





















































One of our greatest past challenges:

the "Salvage Rider” of 1995-1996

by Ryan Henson

idden deep in the pages of
a massive 1995 budget bill
was the “salvage rider,” a
law stripping the public of the right
to challenge many kinds of logging
projects on federal land. Since the
budget bill also contained aid for
victims of the Loma Prieta earth-
quake and other worthy causes,
President Clinton felt he had to sign
it.

This piece of legislative black-
mail resulted in a swarm of logging
projects proposed in some of
California’s most important wild
places. To fight the salvage logging

rider, the California Wilderness
Coalition joined with the Western
Ancient Forest Campaign (now
American Lands Alliance) to launch
the California Stop the Salvage Rider
Campaign in 1996. The rider
increased logging by suspending the
laws regulating most forms of
logging on public lands. Activists
were forced to appeal to the court of
public opinion since we were unable
to appeal to a court of law. Thou-
sands of letters, faxes, and phone
calls, as well as peaceful demonstra-
tions, stopped many of the most
destructive rider sales in the state.

Trees over the 30” diameter limit were illegally cut in the Bullshead salvage logging sale in 1997, The activist lying across
this freshly cut stump is 5’ 7” in height.
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Unfortunately, some did go through.

By the time the salvage rider
ended on December 31, 1996, over
90 logging projects on public lands
had been stopped or greatly altered.
Of the 28 worst logging projects
originally planned under the rider
for California, 21 were canceled. In
all, 37 roadless areas and thousands
of acres of old growth forest were
saved by exerting grassroots pressure
on the Clinton administration and
the Forest Service.

Ryan Henson is a Conservation

Associate for the California Wilder-
ness Coalition.




The California Wild Heritage Campaign: continuing
the tradition of wilderness protection

By Bob Schneider and Ryan Henson

n 1979, the Forest Service com

pleted a survey of its wildest lands,

areas that the agency felt were
eligible for wilderness status. The Forest
Service identified 6.3 million acres of
these “roadless areas” in California’s
national forests. Similarly, in 1991, the
Bureau of Land Management released
its Wilderness Study Report analyzing
the wilderness potential of 7.1 million
acres of BLM roadless lands. The BLM
report recommended only 62 areas
totaling 2.3 million acres for wilderness,
leaving 147 areas totaling 4.8 million
acres vulnerable to other uses.

Some of these areas were protected
in the wilderness legislation sought by
CWC and other groups that passed in
1984, 1992, and 1994. CWC staff knew
that many of the remaining unprotected
roadless areas had been damaged or
destroyed by development since 1979,
but the extent of this damage was
unknown. In late 1997, the CWC
decided it would conduct a survey of
Forest Service roadless areas to see
which remained wild.

CWC staff spent countless hours
examining Forest Service records, aerial
photos, and other information to
conduct its survey. In late 1998 the
CWC released a report of its findings,
entitled California’s Vanishing Forests:
Two Decades of Destruction. This
significant report documented the
tragic loss of over 675,000 acres, an area
roughly the size of Yosemite National
Park, of potential wilderness in our
national forests since 1979.

The report also sparked what is
perhaps the largest, on the ground,
volunteer citizen’s, land use inventory
ever undertaken. This campaign was
called Wildlands 2000, and its center-
piece was a major on-the-ground
mapping effort involving over 150
volunteers and paid staff. The purpose
of the mapping effort was to produce
accurate maps of which Forest Service

Jim Rose

and Bureau of Land Management wild
places actually qualified for wilderness
status.

The Wildlands 2000 effort began in
late 1998 and was completed in the
summer of 2000; it provided an
accurate estimate to the question: How
much unprotected wilderness is left on
our public lands in California? The
answer was remarkable. There are over
5 million acres in over 300 different
areas.

The Yuki roadless areq, in the

Mendocino National Forest, was one
of over 300 areas field-checked for
its potential for future wilderness
designation during CWC’s three-year

mapping effort.

Parallel to this effort, Friends of the
River identified 2800 miles of rivers that
qualify for wild and scenic status in
California.

In late 1999, the Wildlands 2000
campaign began building public
support for protecting these areas as
wilderness, with a special emphasis on
building support in communities near
the potential new wilderness areas.
Discussions ensued on how we might
work most effectively to permanently
protect these lands and rivers.

Concurrently, the Sierra Nevada
Forest Protection Campaign (SNFPC), a
collaborative effort of national, re-
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gional, and local conservation groups
working to defend the Sierra Nevada,
was winding up a massive public
education and administrative advocacy
effort designed to encourage the Forest
Service to prepare a scientifically
credible and ecologically beneficial
management plan for the Sierra. The
focused campaign to protect the Sierra
Nevada mountain range became our
model.

Thus the California Wild Heritage
Campaign was born. An offspring of the
unqualified success of the Sierra Nevada
Forest Protection Campaign, the
California Wilderness Coalition
Wildlands 2000 project, and Friends of
the River’s wild rivers efforts, the Wild
Heritage Campaign has unified the
strengths and resources of each of its
founding organizations.

Organizations from across the state
have joined the California Wild Heri-
tage Campaign in its efforts to protect
our last unprotected wild places and »
rivers. The campaign has become a
coalition of over 110 national, state and
local grassroots conservation organiza-
tions, businesses, faith-based groups,
service clubs, youth groups and others
working together to protect these
irreplaceable resources. How appropri-
ate to enter a new millennium by
working to ensure the protection of our
wild heritage for future generations.

Californians have a tremendous
opportunity to protect our remaining
wild heritage. We have the tools and the
organization to be successful. Members
of the CWC, working with its many
partners and friends, can take pride in
knowing that it has rejuvenated
California’s wilderness movement.

Bob Schneider is the Director of
the California Wild Heritage Cam-
paign and a co-founder of the
California Wilderness Coalition. Ryan
Henson was the first Conservation

Associate hired by the California
Wilderness Coalition.




The California Wildlands Project: connecting the

wilderness for the sake of our wildlife

by Chris Erichsen

n the late 1980s, wilderness advo-

cates saw the need to build a long-

term vision for wildlife habitat.
Joining forces with conservation
scientists, they formed the first organi-
zation to promote regional restoration,
The Wildlands Project.

This movement quickly gained
national momentum. In 1992, wilder-
ness advocate Dave Foreman, CWC’s
founder Jim Eaton, and others met in
San Francisco to discuss how the
campaign would take root in the west.
Jim Eaton immediately recognized the
need for a Wildlands Project campaign
that would restore and protect the
larger landscape and make California’s
wilderness flourish. In 1994, the
California Wilderness Coalition agreed
to become the official coordinator for
the Wildlands Project in California.

The California Wildlands Project,
which aims to identify and protect a
network of wildlife habitat statewide,
complements the wilderness preserva-
tion movement in a few key ways:

1. Wilderness protection contrib-
utes to implementing wildlands
planning by protecting large, roadless,
and biologically diverse lands in our
state.

By ensuring wilderness designation
for our roadless public lands, we protect
the critical building blocks of a wild-
lands plan.

2. The sole purpose of implement-
ing wildlands conservation plans is to
restore and protect the full range of
native biological diversity. Each wild-
lands plan is part of a continental
mission to stop the sixth major extinc-
tion crisis.

A wildlands plan needs meaningful
wilderness areas to be whole. Habitat
types, such as chaparral, oak wood-
lands, and grasslands, that are currently
rare in our Wilderness Preservation
System, are a top priority for future
wilderness designation. In addition, we

need to work with land trusts, private
landowners, and local governments to
manage lands in a way that allows
wildlife to migrate between
wilderness areas. ‘

Wilderness advocacy and
wildlands planning are
complementary strategies
for the long-term vitality of £
California’s biological '
diversity and wildlands. This symbiotic
relationship has a developed over the
past several decades as wilderness
advocates began to consider whether
wilderness alone was enough to sustain
our nation’s wildlife.

In 1985, William Newmark, a
renowned conservation biologist,
compared the habitat area needs of
large carnivores to the habitat provided
by western national parks and wilder-
ness areas. He found national parks
alone to be too small to sustain healthy

populations of wide-ranging carnivores.

The key word to remember there is
“alone.” Wilderness areas and national
parks are not sufficient to Harbor the
species and processes that help balance
and sustain the larger landscape. We
must identify the critical habitats,
specifically, where they are and how
large they need to be for maintaining
and restoring the natural balance.

In addition, we need to ask how we
can protect the ecological balances and
processes that invigorate the larger
landscape. To answer these questions,
the California Wildlands Project is
creating maps for each of California’s
ecoregions, to show where important
wildlife habitat exists, and where it
needs to be protected and restored.

There have been numerous CWC
staff who have furthered the California
Wildlands Project’s mission. Kathleen
Brennan was its first coordinator; she
initiated the GIS mapping that would
become the project’s focus. In 1997,
Rich Hunter came on board; he
constructed draft maps for habitat
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needs of the mountain lion in
southern California, helped
3. faciliate the first regional
. habitat maps for the north
coast region, and organized
several regional mapping
conferences that brought
; together scientists to contrib-
ute their knowledge. [Editor’s note:
Kathleen and Rich are now engaged to
be married.] In 1999, I was hired as the
program’s coordinator and have
continued to help improve habitat maps
for the south coast, central coasts and
Sierra Nevada ecoregions.

Executive Director Paul Spitler has
helped secure funding for the state of
California to complete a “conservation
blueprint.” In 2000, the state legislature
provided $2 million for this effort.
Goals include identifying the state’s
most important landscapes, assessing
the tools currently available to protect
these landscapes, and identifying steps
the state can take to preserve high
priority habitat.

In partnership with The Nature
Conservancy and the Biological
Resource Division of the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey, the California Wildlands
Project initiated the first statewide
connectivity conference last November,
bringing together agency personnel and
conservation biologists to capture
specific, on-the-ground knowledge of
habitat corridors that must be priori-
tized for conservation and restoration.

Goals for the near future include
initiating mapping of habitat in
California’s Central Valley and desert
regions, as well as continuing to
improve the maps already developed for
the other regions of the state. We are
proud of the California Wildlands
Project’s achievements over the past six
years, and will continue to make
significant contributions toward a long-
term biologically viable future for

California.
Chris Erichsen is the California

Wildlands Project Coordinator.
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New forest plan for the Sierra Nevada and Modoc
Plateau offers welcome changes for public lands

by Ryan Henson

n the last days of the Clinton
dministration, then-Secretary of
| Agriculture Dan Glickman
approved the Sierra Nevada Forest
Plan Amendment. Conservationists
hailed the plan as a giant step forward
in protecting and restoring threatened
forest ecosystems from the Modoc
National Forest in the north, to the
Sequoia National Forest hundreds of
miles to the south.

The strategy includes unprec-
edented limits on logging in sensitive
habitat types. For example, the plan
establishes old-growth forest reserves
covering 40 percent of 11 national
forests. These reserves contain most of
the remaining ancient forest in the
Sierra Nevada and Modoc Plateau,
and cover some 4,042,000 acres (6,315
square miles) of land. Within these
areas the Forest Service has limited
itself to using fire as a management
tool to restore and maintain the
health of forests that have been hurt
by the exclusion of natural fires, and
to reduce the unnatural accumulation
of fuel in areas that have been clearcut
or partially logged in the past. Where
tree removal may be considered
necessary prior to the reintroduction
of fire, only trees less than 12 inches
in diameter may be removed.

In addition to establishing old-
growth forest reserves, nest sites of the
California spotted owl, northern
goshawk, great gray owl, and willow
flycatcher, as well as the dens of fisher
and marten (two threatened relatives
of the mink that live in old-growth
forest) will also receive increased
protection from logging and, in the
case of the flycatcher, livestock grazing
as well. Protecting these den and nest
sites will limit logging on an addi-
tional 736,000 acres (1,150 square

miles) of land. To address concerns
from conservationists and scientists
about the isolated populations of
fisher in the southern Sierra, an
additional 1,391,000 acres (2,173
square miles)
will be managed
to aid the
recovery of this
species.

The remain-
ing portion of
the forest has
also received
increased
protection by the
imposition of a
rule prohibiting
the cutting of
trees over 20
inches in diam-
eter in most
circumstances
and by limiting
the amount of
forest canopy
that can be
removed. Areas
along streams
will also receive
more protection.
In forests near
urbanized areas,
the Forest
Service plans to
cut more trees,
allegedly to
reduce the risk of
severe wildfires
around commu-
nities.

Logging is
expected to result in 187 million
board feet (roughly enough to fill
37,400 log trucks) of trees cut annu-
ally, down significantly from the 372
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million board feet per year cut
between 1994-1999 (74,400 log truck
loads annually). Logging levels will
decline further after the expiration of
the Herger-Feinstein Quincy Library

an Amendment includes

unprecedented limits on logging in sensitive habitat types.
For example, the plan establishes old-growth forest

reserves covering 40 percent of 11 national forests.

Group Pilot Project in a few years.
The approval of the Sierra plan is

the culmination of many years of hard

work. As early as 1992, many scientists
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Nest sites of the California spotted owl, northern goshawk, great gray owl, and willow flycatcher, as well as the dens of

fisher and marten (two threatened relatives of the mink that live in old-growth forest) will also receive increased

protection from logging.

began to believe that populations of
the California spotted owl were at
risk in the Range of Light. The
California spotted owl is closely
associated with ancient forests and is
considered an “indicator species” by
scientists and conservationists. In
other words, if the spotted owl is
declining, then all other species that
depend on similar habitat may also be
declining. A similar battle over the
management of habitat for the
northern spotted owl, a close relative
of the California owl, was being
fought in northwestern California
and western Oregon and Washington.
Concerns over the decline of the
northern spotted owl in the North-
west led a federal judge to issue an
injunction in 1989 against the logging
of suitable owl habitat.

The Forest Service was extremely
concerned that if California spotted
owl populations continued to decline,
and if conservationists sued over it,
then a similar logging ban would be
imposed in the Sierra Nevada. With
the threat of a suit by conservationists
and under pressure from scientists
and pro-conservation politicians to
protect at least some Sierra Nevada
ancient forest, in 1993 the Forest
Service issued the California Spotted
Owl (CASPO) guidelines. The
CASPO guidelines prohibited the
cutting of live trees over 30 inches in
diameter on the western slope of the
Sierra Nevada, but left most of the
Modoc Plateau and east-slope Sierra
open to the cutting of large trees

because fewer owls call these areas
home. For a time, logging pressure
shifted to these unprotected areas.
Despite their shortcomings, the
CASPO guidelines resulted in a
reduction of logging from an average
of 879 million board feet of trees cut
per year (roughly 175,800 log truck
loads), to 372 million board feet per
year (74,400 log truck loads). The
guidelines were meant to be in place
temporarily until a long-term plan
was developed. In 1995 the Forest
Service issued a draft long-term
policy that activists found extremely
objectionable because it would have
resulted in a massive logging program
designed supposedly to reduce the
threat of unnaturally hot wildfires.
In 1996, the Forest Service’s
efforts to finalize their long-term
logging plan were thrown into
disarray when the University of
California at Davis issued the Sierra
Nevada Ecosystem Project (SNEP)
Report. This multi-volume report was
commissioned by Congress and was
meant to be an assessment of the
Sierra Nevada’s water, forests, rural
economies, and other key social and
ecological attributes and to offer
recommendations as to how they
could be effectively managed. The
SNEP Report greatly undercut many
of the Forest Service’s justifications
for increased logging, but the agency
rushed to finalize its draft.
Conservationists appealed to
Congress and the White House and
demanded that the draft be with-
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drawn since it completely ignored the
key findings of the SNEP Report. The
Forest Service agreed to revise its draft
plan, but even this revision was found
wanting by many scientists and
activists, and Secretary of Agriculture
Dan Glickman convened a panel of
scientists in 1997 to review the revised
draft and compare it to the key
findings of the SNEP Report, as well
as other scientific information. In late
1997, the panel of scientists concluded
that the Forest Service’s draft plan was
insufficient to protect both the
California spotted owl and threatened
Sierra Nevada ecosystems.

Perhaps tiring of the Forest
Service in California’s failure to
produce a legally acceptable plan,
Forest Service Chief Mike Dombeck
directed his subordinates to produce a
plan that stood “on the solid founda-
tion of the best available science.”
Eventually, after two years of public
comment, the Sierra Nevada Forest
Plan Amendment was approved.

Unless Congress weakens the
plan, or the Forest Service overly
exploits the plan’s loopholes, the plan
will result in a radical and positive
change in the way the forests of the
Sierra Nevada are managed over the
next few decades. The CWC and other
groups will monitor the plan’s
implementation and work to defend it
from opponents in Washington, D.C.

Ryan Henson is a Conservation
Associate for the California Wilder-
ness Coalition.




The winter's hard work yields success

by Tina Andolina

fforts to protect our last remain-
ing wild places have kicked into

7 overdrive during the past several
months. The focus of our efforts has
been to reach out to new wilderness
enthusiasts and generate support in the
communities adjacent to our unpro-
tected wild places. Activists have been
out in force gathering letters of support
from local businesses and organizations
that want to see our remaining wild-
lands protected.

The letters pouring in demonstrate
quite clearly the overwhelming and
diverse support for protecting our wild
heritage. We have always known it was
out there, now we are beginning to see
it tangibly displayed. It is vitally
important we keep up this effort. The
more we can demonstrate this over-
whelming support, the more likely we
will be to protect these areas from
looming threats and one day win
permanent protection for them.

We now have over 30 different
groups working to promote areas and
rivers in their backyard. In the southern
Sierra, for example, many new activists
have become involved in the wilderness
campaign and are now taking up the
charge on their own. Currently there are
four separate groups working to
promote areas and rivers in the Sequoia
and Sierra National Forests. Two groups
are dedicated to a Sequoia Wilderness
Campaign, one in Bakersfield and one
in Visalia, and two groups are working
to permanently protected wild places in
the Sierra National Forest, one in
QOakhurst and one in Fresno.

These advocates have done tremen-
dous job reaching out to supporters in
their community. Wilderness designa-
tion needs local champions, so it is
vitally important we have strong and
dedicated groups of individuals
working for each river and wild place
we hope to protect.

In November and December many
local wilderness groups held regional
meetings to coordinate efforts, assess

outreach efforts, and determine a
strategy for the coming months. These
meetings offered activists working in
different parts of the state a chance to
come together and share valuable
knowledge and experience. Regional
meetings were held in Los Angeles,
Fresno, Sacramento, Redding, Bishop,
Santa Barbara, Ventura, San Luis
Obispo, Arcata, Ukiah, and Susanville.
In Sacramento, for example,
activists from the Plumas, Tahoe, and El
Dorado National Forests and the Lake
Tahoe Basin met to identify which areas
local activists were working to generate
support for and to brainstorm as a
group how local activists could promote
their areas and rivers to the larger
community. The focus was on identify-
ing groups or individuals not tradition-
ally associated with the wilderness
movement, but that might be support-
ive of our efforts. We identified rafting
companies, various garden, hiking,
historical, or senior groups folks could
contact. These initial lists provided local
groups with a great starting point from
which they could go out into their
community and generate support.
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These meetings were a tremendous
success and gave activists an extraordi-
nary opportunity to come together,
envision the wilderness effort from a
regional perspective, and get a feel for
what a wilderness and wild rivers
proposal from their region might look
like. On April 28, activists will strategize
in a statewide meeting about the entire
proposal.

This spring and summer we will be
planning trips to visit these last unpro-
tected wild places in California. There is
no better way to get acquainted with
our wild heritage than to spend a
glorious day traipsing around in the
unprotected backcountry or floating
down a wild river. We will get scores of
people out to see these places we are
working to protect; that is one sure way
to win support for our efforts! If you
feel inspired to take part in this cam-
paign, you can help by getting folks out
to these special places, organizing a trip,
or introducing family and friends to the
idea of future additional wilderness.

Tina Andolina is a Conservation

Associate for the California Wilder-
ness Coalition.




Bureau of Land Management misses opportunity fo rein
in offroad vehicle abuse

by Kristen Brengel

January of 2001, the Bureau of
and Management (BLM) released
1 its final strategy for managing off-
road vehicle use.The strategy was
intended to address current motorized
off-road vehicle designated routes and
areas; existing motorized off-road
regulations; off-road vehicle impacts on
resources; road and trail design,
maintenance, and restoration; manage-
ment of special areas, including
Wilderness Study Areas; monitoring;
education; law enforcement; and the
BLM's budgetary needs.

In revising their off-road vehicle
management strategy, the BLM had an
opportunity to protect natural re-
sources and values on the 264 million
acres of precious public land under its
watch. California alone holds 14 million
acres of BLM lands including places like
Algodones Dunes. Unfortunately, the
opportunity was lost. Nationwide, 94
percent of BLM land will continue to be
left open to dirt bikes, all-terrain
vehicles, dune buggies, and other off-
road vehicles without any real protec-
tion.

After a year-long process, 29 public
hearings, and thousands of public
comments in support of protecting
fragile lands from damage caused by
off-road vehicles, BLM’s National
Management Strategy on Motorized
Off-Highway Vehicle Use offers at best
inconclusive guidance for future off-
road vehicle plans. This is despite the
admissions by the agency that the
damage caused by off-road vehicles is
widespread and escalating.

The plan should have provided
immediate protection to the deserts,
canyons, and rangelands of the West
from the severe damage caused by dirt
bikes and other off-road vehicles. To
provide real protection to the public
lands managed by the BLM, the agency
should have incorporated the following:

1. Closing Wilderness Study Areas
(WSAs), inventoried roadless areas,
and all other wilderness-quality lands
to off-road vehicles.

The strategy acknowledges the need
to provide additional protection for
WSAs. But rather than draft manage-
ment direction that reflects its legal
obligation to protect WSAs, the BLM’s
only goal has been to provide more
information about its Interim Manage-
ment Policy, the policy that explains the
management of these areas.

BLM has been managing WSAs for
20 years under this policy. By now,
management staff should be well versed
in the agency’s responsibility to prevent
damage to WSAs. They should recog-
nize that this policy must be utilized
and the agency should close WSAs to
off-road vehicle use. (Nationwide,
WSAs account for just 6.4 percent of
land managed by the BLM.)

2. Reining in off-road vehicle use
outside these wilderness areas.

The BLM believes it does not have
the authority to create a policy that
would ban off-road vehicle riding on all
routes except for those routes specifi-
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Off-road
vehicles should
be allowed only
where the BLM
can demonstrate
it is monitoring
the impacts of
off-road vehicles
and enforcing
rules protecting
the land from
off-road vehicle
damage.
Pictured here:
'BLM’s Knoxville

Recreation Area.

cally marked with a sign as “open.”

Yet two Executive Orders, from
Presidents Nixon and Carter, do give the
agency the legal mandate to do just that.

If BLM had actually followed
through on this mandate, BLM lands
would be much better protected from
the widespread damage caused by off-
road vehicles.

3. Allowing off-road vehicles only
where the BLM can demonstrate it is
monitoring the impacts of off-road
vehicles and enforcing rules protecting
the land from off-road vehicle damage.

The Bureau of Land Management
has missed a huge opportunity. Rather
than provide meaningful protection to
our precious public lands, it adopted a
strategy that lacks substantive direction
for land managers, leaving some of our
most sensitive areas in danger of
continued off-road vehicle abuse.

Kristen Brengel works for the
National Off-Road Vehicle Coalition.
She can be reached at (202) 429-
2694. The National Off-Road Vehicle
Coalition includes over 100 organiza-
tions; its mission is to protect and
restore public lands and waters from
off-road vehicle abuse.




California’s new Congressional representatives: What
does this mean for wildemesse

by Tina Andolina

ith a new election comes
a new California delega-
tion to the U.S. House of
Representatives. Last November we sent
four new Democratic representatives
and one new Republican to Washington
D.C. That means, of the 52 House
members representing the Golden State,
we have 31 Democrats and 20 Republi-
cans (and one vacant seat). And of
course we still have our two Democratic
senators. What does this mean for
California’s wilderness in the next
couple of years?

In the House of Representatives,
any new wilderness legislation
would be directed to two
separate committees for
review before the entire
House would vote on it.
Those
commit-
tees are
the
House
Resources
Committee
and the Agricultural
Committee,
and
Cali-
for-
nia
has ~
rep-
resen-
tatives-
on
both.

On the Agricultural
Committee we have

two prominent
Republicans from the
Central Valley,
Richard Pombo of Tracy,

and Doug Ose of Sacramento
and Yolo County. Representative
Ose’s district is also home to one of the

largest potential wilderness areas, Cache
Creek, Many of Congressman Pombo’s
constituents spend a great deal of time
recreating in the wild places of the
Stanislaus National Forest and others, in
the nearby Sierra Nevada.

Democrats on the Agricultural
Committee include Gary Condit from
Modesto, Cal Dooley from Hanford,
Mike Thompson of St. Helena, and Joe
Baca from Rialto. Both Representatives
Condit and Dooley are in districts near
potential wilderness in the southern
Sierra Nevada. However, Congressman

Thompson’s district contains a
great deal of potential
wilderness in the
Mendocino,
Six Rivers,
Klamath, and
Shasta-Trinity

National
Forests.
This
dis-
trict
also
con-

tains the
pristine Lost
Coast
poten-
tial
wil-
der-
ness
area.
Cal

! Dooley

and Richard
Pombo are both also
on the House
Resources Commit-

tee along with
‘ Republicans

" George Radanovich of
Mariposa, Elton Gallegly of Simi
Valley, and Ken Calvert of
Corona. Congressman
Radanovich’s district includes
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spectacular potential wilderness in the
Sierra National Forest including the
Kings River potential wilderness and the
Shuteye and Mt. Raymond areas.
California also has two other Demo-
cratic representatives on the committee,
both from the Los Angeles basin, Grace
Napolitano and Hilda Solis. Constitu-
ents of both these districts enjoy nearby
recreational opportunities in the
Angeles National Forest.

Senator Dianne Feinstein sits on
the committee with the jurisdiction
over wilderness issues in the Senate, the
Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources. Senator Barbara Boxer sits
on the Committee for Environment and
Public Works, which may review new
wilderness legislation but is not
obligated to.

All of this means that our Califor-
nia delegation is in a great position to
support and champion permanent
protection for our remaining wild
places. We are extremely fortunate to
have a delegation that is becoming more
aware of forest and wildlands issues and
more dedicated to conservation.
However, we must ensure that our
elected representatives know how
important preserving our last remnants
of wild land is to all Californians.

Some of the representatives on
these important committees have not
traditionally supported protecting our
wildlands, which means it is vital to let
them know that a top priority for their
constituents is protecting our wild
heritage for all Californians and future
generations to enjoy. Volunteers and
staff of the California Wild Heritage
Campaign have been busy over the
winter collecting letters of support from
wilderness advocates across the state.
(For more information on the
campaign’s progress, see the article on
page 26.)

Tina Andolina is a Conservation

Associate for the California Wilder-
ness Codlition.




The winds of change blow cold

by Tina Andolina

ith a new President in
the White House, we also
get a new Executive
Cabinet to head up the various federal
agencies governing transportation to
education to...you guessed it, public
lands. These cabinet members, called
secretaries, help develop and implement
federal regulations that can have a
direct effect on California wilderness.
Two cabinet positions in particular can
have a tremendous effect on how our
wildlands and designated wilderness
areas are cared for: the Secretary of
Interior and the Secretary of Agricul-
ture. Both of President Bush’s appoint-
ments do not bode well for our wild-
lands.

Former Colorado Attorney General
Gale Norton has been named by
President Bush to head the United
States Department of the Interior. This
department has jurisdiction over
agencies such as the Bureau of Land
Management, Bureau of Reclamation,
National Park Service, Bureau of Indian
Affairs, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, among others. Norton replaces
former Secretary Bruce Babbitt.

Norton has been dubbed by many
in the environmental community as a
James Watt protégé. She worked for
former Interior Secretary Watt at the
Mountain State Legal Foundation in
Colorado, which has ties to the “wise
use” movement, and again as an
attorney for the Interior Department
during the Reagan administration.
While she was with the Department, she
championed the opening of the Arctic
Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling, a position
wholeheartedly supported by President
Bush.

She chairs the Republican Environ-
mental Advocates, formed in 1998 to
clean up the party’s anti-environmental
image. The coalition advocates environ-
mental fixes based on free-market
economic strategies. Environmental
groups claim, however, that the coali-
tion is merely a political action commit-

tee, whose
donors include
several energy
companies and
associations
representing
mining, logging,
chemicals and
coal. Republi-
cans for Envi-
ronmental
Protection, a
rival group,
described the
coalition as
showing “no
signs of being
either grassroots
oI pro-environ-
ment. The word greenscam comes first
to mind.”

Norton will now have jurisdiction
over grazing on public BLM lands, the
management of Wilderness Study Areas,
and Endangered Species listings. She
will also formulate final decisions on
snowmobiles in National Parks and
development in Yosemite.

The Forest Service falls under the
jurisdiction of the Department of
Agriculture, which is now headed by
California native, Ann Veneman.

Veneman, once an attorney for the
anti-wilderness group called the SAMS
(Sierra Nevada Access Multiple Use)
Coalition, was Deputy Secretary for
Agriculture in the first Bush Adminis-
tration from 1991-1993 and was
California Agriculture Secretary under
Governor Pete Wilson from 1995-1999.
After Wilson left office she worked for a
private law firm, Nossaman, Guthner,
Knox and Elliot LLP.

Veneman’s top priorities while
working in Sacramento and Washington
were to open foreign trade markets for
U.S. agricultural products and to
support genetic engineering. Veneman
was on the board of Calgene, a biotech
genetic engineering firm in California.

Since her main focus has always

Heron Dance
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been agribusiness, it is too early to tell
what to expect from her with regard to
our nation’s forests.

Also of concern is who may be
appointed as the new Forest Service
Chief and as the Undersecretary of
Agriculture for Natural Resources and
the Environment.

The Undersecretary oversees the
Forest Service Chief post and can have a
direct impact on California forests,
especially in the Sierra Nevada. In the
coming months the new Forest Service
Chief and Undersecretary will have to
make key decisions regarding overturn-
ing or implementing the landmark
Sierra Nevada Framework policy. The
new Chief will also be charged with
implementing the new roads policy and
the roadless area policy, determining
whether or not to log ancient trees, and
determining whether to continue the
shift in the focus of the Forest Service to
protecting the watershed and ecosystem
values our forests provide, or reversing
the course back to the days of getting
out the cut by any means necessary.

Tina Andolina is a Conservation
Associate for the California Wilder-
ness Coalition. She earned her degree
in political science from UC Davis in
1998.




Final roadless area profection plan approved in the
Clinton administration’s last days

New administration attempts to delay policy's implementation

by Ryan Henson
and Tina Andolina

n January 5, 2001 President
Clinton approved the Forest
Service Roadless Area
Conservation policy, an act that will go
a long way towards protecting nearly 60
million acres of our national forests—
an area larger.than all of our national
parks combined—from logging, road
construction, and other destructive
activities.

This historic victory would not
have been possible without all the hard
work and dedication of activists from
throughout California and the United
States who wrote letters, attended
public hearings, and did countless other
things to convince the Clinton adminis-
tration to develop and approve a strong
and lasting roadless area policy.
Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman
said, “Never before have the American
people so actively participated in
helping to decide how their public lands
should be managed. The fact that more
than 1.5 million comments were
received from Americans show that
these truly are all of the people’s lands,
not just a few, and they care deeply
about how they are cared for”

Under the final version of the
policy, most national forest roadless
areas will be protected from conven-
tional logging. The draft versions of the
roadless policy had not addressed
logging at all. Forest Service Chief Mike
Dombeck said that it was the over-
whelming number of public comments
asking for a prohibition on roadless
area logging that convinced him to
address the issue. Similarly, when the
first draft of the policy was released in
May 2000, Alaska’s vast Tongass
National Forest was completely ex-
empted. In the next draft, the Tongass
was included, but only after a four year
“transition period.” Under the final

version of the
policy, the
Tongass will be
immediately
included in the
policy.

In California,
4.4 million areas
will be protected

under the policy.  _
On February E
5, the Bush g
administration £
issued a notice
delaying imple-

mentation of the
roadless area
policy nation-
wide.

Implementa-
tion of the
roadless area policy had already been
postponed for two months after the
final decision was entered into the
Federal Register on January 12, in order
to give Congress a chance to review it.
However, in a memo sent to all federal
agencies on inauguration day, President
Bush deferred several of Clinton’s most
recent actions, including new regula-
tions that had not yet taken effect. On
February 5, the Forest Service issued a
notice stating that the delay would
apply to the extremely popular roadless
policy.

The Bush Administration does not
have the authority to simply overturn
the new policy. The policy progressed
through the lengthy rule-making
process for federal regulations and was
already printed in the Federal Register
before former President Clinton left
office. Final regulations effectively
become law once they are printed in the
Register.

During the Congressional review
period, however, Congress has the
authority under the relatively obscure

25TH ANNIVERSARY WILDERNESS RECORD  Spring 2001

The North Fork American roadless area provides prime

habitat for golden eagles and prairie falcons, and areas of
primeval forest support spotted owls. This wild area will
no longer face periodic threats from logging and road

construction as a result of the roadless area policy.

Small Business Regulatory Fairness Act
(or SBRFA) enacted in 1996 to vote
whether the policy should come into
effect or be tossed out entirely. Sen.
Larry Craig of Idaho and Sen. Frank
Murkowski of Alaska have both
discussed attempting to use the SBRFA
law to officially overturn the new policy.
The law gives Congress the ability to
vote on any new federal regulation that
impacts small business if such action is
approved by a majority of both Houses
of Congress within 60 days of the policy
being published. The SBRFA law has
never been used before, and environ-
mentalists have vowed to fight any
attempt to dismantle or overturn the
roadless area policy,

Stay tuned to the Wilderness
Record for ways you can help protect
this historic step forward in our nation’s
conservation history.

Ryan Henson and Tina Andolina
are Conservation Associates for the
California Wilderness Coalition.




Maps of Sierra Nevada, central coast and soufh coast

near completion
by Chris Erichsen

he California Wildlands Project’s
mission is to facilitate preserva-
tion of habitat for wildlife. Using
the best available science and current
Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
methods, the project constructs
wildlands maps, which describe habitat
needs for different species in most
regions of the state. Taken together,
these regional analyses provide a
statewide picture that is a valuabletool
for conservationists and planners .
responsible for maintaining wildlife
populations. It is intended to help direct
planning efforts in habitat protection
and restoration, by locating large wild
areas that can provide habitat to
carnivores, as well as: hnkages that will
allow mlgratlon between these core
areas.

“The California Wilderness Coali-
tion has nearly finished the next
iteration of analysis of habitat needs in
the Sierra Nevada, central coast and
south coast regions.

The California Wilderness Coalition
reached a significant milestone in June
2000 with the completion of a prelimi-
nary draft of the Sierra Nevada wild-
* lands-map. The map presentsa vision

for long-term restoration and“pro‘:“téc—, e

tion for the Sierra, specifically, for a

- connected and protected Sierra land-
scape that will preserve Sierran
biodiversity and ecological processes for
centuries to come,.

This map had been developed with
the goal of analyzing the needs of
certain wildlife species, including the-.
gray wolf, wolverine, Pacific fisher,
marten, California spotted owl, and
mule deer, as well as preservation of oak
habitats.

The California Wilderness Coali-
tion is now collaborating with Dr.

Fraser Shilling to complete the conser-
vation planning component, building
on the map completed last June. Our
cutrent goal is to identify discrete
conservation units in the Sierra that
meet the needs of a broader group of
wildlife species and protect a high
percentage of Sierra Nevada habitat
communities.

Dr. Shilling’s team is employing
state-of-the-art mapping and planning
techniques that will provide CWC with
very new information, a scientifically
reviewed and repeatable method, and

_ specific conservation sites with which

we will build an‘achievable implemen-
tation plan. Mapping and planning
should be completed by mid-May.

After ﬁmshmg the first draft of habitat
maps for the central coast, in August
2000 CWC began to develop them

+ further by addressing a broader set of

ildlife species., Currently, we are

ahalyzmg the habitat needs of the ... .
mountain lion, bobcat, San Ioaqum

fox, steelhead, California red-legged

“frog; and pronghorn antelope. A major

goal in this analysis is to identify sites
for conservation that provide crltlcal
habitat for these species.

The plan will also measure habitat

. fragmentation in oak woodlands and

identify priority conservation sites.for
oaks. Lastly, an aquatic analysis will be
included. This will prioritize conserva-
tion and management efforts at the
watershed level, primarily for steelhead
recovery in streams and rivers.
‘talented team of ecologists from
iversity of California, Davis-and
GreenInfo Network are nearing
completion of this planning stage. Final
products will be available in May. The
information this plan will bring to the
conservation community will be new,
informative, and scientifically based.
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outh Coast

In January 2000, CWC published the
tirst wildlands map and report for one
of the biological hot-spots on our
planet, the south coast ecoregion of
California. This publication has been
received with enthusiasm and support
by regional conservation organizations,
agencies, and university scientists.

To further develop conservation
planning for this region, CWC has
coordinated with conservation biolo-
gist, Dr. Richard Jeo, to review and
improve previous maps. Dr. Jeo has
identified a broader group of wildlife
species, and developed a comprehensive
methodology for mapping a wildlands
network for this complex ecoregion.
Additionally, he has performed quanti-
tative analyses of wildlife species
distribution in a reserve network for
this region. The production of the
wildlands conservation plan will be
complete by May.

Over the last several years, CWC
has also coordinated and supported the
development of a wildlands organiza-

~ “tion in the south coast. To date, the

South Coast Wildlands Project organi-
zation, directed by Kristeen Penrod, has
developed a strategic plan, raised funds
for restoration work, and assembled an
impressive technical advisory team and
a board of directors, including Dr. Paul
Beier (Northern Arizona University),
Dr. Ann Croissant (San Gabriel Moun-
tains Regional Conservancy), and Dr.
Hartmut Walter (UCLA). The South
Coast Wildlands Project recently held
its first rendezvous in Monrovia
Canyon. Its goals for the near future
include integrating the forthcoming
wildlands plan into existing protection

" efforts.

If you wish to be notified of a
report’s availability, please contact
Chris Erichsen, California Wildlands
Project Coordinator, at
chris@calwild.org or (530) 758-0380.




New Carrizo Plain National Monument is established

by Ryan Henson

ying adjacent to the southwest
edge of the San Joaquin
Valley in eastern San Luis
Obispo County, the Bureau of Land
Management’s (BLM) Carrizo Plain
is the largest and most undisturbed
remnant of the great Central Valley
prairie ecosystem that once domi-
nated the heart of the state. The San
Andreas Fault slices dramatically

through the
area and is
quite visible
even on the
surface of the
prairie. The
250,000-acre
(390 square-
mile) area
(204,107 acres
of which is
federal land) is
a diverse
complex of
habitats that for
the most part
have elsewhere
been broken by
the plow or
entombed in
asphalt and
concrete. On
January 17,
2001, President
Clinton desig-
nated the
Carrizo Plain a
national monu-
ment to assist

The Carrizo Plain
is the largest
and most
undisturbed
remnant of the
great Central
Valley prairie
ecosystem that
once dominated
the heart of the

state.

the BLM in its effort to preserve and

restore it.

The new monument’s grass-
lands, oak woodlands, vernal pools
(seasonal wetlands), and other
ecosystems host many endangered
species of animals and plants such
as the San Joaquin kit fox, blunt-

Paula Schiffman

nosed leopard lizard, San Joaquin
antelope squirrel, giant kangaroo
rat, California jewelflower, Hoover’s
wooly-star, and San Joaquin
woolythreads. In addition, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service considers
the Carrizo Plain National Monu-
ment “critical habitat” for the
continued survival of the California
condor. Other species, including
pronghorn
antelope, tule
elk (the world’s
smallest elk),
mountain lion,
burrowing owl,
sandhill crane,
prairie falcon,

golden eagle, and mountain plover
also call the area home.

The new monument is rich with
evidence of its prehistoric and
historic past. Painted Rock, a sacred
ceremonial site of the Chumash
people, rises majestically from the
grassland. Short trails exist at Soda
Lake (an enormous vernal pool) and
Painted Rock, but cross-country
hiking opportunities are numerous
across the area’s broad plains and
gentle ridges. Birders, botanists and
other natural history enthusiasts are
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visiting the Carrizo Plain National
Monument in increasing numbers.

The Caliente Mountains portion
of the monument is managed by the
BLM as a wilderness study area
(WSA). This means that the Caliente
Mountains are protected by the
BLM until Congress decides
whether they deserve wilderness
status. Activists are currently study-
ing the possibility of proposing both
the Caliente Mountains WSA and
other portions of the new national
monument as wilderness. While
monuments are very significant
forms of protection for wild places,
Congress could revoke these protec-
tions, although this has thus far
never hap-
pened. Presi-
dent George
Bush has
expressed
opposition to
the new na-
tional monu-
ments pro-
claimed by his
predecessor in
Clinton’s last
days in office.

For more
information on
the Carrizo Plain National Monu-
ment, contact:

BLM, Bakersfield Field Office
3801 Pegasus Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93308

(661) 391-6000

Or visit the official Carrizo Plain
website at: www.ca.blm.gov/
bakersfield/carrizoplain.html

Ryan Henson is a Conservation
Associate for the California Wilder-
ness Coalition.




Barak Gale joins the board

CWC is proud to welcome Barak Gale to our board of direc-
tors. Barak retired from his optometry practice in 2000 to
devote himself full-time to conservation issues. Barak has been
an important leader in both the conservation and Jewish
communities. In 1999 and 2000 he was part of the Religious
Campaign for Forest Conservation delegations to Washington,
D.C. that advocated for the decoupling of school funding from
logging revenues, as well as other national forest issues. “We
visited numerous Representatives and Senators’ offices where
we advocated religious responsibility for our forests—in
particular ending commercial logging on national forests,”
Barak stated.

C in the news

The year 2001 has begun with landmark moves in conserva-
tion history. From the finalization of the roadless area conser-
vation policy to a recent report highlighting off-road vehicle
impacts, the California Wilderness Coalition has been involved
and in the press. With the signing of the Forest Service
Roadless Area Conservation Policy by president Bill Clinton,
58 million acres of national forest nationwide, including 4.4
million acres in California, were protected from road building

and commercial logging. The policy safeguards the cleanest
sources of drinking water, protects public access and recre-
ational opportunities for hunters, anglers, hikers and campers
and provides critical habitat for fish and wildlife. The Fresno
Bee quoted CWC Executive Director Paul Spitler on January 6,
2001 as stating, “The decision could well turn out to be the
most important conservation action of the 21st century.”

The adoption of the Sierra Nevada Framework, a
precedent-setting plan that will protect approximately 11
million acres of national forest in the Sierra Nevadas, includ-
ing old-growth forests and wildlife habitat, begins a process of
restoring and protecting the Sierra Nevada’s ecosystems,
which have been degraded by decades of logging and road
building. The plan also aims to reverse declining populations
of the California spotted owl and other wildlife. The January
13,2001 Sacramento Bee quoted the California Wilderness
Coalition: “This is a new dawn for the Sierra. Finally the range
of light will glow again.”

Environmentalists around the nation cheered when
President Clinton established national monuments from
Montana to the US Virgin Islands including the 327,769 acre
Giant Sequoia National Monument. The monument designa-
tion offers greater protection to some of Americas most
treasured places. In the San Jose Mercury News, on January 14:

“These are some of the most special places remaining in
the American landscape,” said Paul Spitler, Executive Director
of the California Wilderness Coalition. “The question is, 50
years from now will people remember local opposition to the
Sequoia monument or will they remember that President
Clinton helped save the sequoias? We save these places for our
grandchildren.”

Most recently the California Wilderness Coalition
released a report, entitled Off-Road to Ruin, highlighting the
effects of dirt bikes and other off-road vehicles. The report
details the extensive and often irreparable harm caused to
California’s soils, water, air and wildlife habitat by the uncon-
trolled use of dirt bikes and other off-road vehicles.

At press time, the report was breaking news on TV and
radio stations and in newspapers across the state. Check the
next Wilderness Record for more details.

Internships available

The California Wilderness Coalition has many internship
opportunities. We have a small but dedicated staff who are
working on so many fascinating issues that your help would
be invaluable! We have research opportunities for those who
like to read, and work with our grassroots organizers for those
who like to talk.

We like to match your interests with the staffperson
working in that field. We look forward to talking with you
about what you would like to learn more about. Our hope is
that you would commit to 10-12 hours per week, for a term of
at least 3 months. Please contact Eve Ladwig-Scott at (530)
758-0380 or at eve@calwild.org with questions or to request
an interview.
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Desert plan needs work
The Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) has proposed an amendment to
desert management. This plan will have
profound impacts on California’s
desert.

The draft plan falls short of
protecting desert resources. Desert
washes (the dry beds of intermittent
streams), an important biological
resource, are not sufficiently protected
under the current draft. Proposed
management of livestock grazing would
not retire allotments in desert tortoise
critical habitat, violating the tortoise’s
recovery plan. The draft also proposes
new water developments for desert
bighorn sheep and mule deer. Although
water resources for these animals are
important, their construction could
require new roads, disqualifying these
areas from future wilderness designa-
tion.

What you can do
Please request a copy of the Draft
Northern and Eastern Colorado Desert
Coordinated Management Plan and
Environmental Impact Statement by
writing to:

District Manager, California Desert

Bureau of Land Management

6221 Box Springs Blvd.

Riverside, CA 92507-0714

Write a letter to the above BLM
address and express your concerns
about the plan, attention: Lead, North-
ern & Eastern Colorado Desert Plan.

Southern California na-
tional forests launch ma-

jor planning effort

National forests, like cities and counties,
are zoned for various levels of develop-
ment. “Land and resource management
plans” (LRMPs) describe these zones
and their restrictions.

Every national forest must have a
LRMP and revise it every 10 to 15 years.
Southern California’s Cleveland, Los
Padres, Angeles, and San Bernardino
national forests are currently seeking

public input on revising their LRMPs.

These four forests are ecologically
diverse and contain many spectacular
wild places, yet they are in urban
regions. The revised LRMPs must
provide adequate protection for the
many ecological and social values that
make these forests irreplaceable.

Wheat you can do
Please write to:

Forest Supervisor Jody Cook
Angeles National Forest

701 N. Santa Anita Avenue
Arcadia, CA 91006

Fax: (626) 574-5233

Ask that the Southern California
Forest and resource management plans:

—Require that all roadless areas be
protected from vehicle use and all
development activity.

—Include a comprehensive review of
potential wild and scenic rivers.
—Mandate that threatened and/or
unique habitats be preserved and
restored. Allow fire to play a more
natural role in ecosystems.

—Update mining and grazing regula-
tions to meet current scientific and
policy considerations.

—Identify which roads require contin-
ued maintenance and which roads
should be closed for ecological and
fiscal reasons, Mandate that official off-
road vehicle routes be identified and
that off-road vehicle use be confined to
these signed, sanctioned routes.
—Include wilderness management
plans for all wilderness areas that
currently do not have them.
—Identify key inholdings to acquire,
and make inholdings in wilderness,
roadless areas, or other important
natural areas the highest acquisition
priorities.

Wilderness campaigns
ready to forge ahead
Wilderness campaigns are finding
success across the country, despite shifts
in political power. Last year, the
Republican-controlled Congress passed
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eight Wilderness bills, adding over one
million acres of public land to the
National Wilderness Preservation
System. Moreover, former Presidents
Reagan and Bush signed over 40
wilderness bills during their terms.

Courtesy of the Wilderness Support
Center.

Department of Fish &
Game halts fish stocking

Trying to stave off extinction for two
imperiled amphibians, the California
Department of Fish and Game (DFG)
in January issued a temporary morato-
rium on the 50-year-old practice of
stocking many naturally fishless lakes
and ponds in the Sierra Nevada and
Cascade Ranges.

Scientists believe non-native trout’s
feeding on tadpoles of the mountain
yellow-legged and Cascade frogs is a
factor in the frogs’ precipitous popula-
tion declines. Currently, the mountain
yellow-legged frog is under review for
listing as an endangered species. The
halt to stocking will be in effect until
state scientists can assess the impacts of
the program on frog populations.

DFG biologists plan to study the
effects of fish stocking for one to three
years. Lakes where fish stocking has had
no negative effect on frog populations
will then be stocked again. Although
some anglers fear that the stocking
moratorium will eliminate many
backcountry fishing opportunities,
recent studies in the Sierra Nevada have
shown that the majority of trout
populations will maintain themselves
via natural reproduction.

Forest Service Chief calls
for greater protection of
old-growth forests

In a January speech, Forest Service
Chief Mike Dombeck outlined steps to
direct National Forests to inventory,
map, protect, sustain, and enhance old-
growth forests. He stated, “In the future,
the Forest Service will manage old-
growth forests specifically to maintain
and enhance old-growth values and




characteristics.”

While Chief Dombeck’s directions
can be overturned by the Bush Admin-
istration, they signify a tremendous
shift in the thinking of an agency once
solely focused on commercial logging.
Conservationists applauded the goal.

In memory of Alan

Cranston
On December 31, 2000, California lost
another giant of the environmental
movement. Former United States
Senator Alan Cranston died at the age
of 86. During his quarter century tenure
in the U.S. Senate, Alan Cranston
championed civil rights, nuclear
disarmament, and the environment.
Senator Cranston was a long-time
wilderness and river advocate. Over 7
million acres of wilderness are pro-
tected, and the Merced River, the North
Fork of the Kern, and the Kings River
are National Wild and Scenic Rivers
today, because Alan Cranston used his
political skill and determination to pass
national legislation to protect them.
Courtesy of Friends of the River.

Rider delaying snowmo-

bile bans passes
Undermining the public’s desire to end
snowmobile use in national parks, the
106th Congress attached a pro-industry
snowmobile “rider” to an appropria-
tions bill. The rider will prevent the
Park Service from restricting snowmo-
bile use until next year.

Courtesy of The Wilderness Society.

BLM rejects largest mine

ever
On January 17, Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt rejected a proposal for a massive
gold mine in southeastern California.
The Glamis gold mine would have
covered over 1,500 acres of public land.
The land is considered sacred by the
Quechan Indians and provides habitat
for several rare and endangered
animals, including the desert tortoise.
The decision has been heralded as a
major shift in philosophy for the
Bureau of Land Management. It is the
first time BLM has denied a major

proposed gold mine based on the
environmental and cultural impacts of
the project. The impacts of this decision
on future mining proposals on federal
land could be far-reaching.

Northwest Forest Plan

feud continues

Changes proposed by the U.S. Forest
Service and Bureau of Land Manage-
ment will significantly weaken the 1994
Northwest Forest Plan. The changes
would reduce the number of plants and
animals the agencies are required to
survey before logging old-growth
forests. The agencies proposed the
reduced survey requirements after a
federal judge ruled that they were
violating the plan’s requirement to
conduct wildlife surveys prior to
logging old forests. The judge subse-
quently ordered them to develop a new
plan for conducting the surveys.

The agencies maintain the new
plan will increase logging in the Pacific
Northwest by 15 million board feet per
year (enough to fill 3,000 logging
trucks) and possibly open 20,000 acres
of additional forest to cutting.

Additionally, on December 8, 2000,
federal Judge Barbara Rothstein ruled
that the agencies failed to comhply with
Northwest Forest Plan mandates to
ensure logging will not destroy endan-
gered salmon habitat. As a result, the
court has halted 170 federal timber sales
in northern California, Oregon and
Washington. In California, the Klamath,
Shasta-Trinity and Six Rivers National
Forests will be affected.

Golden Trout Wilderness

free of cows...for a while
The Inyo National Forest decided on
February 2 to remove cows from the
Golden Trout Wilderness for the next
10 years. Anheuser-Busch, facing a
public relations mess over the damage
its cattle were causing to fragile Sierra
Nevada meadows, had agreed that it
would not return cattle to the area in
2001. However, the Forest Service’s
decision means that the corporation
loses its grazing permit for an addi-
tional nine years.
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4.1 million acres pro-
tected for red-legged frog

Over 4.1 million acres of critical
habitat for the endangered California
red-legged frog were designated on
March 6, 2001, including 29 separate
areas in 28 counties and over 500 miles
of streams and rivers. The largest in the
state of California and one of the largest
in the nation, the designation was the
result of a hard-fought victory involving
a federal lawsuit and a public letter-
writing campaign. The frog’s popula-
tion has decreased by at least 90%.

Courtesy of the Center for Biological
Diversity.

Black Rock Desert Wilder-

ness bill passes
On December 15, 2000, Congress
passed a legislative package that
included the Black Rock Desert-High
Rock Canyon Emigrant Trails National
Conservation Area Act. The measure
was signed by President Clinton. The
bill protects 1.2 million acres of land
managed by the BLM, and designates
more than 740,000 acres of wilderness.
Doubling the amount of wilderness in
Nevada, it is the largest wilderness bill
to be passed by Congress since the
California Desert Protection Act.
Courtesy of the Wilderness Support
Center.

Two new members are
appointed to the Off-
Road Vehicle Commission
Daphne Greene was appointed to the
commission by Governor Gray Davis.
She is a member of the League to Save
Lake Tahoe, the Access Fund, the United
Four-Wheel Drive Association, the
California Historical Society, and the
Sierra Club.

Harold Thomas is an environmen-
tal prosecutor, formerly of the Califor-
nia Department of Fish and Game. He
has worked on environmental issues for
many years, and represents an associa-
tion of cabin owners in the Tahoe
Sierra.

Greene and Thomas express a fair
and balanced voice on the commission,
and bring extensive experience in public
lands issues. CWC welcomes both.
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American Lands Alliance; Washington, D.C.

Animal Protection Institute; Sacramento

Ancient Forest International; Redway

Angeles Chapter, Sierra Club; Los Angeles

Backcountry Horsemen of California;
Springville

Bay Chapter, Sierra Club; Oakland

Bay Chapter Wilderness Subcommittee; S.E.

Big Bear Group, Sierra Club; Big Bear Lake

California Alpine Club; San Francisco

Calif. League of Conservation Voters;
QOakland

California Mule Deer Association; Lincoln

California Native Plant Society; Sacramento

California Oak Foundation; Oakland

Californians for Utah Wilderness; S.F.

Center for Biological Diversity; Tucson, AZ

Center for Sierra Nevada Conservation;
Georgetown

Central Sierra Environmental Resource
Center; Twain Harte

Citizens for Better Forestry; Arcata

Citizens for a Vehicle Free Nipomo Dunes

Coast Range Ecosystem Alliance; Santa
Clara

Committee to Save the Kings River; Fresno

Communication Works; San Francisco

Desert Protective Council; Palm Springs

Desert Subcomm., Sierra Club; San Diego

Desert Survivors; Oakland

Earthjustice Legal Defense Fund; S.E

Eastern Sierra Audubon Society; Bishop

Ecology Center; Berkeley

Ecology Center of Southern California; L.A.

El Dorado Audubon Society; Long Beach

Forests Forever; San Francisco

Fresno Audubon Society; Fresno

Friends of China Camp; San Rafael

Friends of Chinquapin; Oakland

Friends of Plumas Wilderness; Quincy

Friends of the Garcia (FROG); Point Arena

Friends of the Inyo; Lee Vining

Friends of the River; Sacramento

Fund for Animals; San Francisco

Golden Gate Audubon Society; Berkeley

Great Old Broads for Wilderness; Cedar
City, UT

High Sierra Hikers Assoc.; S. Lake Tahoe

Idylwild Earth Fair; Idylwild

International Ctr for Earth Concerns; Ojai

John Muir Project; Pasadena

Jumping Frog Research Inst.; Angels Camp

Kaweah Flyfishers; Visalia

Keep the Sespe Wild Committee; Ojai

Kern Audubon Society; Bakersfield

Kern-Kaweah Chp., Sierra Club; Bakersfield

Klamath Forest Alliance; Etna

Laguna Hills Audubon Society; Laguna
Hills

League to Save Lake Tahoe; S. Lake Tahoe

LEGACY-The Landscebpe Connection;
Arcata

Loma Prieta Chapter, Sierra Club; Palo Alto

Los Angeles Audubon Society; W. Hollywd.

Los Padres Chp., Sierra Club; Santa Barbara

Marin Conservation League; San Rafael

Mariposa Democratic Club; Mariposa

Mendocino Environmental Center; Ukiah

Mono Lake Committee; Lee Vining

Monterey Bay Chap., Calif. Native Plant Society

Monterey Peninsula Audubon Society

Mother Lode Chp., Sierra Club; Sacramento

Mt. Shasta Area Audubon Soc.; Mt. Shasta

Mountain Lion Foundation; Sacramento

Native Habitats; Woodside

Natural Heritage Institute; San Francisco

Natural Resources Defense Council; S.F.

NCRCC Sierra Club; Santa Rosa

Nordic Voice; Livermore

Northcoast Environmental Center; Arcata

People for Nipomo Dunes National
Seashore; Nipomo

Pew Wilderness Center; Boulder, CO

Placer County Cons. Task Force; Newcastle
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Planning & Conservation League;
Sacramento

Range of Light Group, Toiyabe Chapter,
Sierra Club; Mammoth Lakes

Redwood Chapter, Sierra Club; Santa Rosa

The Red Mountain Association; Leggett

Resource Renewal Institute; San Francisco

Sacramento Audubon Society; Sacramento

San Bernadino Mountains Group, Sierra
Club; Blue Jay

San Diego Audubon Society; San Diego

San Diego Chapter, Sierra Club; San Diego

San Fernando Valley Audubon; Van Nuys

Santa Clara Valley Audubon; Cupertino

Save Our Ancient Forest Ecology; Modesto

Sequoia Forest Alliance; Kernville

Seven Generations Land Trust; Berkeley

Seventh Generation Fund; Arcata

Sierra Club California; San Francisco

Sierra Nevada Alliance; South Lake Tahoe

Sierra Treks; Ashland, OR

Smith River Alliance; Trinidad

Soda Mtn. Wilderness Council; Ashland, OR

South Fork Mountain Defense; Weaverville

S. Yuba River Citizens League; Nevada City

Southern Calif. Forests Committee; Barstow

Tulare County Audubon Society; Visalia

Tule River Conservancy; Porterville

U.C. Davis Envir. Law Society; Davis

Ventana Wilderness Alliance; Santa Cruz

Ventana Wilderness Society; Carmel Valley

Ventana Wildlands Project; Santa Clara

Western States Endurance Run; S.E

Wilderness Land Trust; Carbondale, CO

The Wilderness Society; San Francisco

The Wildlands Project; Tucson, AZ

Willits Environmental Center; Willits

Wintu Audubon Society; Redding

Yahi Group, Sierra Club; Chico

Yolano Group, Sierra Club; Davis

Yolo Audubon Society; Davis




This bristlecone pine forest in the
White Mountains potential wilderness
area has existed for over 4000 years.
With care and stewardship, our
children and their children will
continue to enjoy their company.
Photograph courtesy of Galen Rowell,

Mountain Light Photography.

Thanks for a quarter century of wilderness

L
protection
Since 1976, California Wilderness Coalition has led the charge to defend and
permanently protect California’s rich wildlands legacy. Without our loyal and
supportive members, we would not have achieved many of the lofty goals our
founders set for us 25 years ago.

Of course, much more work remains o be done. Many of the state’s most
beautiful and ecologically significant areas are currently threatened by offroad
vehicles, mining, logging or other forms of resource extraction. Each time you renew
your membership or recommend CWC to your friends and associates you strengthen
our capacity to protect wild California.

You can also help us realize our vision of protecting pristine wild areas by:

Donating stocks ,

Many members have chosen to help protect wilderness by donating appreciated
stocks. Donors receive a tax deduction for the entire value of the stocks, even if they
were purchased for a small part of that value. (Please check with your tax advisor to
clarify your exact tax benefits.) We will work with you if you wish to electronically
transfer securities.

Planned giving
Protect wild California in your will. Many of us cannot make day-to-day contributions
to the causes that we love; yet in our will we can make a bequest that will leave a
lasting legacy of wilderness. Here's an example of language you might use in making
a bequest:

“to the California Wilderness Coalition, a non-profit organization organized and
existing under the laws of the state of California with the current address of 2655
Portage Bay East, Suite 5, Davis, CA 95616, for its general purposes.”

Wildland Advocates

Show your commitment to the protection of wild California by joining over 120
members of our major donor program. This committed group of individuals empowers
the staff and volunteers at CWC to keep up their efforts to protect California’s special
wild places. Wildland Advocate members receive press releases and letters keeping
them up-to-speed on our day-to-day efforts. You can join Wildland Advocates by
increasing your membership renewal or fund appeal donation, or by signing up for a
monthly credit card deduction. Giving levels for Wildland Advocates start at $250
per year.

Please contact Eve Ladwig Scott at 530-758-0380 if you have questions or sugges-
tions about giving to protect our wilderness heritage.
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Buy a CWC t-shirt or cap
and show your support

for wild California!

Shirts depict a few of the wild and threatened animals
across California, from the desert tortoise, to the bighorn
sheep of the Sierra Nevada.

These well-built, form-fitting caps are perfect for hikes or
sunny days. Our full-color logo is embroidered on the
front and "A Voice for Wild California" is-embroidered
on the back. Caps are 100% cotton, navy blue, and -
adjustable to all sizes. ALL profits from sales will be used
for CWC's programs. $15.00 each.
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These newly designed shirts-are of super-comfortable 100%
organic cotton, made by Patagonia. The design is available either in
white on a cobalt blue shirt, or in full color on a natural shirt.
Warning: Even after washing and drying, these shirts tend torun a
size larger than most t-shirts. Available in sizes S-XL.

ORDER FORM _
Item Color |[Size|No.| Price |[Subtotal
T-shirt(s) $10 each
Hat{s) blue $15 each

Subtotal
Shipping*
Total

* Shipping: $2.00 for first hat, $0.75 for each
additional hat. $2.50 for first shirt, $1.50 for

each additional shirt.

Method of payment:
__Check enclosed.

__Bill my __ Visa; __ MasterCard; __ Am. Expr.

Credit card number
Expiration date
Signature

Name
Gift from:
Address:
City/State/Zip

Please mail to: California Wilderness Coalition,
2655 Portage Bay East #5, Davis, California
95616.




Pleasant View

The Pleasant View Potential Wilderness
is on the north face of the San Gabriel
Mountains and is thus quite different
from its neighbor, the San Gabriel
Wilderness, to the south. For example,
the Pleasant View region has larger
groves of ancient Jeffrey, sugar, and
pondérosa pines, as well as white fir,
black oak, bigcone spruce, and incense
cedar. The snow lingers longer into the
spring, thus providing wildflower
displays and deep, cold creeks late into
the summer.

At lower elevations, oaks increase
in number and diversity; they form
classic California oak savanna habitat in
a few areas. Also represented at lower
elevations are chaparral and California
foothill woodland communities,
featuring live oak, scrub oak, and
Coulter pine.

Bighorn sheep (a threatened
species) occasionally wander into this
area, and perhaps one day the endan-
gered California condor may return.
Other sensitive species include the

Please

Jim Schoedler

nia Wilde ’j”f?sps“CodZitz‘o

California spotted owl, southern rubber
boa, and ferruginous hawk. Black bear,
mountain lion, bobcat, mule deer,
mountain and California quail, Lewis),
acorn, and downy woodpeckers, and
western bluebird are more common.
The potential wilderness includes
the famous, 54-mile Silver Moccasin
Trail, a rite of passage for Boy Scouts
seeking the coveted Silver Moccasin
Award. Since 1942, youth from the city
have sought to learn woodcraft and
prove their mettle on this rugged path.

. the ‘Wz'lde‘r%ngs‘s‘ Record,

Approximate
acreage: 26,000

Managing
agency: Angeles

National Forest

Location:
Approximately
12 air-miles
southeast of
Palmdale in Los

Angeles County

The region also includes the Pacific
Crest National Scenic Trail, which
runs along the Angeles Crest at over
6,000 feet in elevation. One of the
most popular hikes is to Cooper
Canyon Falls, a 35-foot drop that is
quite spectacular in the spring.
Cooper Canyon and other streams
in this area offer refreshing swim-
ming holes and fishing for rainbow
trout. Cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing, and horseback riding
are also popular activities.

at Our campaigns.

Czty / State /. Zz
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Eric Beckwitt

The Chips Creek roadless area: The roadless area policy, the Sierra Nevada Forest Plan Amendment, and possible future
wilderness designation will all play a role in how these old-growth trees are “managed.” For related stories, see pages 24,
26 and 30. |
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