy ecosystems, bountiful wildlife,
clean water, and recreation opporunities.

Since trees tend to attract loggers and open terrain -

attracts off-road vehicle enthusiasts, in many cases the
wild lands listed below are highly imperiled. Through the
Wildlands 2000 campaign, we ensure thelong-term health
and survival of our last unprotected wild areas.

For each entry-below, please note that the final acre-
age figures have not been established.

Caliente Mountain, Caliente WSA. This area, rich with wildlife and plants, may someday
see the California condor again. Photo by Pete Yamagata.

Carrizo Plain/Caliente Mountain
Managing agency: BLM, Caliente Resource Area

Location: 45 miles southwest of Bakersfield in San Luis
Obispo County. Size: 200,000+ acres

Potential threats: Oil and gas development, and hve-
stock grazing.

Features: The Carrizo Plain is one of California’s most
spectacular and unique strongholds of biodiversity. First,
as the name implies, a large portion of the region is a
broad valley with rare low-elevation ecosystems, includ-
ing vernal pools and vast fields of native bunchgrass and
wildflowers. These fertile lands host a plethora of wildlife,

including tule elk, pronghorn, sandhill cranes, golden
eagles, burrowing owls, and abundant migrating water-
fowl. The area also hosts many threatened and gndan-
gered species such asthe giant kangaroo rat, vernal pool
fairy shrimp, blunt-nosed leopard lizard, San Joaquin kit
fox, San Joaquin antelope squirrel, and California jewel
flower. The California condor was once common in the
area, and may become so again some day if restoration
efforts in the adjacent Los Padres National Forest are
successful. Native American rock art and other cultural
sites also dot the area. Short trails exist at Soda Lake, an
enormous vernal pool, and Painted Rock, while cross-
country hiking opportunities abound across broad plains
and gentle ridges.

Devil’'s Gulch Roadless Area

Managing agency: Sierra National Forest

Location: South of El Portal on Highway 140 in Mariposa
County (west of Yosemite National Park).

Size: 30,000+ acres

Potential threats: Logging, mining, off-road vehicle use,
and road construction. .

Features: The South Fork Merced River flows through the
heart of this wild land. Recognizing the river’s outstand-
ing social and ecological value, Congress has protected
the river and a surrounding buffer under the National
Wlld and Scenic Rivers System. Bordering Yosemite Na-
tional Park, this roadless
area offers a tremendous
- variety of habitats given its
low elevation and abundant
water. Ancient forests lie
along north-facing slopes,
while majestic oak wood-
lands and riparian forests
cover the canyons. Califor-
nia chaparral covers many
of the south-facing slopes.

is famous for its spectacular
wildflower displays and fas-
cinating nineteenth-cen-
tury mining camps. The
Devil’s Gulch Roadless Area
is one of the few places in
theSierraNevada where one
can embark on a hike from
‘the low-country to the crest
on an uninterrupted net-
work of east-west trails. In
most locations, east-west
routes stop in a maze of
logging roads or other dis-
turbances.

Chips Creek Roadless Area

Managing agency: Lassen and Plumas national forests
Location: West of Oroville on Highway 70.
Size: 45,000+ acres

Potential threats: Logging, livestock grazing, mining,
off-road vehicle use, and road construction.

Features: Yellow, Chips, Soda, and Grizzly creeks provide
great swimming, excellent fishing, and outstanding habi-
tat for a variety of species. Many lakes, and even a few
sensitive peat bogs such as Green Island Lake, are com-

The South Fork Merced Trail -

mon in the area. Ancient forest also graces much of the
region, especially groves of red fir. The Forest Service
believes wolverine may still live in the area. Near water
sources, abundant archeological sites can be found. Over
sixteen miles of the Pacific Crest Trail pass through the
Chips Creek region.

Echo-Carson Roadless Area (Dardanelles)

Managing agencies: Eldorado National Forest, Lake Tahoe
Basin Managemerit Unit, and the Toiyabe National For-
est.

Location: Between Carson Pass on Highway 88 and B1g
Meadow on Highway 89.

Size: 24,000+ acres

Potential threats: Logging, livestock grazing, mining,
and off-road vehicle use.

Features: Ancient forest, lush meadows, clean water, and
scenic vistas characterize this area. The region is also
noted forits volcanic rock formations, aspen groves, and
jewel-like lakes. A popular segment of the Pacific Crest
Trail passes through the region, as does a portion of the
Tahoe Rim Trail.

Skedaddle Wilderness Study Area
Managing agency: BLM; Eagle Lake Resource Area

Location: 30 miles northeast of Susanville in Lassen
County.

Size: 63,000+ acres
Potential threats: Off-road vehicle use, hvestock grazing,

and mining. continued on page 6

A hiker.enjoys a rest in the Chip’s Creek Roadless Area.
Photo by N. Morton.
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Potential wilderness sampler

Continued from page 3

Features: Though the Modoc bison that once roamed
here are extinct, this is still a place where the deer and the
antelope play. For those who visit this remote wild land,
seldom is heard a discouraging word about protecting it
as wilderness. Spectacular rock formations and vast fields
of native grasslands characterize this wild area. Deep
canyons afford excellent habitat for wild rose, willow,
and cottonwood. Golden eagles ply the winds, and sage
grouse perform their complex mating dances before the
first rays of dawn strike their strutting grounds. Excellent
cross=country hikes include Hot Springs Peak and Big and

Little Spencer Basins:

King Range National Conservation Area
Managing agency: BLM, Arcata Resource Area

Location: Southwestern Humboldt County, 10 miles east
of Garberville and 45 miles north of Fort Bragg.

Size: 40,000+ acres
Potential threats: Livestock grazing and off-road vehicle

use.

Features: The King Range National Conservation Area
(NCA) is the longest stretch of undeveloped coastline in

The mouth of the Mattole River, King Range National Conservation Area. One of the most
remote—and breathtaking areas in California. Photographer unknown.

taqx}ar
tioms.
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the lower 48 states, with
over 22 miles of vehicle-
free beach. The NCA also
contains thousands of acres
of low-elevation ancient

forest—a true rarity in a re-
gion dominated by defor-
ested private lands. Wild-
flowers and abundant wild-
life such as seals, sea lions,
osprey, northern spotted
owls, goshawks, and migrat-
ing whales attract many
amateur .and professional
naturalists alike. The area
also has many excellent
trails, including a 22-mile
segment-of the California
Coastal Trail and the King’s
Crest Trail, offering spec-

views in all direc-

continued on next page

A California Wilderness Chronology

Congress passes the

Congress passes the . b e o e "
Wilderne: ' The = : rnia ongress passes initiates
Act dosig:::?weﬁ c°"9;;’338"9“°'°’ Congress passes the  Wilderness Act, the Condor Range  Wildlands 2000
over one million °:°l: Lo qu” Endangered : designating 25 new - and Rivers Act, campaign. The Y
acres of wildemess N :l dys Ivl: = American wilderness areas, designating five initial phase of the Congress passes
in/Californio, In separate acts, “h?l':" °""';,'°"' N . Wilderness Act, and adding to new wilderness campaign will the Wildlands
including the John Congress creates :s wnl emeés. B Congress designates  designating the fourteen existing areas: the-Sespe, inventory 20‘!0 pr?posal,
Muir, Marble the 98,000-acre da):s uter‘,’ onglress the 15’9:!3'“" Golden Trout and wilderness areas. Chumash, . remaining designating
Mountain, and Ventana 7“")%’:;"’ nea’ Yy Agua Tibia Santa Lucia New wildernesses Matilija, Garcia, roadless areas, hun.dred.s of new
Minarets (now part Wilderness, and the I.:’ :;c::s o Wilderness and the wild.ernesses and include Mt. Shasta, and Silver Peak. and draft a C?"“’""“‘-‘
of the Ansel Adams) 63,500-acre N ssen Ic:’ c:;(uc 1 l?,l?l-acre ad.d|?9 to the Granite Chief, Several existing Wilderness wulde!'ness areas,
i laroas! Desolation ational Park as Emigrant existing Ventana Trinity-Alps and areas are added proposal to protect  <°¥erng millions of
———— Wilderness. wilderness. Wilderness. Wilderness. Siskiyou. to as well. those araas! acres.
1964 ITS 1972 19£5 ]TB 1T4 sz 1997 200?
1968 1971 1974 1976 1979 1991 1994 1998
In March, Congress Forest Service Congress designates Congress passesithe Forest Service The BLM releases its Congress passes  The Forest Service
designates the inifiates its first the 141-acre Federdl Land < releases the final Wilderness Study the California proposes a policy
143,000-acre San roadless area Farallon Wilderness. MG'WQ?"WI'!' Policy draft of its second Report analyzing Desert Protection  that bans road
Rafael Wilderness inventory. RARE | Act, which directs 2 roadless area the wilderness Act, designating conistruction in many -
Area. In May, the {Roadless Area the BLM to conduct review: RARE Il. It potential of 7.1 two new roadless areas. The
36,000-acre San Review and an inventory of its identifies 5.6 million  million acres of BLM National Parks policy will
Gabriel Wilderness . Evaluation), roadless lands and acres of potential roadless lands. The {Joshua Tree temporarily protect
is designated. identifies only 3.3 assess their wilderness in the report recommends and Death millions of acres of
million acres of wilderness state. The agency only 62 areas Valley), the California roadless
roadless lands in potential. In recommends less totaling 2.3 million Mojave National  land.
California. The California, the BLM than 800,000 acres  acres for Preserve, and 69
survey is later. ruled meets its deadline for wildemness, wilderness, leaving new wilderness
inadequate after a and completes the while recommending 147 areas totaling areas. The new
successful lawsuit. inventory in fifteen over 2.4 million 4.8 million acres wildernesses
years. Joshua Tree, acres as non- vulnerable to other total 7.2 million
Kaiser, Phillip wilderness. Another  uses. acres, nearly
Burton (Point 2.4 million acres are doubling the size
Reyes), and recommended for of California’s
Pinnacles “further planning.” share of the
Wilderness Areas National
designated by Wilderness
Congress. Preservation

System.
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Continued from previous‘ page

Mount Eddy Roadless Area

.Managing agency: Shasta-Trinity National Forest
Location: West of Mount Shasta City off of Interstate S.
Size: 9,600+ acres

Potential threats: Salvage logging, road construction,
private land development, and mining.

Features: Mount Eddy is famous for its many rare plant
species. Itisnotuncommon to see lines of Jepson Manual-
lugging botanists trooping from meadow to meadow in
search of Trinity buckwheat and other species endemic to
serpentine soils. Ancient forests, bogs laden with carnivo-
rous California pitcher plants, meadows, wildflowers,
and rushing creeks all grace the slopes of Mount Eddy.
From atop Mount Eddy, the views take in much of
northwestern California and provide panoramic vistas of
nearby Mount Shasta. Deadfall Lakes offer fishing and
swimming, while very scenic portions of the Pacific Crest
and Sisson-Callahan trails pass through the area.

Mount Hoffman Roadless Area

Managing agency: Modoc and Klamath national forests

Location: Adjacent to Medicine Lake, approximately 50
air-miles northeast of Mount Shasta City.

Size: 10,800+ acres

Potential threats: Impending threats include several
proposed geothermal power facilities and associated
clearcutting, powerlihe and road construction, and pol-
lution.

Features: The Med1c1ne Lake Highlands region is consid-
ered the most seismically active area in California. Ther-
mal vents spout steam, gasses emerge from fissures in the
earth, and extensive lava flows and other evidence of
volcanic activity abound. Mount Hoffman and the sur-

Otay Mountain, home to many rare and endangered
plants. Photo by C.S. Watson, Jr.

Propdsed Wilderness

Wilderness Record

Little Crater Lake in the Mount Eddy potential wilderness.
Photo by Phil Rhodes.

rounding region have been described by a member of the
Pit River Tribe as “our Jerusalem.” For thousands of years,
Native Americans in the region have visited the Medicine
Lake and Mount Hoffman area for spiritual and cultural
purposes. Non-native people also visit the area to enjoy
ice caves, lava tubes, ancient forests, verdant meadows,
late-season snow, fascinating rock formations, and scenic
vistas that take in much of northeastern California.
Popular cross-country routes include the Glass Mountain
Lava Flow (nearly solid obsidian) and the summit of
Mount Hoffman. The area is rich with archeological sites.

Otay Mountain

Managing agency: BLM, Palm Springs-South Coast Re-
source Area

Location: 15 miles southeast of San Diego on the border
between the United States and Mexico

Size: 14,500+ acres

Potential threats: Border Patrol activities (patrol and
pursuit with motorized vehicles) and livestock grazing.

Features: Otay Mountain is a paradise of rare plants,
including the Tecate cypress which grows only in the
western border region. Other sensitive plant species grow
on Otay Mountain and nowhere else. The region also
shelters a portion of imperiled coastal sage scrub, an
ecosystem quickly being destroyed elsewhere in San Di-
ego County. This valuable habitat provides a haven for
the California gnatcatcher, least Bell’s vireo, and other
imperiled species.

White Mountains

Managing agency: Inyo National Forest

Location: East of Bishop in Mono and Inyo counties
Size: 300,000+ acres in several roadless areas

Potential threats: Livestock grazing, off-road vehicle
use, and mining.

Features: The White Mountains are California’s largest
unprotected roadless area. The rare bristlecone pine, the
oldest living tree, grows in the region, and rare desert
bighorn sheep survive here, having been driven out of
most other areas. Many high peaks, including several
over 13,000 feet and one over 14,000 feet, also character-
ize the roadless area. Most of the area.is trackless and
remarkably wild. While there are few trails, deep canyons
afford fishing, swimming, and cross-country hiking. The
White Mountain crest offers unparalleled views for the
off-trail hiker.
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How can | get
involved?

alifornia still contains over 400 potential wil-

derness areas. For each area, we need a detailed

map, written description, and, if possible, pho-
tographs. This is a monumental task that will require
thousands of hours of mapping, writing, and field
work. Whether you can commit to spending days in
the field reviewing proposed wildernesses, or to only
a few hours a month writing letters on Key issues, we
need your help! 8 '

Most importantly, we need people who can spend

time in the field reviewing potential wilderness areas.
Whether you know of a potential wilderness that
you'd like to adopt, or just want to help out wherever
you can, your involvement is critical. Never fear if you
haven’t done this type of work before, we'll provide
you with all the resources and training you need. If
you're interestedin spending a few hours or days field
reviewing potential wilderness, contact Celia Barotz,
Wildlands 2000 Campaign Coordinator, at (415) 221-
5229 or by e-mail at celia@calwild.org.

CWCalso needs help assembling potential wilder-
ness packets, drafting maps; compiling information
and writing wilderness proposals. Some of this work
needs to take place in a Coalition office (Davis, San
Francisco, or Burney), but much can be done from
home. If you have a few hours to spare and would like
to help out, contact'Celia at the above number.

Resources Available

The Coalition has developed a set of tools to help
volunteer activists draft wilderness proposals. Among
the materials we have available are:

Guide to writing wilderness proposals

This is a simple, step-by-step guide that details
how to write a description of a potential wilderness
area. The guide outlines what should be included in
written descriptions and explains where to find infor-
mation.

Guide to Mapping

CWC'’s mapping guide is a detailed introduction
to drafting maps of potential wilderness. Included in
the guide are instructions on: what makes a good
wilderness boundary, where to place boundaries, what
to include (and what to exclude) from potential wil-
derness, what is and isn’t a road, what scale maps to
use, and how to draft and label maps. If you are
interested in drawing maps for the Wildlands 2000
campaign, this guide is an indispensable resource.

Guide fo field review

Once you've identified potential wilderness and
drawn a rough map, you're ready to get out on the
ground and conduct a field review. Where do you go?
What do you look for? This guide walks through the
process of field checking potential wilderness areas
and includes information on refining wilderness
boundaries, using photographs for documentation,
and what to look for in the field. ®

Potential Wilderness Packets

CWC is in the process of developing a packet for
each potential wilderness that includes a map and the
guides outlined above. The packets will be sent to each
area’s “adoptive parents.”

CWCis also available to give presentations, work-
shops and slideshows on the Wildlands 2000 cam-
paign. If you have a group of people who are inter-
ested in hearing more about the Wildlands 2000
campaign, or need more information on how to get
involved, give us a call. We'd be happy to come out
and give a workshop or presentation to your group.
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Wilderness is a state of mind. We infuse it
with our own meaning. But the essence of
wilderness is places, creatures, and forces

that civilization does not control.
—Roderick Nash, from Wilderness Reconsidered.

California Wilderness:
a magnificent variety

California has more wilderness,
nearly fourteen million acres, than
any other state outside Alaska. Wil-
derness areas lie on all four bor-
ders of California, including the
Red Buttes Wilderness which
touches the Oregonborder, Phillip
Burton Wilderness along the Cali-
fornia coast (and Farallon Wilder-
ness off shore), Jacumba Wilder-
ness along the Mexican border,
and numerous areas that border
Nevada.

Highlights of California’s

protected wilderness areas
e Wilderness Areas are found
within six national parks (Death
Valley, Joshua Tree, Sequoia, Kings
Canyon, Yosemite, and Lassen
Volcanic), two national monu-
ments (Pinnacles and Lava Beds),
and Mojave National Preserveand
Point Reyes National Seashore.

o Wilderness is also found within
three national wildlife refuges: the
Farallon, Havasu, and Imperial ref-
uges.

o The state’s largest single wilder-
ness (outside of a national park) is

the John Muir Wilderness Area,
which totals more than 580,000
acres. The smallest is the Farallon
Wilderness, an island wilderness
26 miles west of San Francisco,
totaling just 141 acres.

e Mt. Whitney, on the border of
the John Muir and Sequoia-Kings
Canyon National Park Wilder-
nesses, is the highest point in the
continental United States, tower-
ing to 14,494 feet. Not too far away
in the Death Valley Wilderness is
Badwater. At 282 feet below sea
level, it is the lowest point in the
United States.

e Each of the 21 national forests
that lie entirely or partly in Cali-
fornia contain one or more wilder-
ness areas. Each also contain un-
protected wilderness. In addition
to desert wilderness in the Bureau
of Land Management’s (BLM)
California Desert and Bakersfield
districts, five wilderness areaselse-
where in the state contain BLM
lands: Santa Lucia, Ishi, Machesna
Mountain, Trinity Alps, and Yolla
Bolly-Middle Eel.

/| giving us your name, address and day and night phone numbers.
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CWC'’s First Ever

Wildlands Photography

Contest

We invite all photographers, CWC members, their friends and families to
enter our first Wildlands Photography Contest by submitting black and
white or color pzints (no larger than 8”x10”) in the following categories:

Wild, Beautiful California
California Native Plants
California Wildlife
Children and Nature
Weird and Wild Sightings

You may submit the same photo in more.than one category, but please
supply a print for each category to which you submit a photo. By submit-
ting a photo you agree to donate that print to CWC, along with any future
reprinting rights (with credit to the photographer.) Winning photos may
also become part of a photo display depicting California wildlands.

For each photo entered: please write your home phone number and the
category in which you are entering the photo on the back of the print. (If
you wish to suggest captions for the photo, or date it, you may do so here
also). Please do not write your name on the print, but enclose a letter

All entries must be received by September 15. We will publish the win-
ners and the names of runners-up in the November issue of the Wilderness
Record.

Photos will be judged by local photographers, environmentalists and
CWC staff on the basis of artistic merit, composition and technique, and
interest/appeal of subject matter, including (but not limited to) depiction
of California’s biodiversity and wilderness values. The judge’s decisions
will be final.

Prizes:

Grand Prize
$100
Best in Category and Runners Up
Special gift to be announced

Send your photography to:

CWC /Wildlands Photo Contest

2655 Portage Bay East, Suite 5

Davis, CA 95616

We look forward to seeing your work, and good luck!
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